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mensurate with the ever-increasing work norms, the haz- 
ards caused speed-ups, and the continued neglect 
the most rudimentary aspects miners’ living conditions. 
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The Month 


Review 


SERIES events the Soviet orbit recent 

weeks indicates that the difficulties and confu- 
sions which beset the Communist regimes have not 
diminished and may even have increased. The po- 
litical and economic problems which the New 
Course was intended deal with remain long 
way from solution. The past twenty months 
look” policies seem have undermined the functioning the Communist heavy 
industrial base without producing either adequate supplies consumer goods agri- 
cultural products. Events were too much flux make definite judgment the im- 
pact the Satellite area whole the new Soviet policies. The Malenkov and 
Mikoyan and statements Khrushchev, Shepilov, Rakosi and others, indicated 
new emphasis heavy industry the USSR and lesser extent Hungary. 
the same time speeches and editorials Bulgaria, Poland and Czechoslovakia 
continued stress agricultural problems, labor productivity, material incentives, initiative 
from below and 


Although the Soviet budget publicly indicated increased allocation funds 
heavy industry, equivalent shift emphasis was apparent the 1955 Plans the 
Satellites. Throughout the area, consumer goods production increase rate more 
rapid than capital goods production, living standards are and the emphasis 
agriculture stronger than ever before. 


That some shifts implementation the new policies were taking place Hun- 
gary seemed apparent. Following Rakosi’s return from Moscow, for example, was 
announced that the expansion the Stalinvaros steel where construction had 
been suspended since 1953, would completed. were indications 
any new huge heavy industrial expansion program, nor were there this time 


any major changes investments investment policy the Satellites despite the major 
change the Soviet budget. 


Thus, the country which had travelled furthest the New Course direction, Hungary, 
was the only Satellite which the heavy industrial emphasis public statement resem- 
bled that the USSR. Even here there was considerable question the extent 
which these assertions would, could, carried out. Although the talk heavy in- 
dustry “the foundation all Socialist progress” has always been part the Len- 
inist-Stalinist ritual, there has been increase both frequency and intensity rep- 
etition the past two months, and Hungary and the USSR accompanied definite 
change tone. some degree this obvious concern for the failure Satellite indus- 
try attain even the greatly curtailed goals the New Course. This was most striking 
Hungary where 1954 heavy industry decreased minus percent and was now 
scheduled increase plus percent 1955. Moreover, the definition heavy indus- 
try the Communist world has always included multitude categories from arma- 
ments what Polish First Party Secretary Bierut defined “heavy industry” the 
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recent Plenum: agricultural machinery, chemical fertilizers, plant aids, steel, pig iron and 
electricity. was significant that many recent speeches throughout the orbit were con- 
cerned with the improvement those industries relating most directly food and shel- 
ter: farming, animal husbandry, and construction. 


general, however, there apparent divergence between Soviet and Satellite 
cies. possible that there will different “courses” for the Satellites (with only 
years less Communism, resisting population, and colonial status) and for the 
Soviet Union (with almost years Communism, compliant population, 
“imperial” status). addition, these shifts and divergences may temporary expedient 
pending realignment all the Satellite Plans and the Soviet Plan for 1956 the hope 
that there will better meshing and less waste, duplication and confusion. 


Many Western observers saw the modifications policy the Soviet orbital re- 
sponse the signing the Paris Agreement and the rearmament Western Germany. 
Others saw them the expression ideological conflicts and internal 
Malenkov versus Khrushchev, Rakosi versus Nagy, the Party versus the Army, etc. Prob- 
ably both points view have some validity. The changed tone Soviet foreign policy 
statements and the release the new Soviet budget two months ahead schedule prob- 
ably were intended play, and succeeded playing, significant role the fall 
the Mendes-France government, and were also directed against rearming Western Ger- 
many. But the greatest weight evidence seemed that the Soviet Union and its 
Satellites were not acting out strength but out the weaknesses engendered and con- 
tinued critical agricultural and livestock situation, completely inadequate con- 
sumer goods production, confused internal trade, pricing and marketing system, 
inadequate fuel and raw materials base, wavering bureaucracy, and, the Satel- 
lites least, resisting people capable distinguishing between their own interests 
and Soviet aspirations. 
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The 


Swiatlo 


Story 


Soviet troika: Rokossowski, Bierut, Ochab. 


Notice: This material protected copyright. may used for background material and for brief excerpts re- 


the Iron Curtain. Copyright March, 1955. 


Any more extensive use the material requires written permission from News From Behind 


This the unique story Jozef Swiatlo, Com- 
munist political policeman, who sought asylum 
the West. came America and told the Free 
Europe Committee his story. Since September, 
has been broadcasting that story over Radio Free 
Europe’s Voice Free Poland. Now, for the first 
time, appears print. 


Socialist state,’ and what “Socialist 
truly like. tale the evils done the 
police, Party and Government their own ad- 
herents, and horrible is, far less horrible 


than what all these combined have done the 
Polish people. 


1953, Lieutenant Colonel Jozef Swiatlo, 
the Polish political police, fled the West. had been 
sent Berlin Polish leader Boleslaw Bierut confer 
with the Security Chief the East German regime 
common security interests. The conference 
rupted for few days the request Soviet advisor, 
and Colonel Swiatlo and his Polish confrere, Colonel 
Fejgin, went the Western sector one evening, Fejgin 
make some purchases, Swiatlo order escape. When 
they had arrived West Berlin, Swiatlo went into office 
change East marks for West marks while Fejgin waited 
for him the street. After Swiatlo came out, Fejgin him- 
self went for currency exchange and left Swiatlo the 
street. Swiatlo then walked away, and reported the 
American authorities, requesting political asylum. 
Defectors high the Communist hierarchy are always 
rare; the secret police, they are even rarer. Those indi- 
viduals with similar backgrounds who have the past de- 
fected (Orlov, Krivitsky, Khokhlov, Rastvorov) have 


with them exceptionally interesting information 
the Communist world and its leadership. this regard 
Swiatlo even more exceptional than most. 

Who Jozef Swiatlo? Swiatlo had the rank Lieuten- 
ant Colonel and Deputy Chief Department the 
Ministry Public Security Poland. was member 


the Communist Party for over twenty years and enjoyed 
the confidence the Polish “big three,” Bierut, Berman and 
Minc. had access the secrets the police and the 
Party. Swiatlo was used Bierut and the Polish Politburo 
carry out the most confidential tasks: was sent 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia gather evidence against 
Gomulka the time the Rajk and Slansky trials. 
the personal orders Bierut, arrested Gomulka, the 
former Secretary-General the Communist Party Po- 
land, regime leaders Marshal Zymierski, General Spychal- 
ski, Ministers Lechowicz and Dubiel, and the American 
Hermann Field, well many others. Bezpieka 
functionary, Colonel Swiatlo took part forging the refer- 
endum and the elections the Sejm (the Polish parlia- 
ment) 1947 and 1952. Swiatlo says: 

“In the Ministry Security, served several voievod- 
ship Bureaus Public Security. After transfer from 
Cracow Warsaw, was assigned the 10th Depart- 
ment the Ministry Public Security. Officially the 
task the Department was investigate and liquidate all 
foreign,—that is, non-Soviet—influences the PZPR and 
fabricate evidence against Party members, with the ex- 
ception Bierut himself whose records are kept 
Moscow. 


“But fact the tasks the 10th Department are con- 


siderably broader. The Department constant and 
close touch with the security organs other Communist 
regimes the Satellite countries—Hungary, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Bulgaria, East Germany and elsewhere—and evi- 
dence collected against all members the Politburo, 
the highest Party and government authorities. The 10th 
Department approves all candidates for deputies, councilors, 
delegates Party congresses, trade union and youth organi- 
zation conferences, well members Party leadership 
groups. word, the 10th Department the center 
which are kept all the compromising materials which one 
Party and regime dignitary has his disposa! against an- 
other Party and regime dignitary. Thus there were 
Party and government secrets about which would not 
know. 

“In the course service the Bezpieka arrested 
nearly all the most prominent Party and regime officials 
who were later imprisoned. Thus, was well known 
everyone the Bezpieka Bureau Warsaw, well 
all the voievodship organs security, for most frequently 
was who signed the instructions and the orders from 
the 10th Department the voievodship departments.” 

What follows uncovers the most strictly guarded secrets 
the Party and the regime and the political police 
Poland. was told the Free Europe Committee, and 
subsequently broadcast the people Poland over Radio 
Free Europe’s Voice Free Poland. The following 
Swiatlo’s story, told chiefly his own words, with mini- 
mum commentary. 


Captive Poland 


There has been much talk Polish-Soviet friendship 
and Polish autonomy and independence but Swiatlo had 
the opportunity learn the real facts. 

“Nothing can happen Poland which would con- 
trary Moscow’s will, and the entire mechanism State 
life regulated the most minute detail the plenipo- 
tentiaries the Soviet Union. close quarters, had 
chance see how the Polish pation was daily robbed 
its most elementary democratic freedoms. close quar- 
ters saw the so-called representatives the working class, 
following the Soviet pattern, force the Polish working class 
undertake superhuman efforts behalf the greatest 
and the worst exploiter the working class: State capital- 
ism. The Polish working class has been robbed the most 
elementary human and social rights enjoyed workers 
capitalist countries. has been robbed the right 
strike, unite free trade unions, has lost all demo- 
cratic rights. 

“Poland ruled exclusively Moscow. Two echelons 
must distinguished here: one the direct Soviet echelon, 
the Kremlin, i.e. the Politburo the Soviet Party, Soviet 
advisors Poland the Warsaw Ministry Security, and 
the Soviet Ambassador Poland. That how things look 
the Soviet side, the side which issues instructions and 
makes decisions. lower level the so-called Polish 
echelon which includes Bierut and the Politburo the 
PZPR, Rokossowski and the Ministry Security. This 
the executive level. 


“The general political line established conferences 
Moscow. They used presided over Stalin, later 
Malenkov. Some other members the Soviet Politburo 
are present. All the political moves any consequence are 
determined there. Generally Bierut who goes 
cow get the instructions; often accompanied 
Berman and Minc. This does not mean that does not 
from time time take along other members the Warsaw 
Politburo, particularly when matters passed fall 
within the competence Ochab, Mazur one the 
others. However, Bierut the only recipient the funda- 
mental political decisions. But political only. de- 
cisions which concern working out Army plans are sent 
directly Rokossowski from the Soviet General Staff. 
most cases Bierut knows nothing about these military in- 
structions. 

“To tell the truth there need for Soviet control 
the Polish echelon level, for Bierut and his associates are 
well trained that they put more eagerness into carrying out 
Moscow’s orders than required; they even try guess 
the Kremlin’s wishes and intentions advance.* The 
whole complex Poland’s political and economic life 
caught the iron tongs control which are held the 
hands the Ministry Public Security. The squeeze 
exerted group Soviet advisors, so-called, headed 
the chief advisor, General Lalin.” 


Internecine Warfare 


Although the Communists attempt paint picture 
monolithic Party, the facts their political behavior 
show how deeply split the Party even the Politburo. 
Swiatlo says: 

“In the political set-up the ruling clique there are 
several sets Politburo members, divided according 
their specific gravity the Party hierarchy. the political 
and economic sectors, Poland ruled the big three: 
Bierut, Berman and Minc. These three rule under Soviet 
instructions and decide how these instructions should 
carried out. The second set admitted the secret sessions 
the big three special occasions composed Ochab, 
Mazur and Zambrowski. Next come Zenon Nowak and 
Aleksander Zawadzki. lower rung the ladder are 
the representatives the so-called 
Party who are considered necessary evil: Jozwiak and 
Chelchowski. the very lowest rung there Cyrankiewicz, 
who informed the decisions the big three only 
the affair comes the Plenary meeting the Politburo. 

“The members the Politburo not trust one another 
and there sincere cooperation among them. Their 
being one group made possible only mutual black- 
mail and ties from their common criminal past. Every one 
them has his disposal some incriminating evidence 
and documents which constitute potential threat po- 
litical physical liquidation the others. Often the 
others not even know about it. 


example how far this can carried told Swiatlo. 
Bierut suggested Stalin that they might change the national 
anthem Poland. Stalin cooled his fervor saying: 
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“For example: Bierut and Berman are best friends. And 
yet behind Berman’s back, Bierut instructed assemble 
incriminating evidence against Comrade Jakub 
Party name] and kept his files personally. the other 
hand, behind Bierut’s back, Berman instructed proc- 
ess Wanda Gorska, Bierut’s mistress, from whom Bierut 
rarely parts. obvious that strict investigation Gorska 
enabled investigate Bierut and that was exactly what 
Berman wanted. 

the Party itself monolithic. Though the out- 
side world platitudes are constantly recited about unity and 
iron discipline, actual fact the Party split into num- 
ber larger and smaller factions, with the various mem- 
bers the Politburo conducting bitter struggle amongst 
themselves. The PZPR may divided into three groups: 
the privileged group composed those trained Russia 
whose members have old ties with the NKVD; the barely 
tolerated group the so-called home Communists who 
spent the war under German occupation, and finally, the 
third group composed former Polish Socialist Party 
members who joined the Polish Workers’ Party form the 
Polish United Workers’ Party. There used fourth 
group, the ‘Spanish group’ composed former participants 
the Spanish Civil War, but was liquidated.” 


Politburo Portraits 


The main representative the Soviets Poland 
Boleslaw Bierut, Comrade Tomasz known the 
circles the Party aristocracy. Although his official titles 
change (he was President and now First Secretary the 
Party) the actual leader the State and holds the 
highest position and greatest power Poland. 

“Before the war,” Swiatlo recalls, “Bierut was never 
leader the Communist Party and was completely un- 
known the Party ranks. was then paid agent the 
NKVD. Bierut played major role under the German 
occupation. the instructions Moscow the Party was 
then being organized Nowotko and Finder, successive 
secretaries the Polish Workers’ Party. Only after their 
death did Bierut become the main representative the 
Comintern. was that time that Bierut’s aversion 
and struggle with Gomulka began, particularly because 
Gomulka was given the post Party Secretary.” 

Since the leader the Party had presented 
appropriate light, legend had created fit his per- 
son. “That why,” Swiatlo points out, whole commit- 
tee headed Kowalczyk was assigned write Bierut’s 
biography, all for the purpose making NKVD 
agent into Party giant. was difficult even find his 
name among the other Polish Communists simply because 
had worked secret for the NKVD all his 

one his talks over the Voice Free Poland, Swiatlo 
addressed himself directly Bierut and reminded him 
certain details his career: 


“How luxuriously and pompously your life flows! 
high time that the Polish people learned that you have 
your disposal less than luxuriously furnished and 
palatial villas: the Belvedere, the villa Klonowa Street 


Glossary Terms 


United Workers’ Party (Polska Zjednoczona Partia 
Robotnicza), the present name the Communist Party 
since the 1948 “merger.” 

—Polish Workers’ Party (Polska Partia Rabotnicza), the 
Polish Communist Party was revived under this name 
January 1942. “merged” December 1948 with the 
Communist-dominated wing the Polish Socialist Party. 

—Polish Socialist Party (Polska Partia 
whose left wing merged with the Communists. 

—Security Police Office (Urzad Bezpieczenstwa) 

Bezpieka—a commonly accepted slang term for the Security Police. 

MBP Public Security (Ministerstwo 
Publicznego). 

—People’s Army (Armia Ludowa), the Communist under- 
ground army directed and subordinated the Polish 
Workers’ Party. 

—Home Army (Armia Krajowa), the underground army 
which operated Poland during the German Occupation 
and directed the Polish Government-in-Exile Lon- 
don. its peak, was composed some 380,000 men, 
and was the bulk the Polish opposition. 

Kosciuszko Division—the first Polish unit formed Russia 
May 1943, subordinated the Union Polish Patriots 
Moscow and directed under Red Army command. The 
division first fought the Battle Lenino Fall 1943 
together with the Red Army. The division was named 
after the Polish national hero Kosciuszko. 

Smiersh —abbreviation the Russian (Smiert 
shpionam), the Soviet counterintelligence service. 

START the Underground Investigation Office, sub- 
ordinated the Polish Government London. 

People’s Commissariat Internal Affairs (Narodnij 
Kommisariat Vnuirennich Diel), the major security or- 
gan the USSR, renamed the Ministry Internal Se- 
curity after Beria’s execution. 


PPR 


PPS 


Warsaw, your houses Natolin, Konstancin, Sopot, 
Jurata, Miedzywodzie, Krynica, Karpacz and the hunting 
lodge Lansko Olsztyn province. And these villas 
are furnished fairy-tale like splendor. 

visited you the Belvedere and Konstancin and 
shall describe the way you live for the people Poland. 
The Belvedere reminds one only from the outside what 
once was. Only the outside humble used 
be. Like you, humble meetings, before the masses, 
playing the part man the people. But let stroll 
through your Belvedere apartments. First, into 
the hunting den, furnished gray, the color deer- 
skin with which the furniture upholstered. The backs 
the lovely chairs are made special materials imported 
from India. huge glass cabinet lined with deer- 
skin and occupies whole wall. filled with the rarest 
rifles and hunting equipment, for our Comrade Bierut does 
lot hunting. 

“Or let take the dining room the Belvedere. was 
twice invited together with the members the Politburo 
exquisite dinner. Ebony furniture upholstered with 
the best leather. Elegant waitresses move quietly 
shadows. They, well the cooks, work all night 
such occasions. Against the wall low sideboard with 
bowls choice imported fruit, all kinds sweets, imported 
cigarettes and rare fruit juices. Against another wall, an- 
other sideboard with vodka, cognac, liqueurs, imported 
wines, mostly French, Hungarian and Crimean. Next 
the battery bottles, caviar, salmon, lobsters, and the 


i- 
l- 

1e 

NV 

of 
eir 
ne 
the 
nal 


Boleslaw Bierut 


Jakub Berman 


choicest hors d’oeuvres platters exquisite porcelain 
and silver. Official dinners start with these hors d’oeuvres. 
Next, one sits down table and Comrade Bierut’s servants 
serve one hot dish after the other. That how the secre- 
tary the Party, the so-called man the people, lives 
the Poland workers and peasants. His life brutal 
contrast the grey and hard reality the Polish people’s 
lives. 

“Bierut does not live the Belvedere. only works 
there and does his mistress, Wanda Gorska, whose title 
that secretary. lives quiet, luxurious villa next 
the Belvedere, Klonowa Street. There Gorska 
longer secretary. She enjoys her numerous fur coats, her 
lingerie the most exquisite French silks, her scores 
pairs shoes and her hats. When gets tired Klonowa 
Street, Bierut goes his mansion Konstancin, always 
taking Wanda along. This mansion has rooms furnished 
the most modern style. Usually, spends the summers 
there rooms decorated with old paintings and filled with 
masterpieces goldsmith’s art. course, Bierut has his 
own shoemaker, tailor and barber, besides about 230 serv- 
ants his various residences. The hunting lodge Lansko 
alone has garrison guards under the command 
Lt. Doskoczynski. These people take care the lodge, 
keep readiness, and breed special game for the 
days annually which Bierut spends hunting there. Bierut 
has his own movie theaters the Belvedere and Kon- 
stancin where imported films are shown.” 

“In the Belvedere,” Swiatlo recalls, Bierut 
guarded some 150 soldiers the Internal Security Corps 
and twenty personal bodyguards. Let imagine for 
moment Comrade Bierut’s journey Konstancin. What 
happens then? The whole route from Warsaw Kon- 
stancin guarded permanent and mobile guardposts. 
They guard the way day and night all year long. When 
Comrade Bierut finally enters his Konstancin villa, always 
with the indispensable Wanda, the park crowded men 
dressed dark suits. All this that the ‘adoring masses’ 
will not any chance take into their minds welcome 
Comrade Bierut sincerely and warmly. 

“Comrade Bierut does not like take risks and that 
why has two armored cars. know them,” Swiatlo says, 
“because myself was sent Prague 1949 test them. 
They had been especially made for Comrade Bierut the 


Hilary Mine 


The Polish Politburo 


Edward Ochab 


Zenon Nowak 


Czech Skoda Works. tested the armored plates 
shooting them forest. The same armored cars 
were given all Politburo members, including Cyran- 
kiewicz. 

“When, for example, Bierut salutes parade comes 
one Warsaw’s railroad stations his returns from Mos- 
cow, the newspapers later write about the enthusiastic re- 
ception given him the people. Let look the photo- 
graphs these welcomes. crowd surrounding Bierut 
like insurmountable wall can easily distinguish such 
representatives the Polish community Soviet Colonel, 
Grzybowski, Director the Department Government 
Officials’ Protection, his deputies, Soviet officers, Colonels 
Lechowski and Klaroff, and advisor the same depart- 
ment, Colonel Lozovoj. Next them are several dozen 
men dressed dark suits with their hands the revolvers 
their pockets. These are other Russians, Ukrainians and 
Byelorussians from Bierut’s private bodyguard unit. 

“All Bierut’s servants, the servants other dignitaries, 
the waitresses and cooks the Belvedere, the ‘court tailors,’ 
shoemakers, barbers and even cleaning women, are em- 
ployees the Department Government Officials’ Pro- 
tection, subordinated the Ministry Public Security. 
Warsaw’s Wisniowa Street, there special laboratory, 
organized and serviced Soviet specialists, where food 
put the table the regime leaders checked and 
tested. 

“But even the far-reaching measures caution failed 
protect Bierut against attacks made his life some 
members the people who are allegedly much love 
with him. 1953, worker managed find his way into 
the Belvedere court and killed officer Bierut’s body- 
guard unit with when the officer tried stop him. 
The worker did not know that the palace gate opens 
means electrical device. was shot dead other 
bodyguards. 

year before, young man made his way into the 
courtyard also with the intention killing Bierut. shot 
Lt. Doskoczynski the way, wounding him, but was him- 
self shot dead other bodyguards. 

“In 1951 soldier guard the Belvedere, himself 
member the Internal Security Corps, shot Bierut who 
was then taking his walk the park. missed and then 
shot himself with automatic pistol. 
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Jozwiak Wladyslaw Dworakowski 


Franciszek Mazur 


Hilary Chelchowski 


Jozef 


“And when Bierut was attending opening new 
building for the State Council Warsaw, central heat- 
ing stove suddenly exploded. Everyone knew that the ac- 
cident was not natural. 

“And so, practice, these are what the ties with the 
masses look like.” 


Jakub Berman 


Berman, ‘Comrade Swiatlo says, “is the 
Number Two man the Party hierarchy. Together with 
Ochab responsible for the Party’s ideological position. 
Poland, has almost much say Bierut himself. 
There was time, for period six months so, when 
Berman’s position was uncertain; that was during the 
Kremlin-dictated anti-Semitic campaign. Party members 
then began speak more and more openly about the pre- 
war times when Berman was charge the intelligentsia 
section the Polish Communist Party. Berman was 
never arrested and never appeared court any occa- 
sion. Sometimes, when Party member was 
fore the war, turned out the course his trial that 
the police were well aware Berman’s work. The arrested 
Party member would then expect that Berman would also 
arraigned. always turned out, however, that the court 
dealt with the case alone, sent the defendant jail, and 
was left peace. 

“During the period when Berman’s position was un- 
certain, Bierut took away his jurisdiction over the security 
department the Party Politburo. 

“There doubt that lot could said about Ber- 
man Colonel Rozanski, director the Investigation 
Department the Ministry Security, who knew Berman 
for long time and always spoke him with contempt. 
Rozanski maintained that were not for Berman’s high 


position, many things could said him and many 
charges brought against him. 

“The fact that was responsible for the ideological 
purity the Party did not prevent Berman from covering 
for the abuses his brother-in-law, Dr. Gruenberg, 
Director the Ministry Health, although those hurt 
most Gruenberg were poor people, least people 
who were ill and needed help. 1952 there was tre- 
mendous swindle perpetrated, amounting millions 
zlotys, dealing with medicines imported from abroad, 
chiefly penicillin and streptomycin. Gruenberg was put 
charge distributing the medicines the various drug- 
stores, but instead gave them only his trusted drug- 
gist friends who immediately sold the medicines the 
blackmarket and paid high percentage their profit 
Gruenberg. Thanks the intervention his brother-in- 
law, Berman, Dr. Gruenberg’s swindle was hushed and 
himself was left his job. 

“Berman great friend Bierut. remember case,” 
Swialto says, “when one the comrades was secretly sen- 
tenced long prison term Bierut’s request simply be- 
cause conversation raised some doubts Berman’s 
Party past and referred his prewar dealings. another 
time Bierut instructed liquidate Dr. Petruszynski, 
Ukrainian living Konstancin, who complained about 
the aforementioned Dr. Gruenberg. But sometimes Bierut’s 
request not sufficient. Thus approached Soviet ad- 
visor the 10th Department, Colonel Sigaczoff, and 
presented him with the facts, and asked for instructions 
what with Petruszynski. After some time Sigac- 
zoff gave his decision: ‘Nie nado.’ English: ‘It 
not necessary [to liquidate 

But the friendship between Bierut and Berman did not 
prevent Bierut from ordering Swiatlo collect incriminat- 
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ing material against Berman and keep Berman’s records 
up-to-date. 

“Berman, Swiatlo relates, “also insured him- 
self against any eventualities. Without Bierut’s knowledge, 
instructed start the files and process the case 
Wanda Gorska, Bierut’s Wanda Gorska came 
from family policemen. Her brother worked the 
KRYPO [the German Kriminal during the occu- 
pation and had some dealings with the Gestapo. Some- 
one recognized him, and another individual testified that 
Gorski took part street roundups organized the Ger- 
mans during the occupation. Thanks Gorska’s interven- 
tion, was released. The Politburo does not put much trust 
Gorska either. How many times when secret report 
protocol was delivered Bierut, checked 
first see whether she was the room, for did not 
want the papers pass through her hands. Many times 
Berman told me: ‘Make sure, Comrade, that the report 
does not fall into Gorska’s hands. must delivered di- 
rectly Comrade Tomasz. very unfortunate that 
Comrade Tomasz tied himself with such whore.’ 


Marshal Rokossowski 


Swiatlo says, “has completely 
recovered from his experiences Soviet concentration 
camp whence was released after the outbreak the 
Nazi-Soviet war. Rokossowski does not mix Warsaw 
Party politics. rarely attends the sessions the 
buro and the same time hardly ever informs Bierut 
military matters. direct contact with the Soviet 
General Staff from which gets instructions and which 
reports. Moscow’s special envoy Poland, and 
organizationally completely independent from the PZPR. 

“But even Rokossowski not without blemish from the 
Party viewpoint. His brother worked with the German 
Criminal Police during the occupation and Rokossowski 
not only keeps touch with him, but even supports him. 
This known both Bierut and the 10th Department, 
which keeps Rokossowski’s files. 

“He lives, together with his family, the General In- 
spectorate the Armed Forces Warsaw. also has 
villa Konstancin. Rokossowski’s bodyguard numbers 
men, all Russians, the same protection accorded, until re- 
cently, Radkiewicz. 

“All this has its significance. Soviet leadership Poland 
gives these people understand that despite the high 
posts some them hold, despite the thousands soldiers 
and men who are their disposal, one telephone call 
Moscow’s Lubianka 


Stanislaw Radkiewicz 


separate position the Politburo was occupied the 
loyal and obedient Bezpieka chief, Stanislaw Radkiewicz. 
long held his office, conferred with Bierut al- 
most daily but was not really the boss. The whole secu- 
rity apparatus exclusively controlled the chief Soviet 
advisor Radkiewicz, General Lalin. Lalin who has 


the decisive voice how the Kremlin’s political and eco- 
nomic instructions are carried out Poland. Radkiewicz 
knew quite well what went each department his 
Ministry, but did not react against anything that served 
the Party, howsoever unjust the people. knew, 
had always known, that there were thousands innocent 
people imprisoned Poland. knew that the course 
Ministry investigation conducted Captain Kedzia, 
subordinate Colonel Rozanski, Lieutenant Colonel Do- 
brynski, one-time chief section the 4th Department 
the Ministry, was killed. Dobrynski was old Com- 
munist, close friend and collaborator Marceli Nowotko. 
was arrested connection with Spychalski’s case. The 
Bezpieka covered Dobrynski’s death, just hushed 
the death Cesanis, who was killed the same Cap- 
tain Kedzia. Radkiewicz also knew about the memoran- 
dum Colonel Rafal Moczarski, one the leaders the 
Home Army, which the latter listed some methods 
forcing confessions tried him Colonel Rozanski, chief 
the investigating department the Ministry Security. 

“He also knows all about the case Piwinska, wife 
member the Polish Workers’ [Communist] Party who 
perished German concentration camp, and the woman 
worker Halina Siedlik. They were both arrested Bierut’s 
request connection with the Gomulka case. Piwinska’s 
child was sent kindergarten where died. The 
charges made against both women turned out com- 
pletely groundless. After their release, Piwinska and Halina 
Siedlik submitted comprehensive report the Central 
Commission Party Control complaining about Rozanski’s 
treatment them. they wrote how Rozanski beat 
them during investigations, called them vile and dirty 
names, knocked out their teeth, spat them and kicked 
them. They accused him being sadist and degener- 
ate maniac. All these details were well known Rad- 
kiewicz, but did nothing the matter. 

“The gravest crime committed the now disgraced Rad- 
kiewicz from the Communist point view was Radkiewicz’s 
renunciation his views and his promise break with the 
Party, given the police before the war.” The details 
the matter are described Swiatlo follows: “It hap- 
pened 1951. The echoes struggle then being waged 
against Gomulka the Politburo reached all Party cells, 
organizations and offices. Everyone recalled the grim picture 
the Stalinist purges. The tension was further increased 
rumors being spread that Radkiewicz was leaving Secu- 
rity. was succeeded General Moczar, one Go- 
mulka’s men. Moczar was then visiting various Security 
offices the provinces and preparing himself take over 
Radkiewicz’s post. Finally, the critical moment came. 
had brought the arrested Gomulka Warsaw from Kry- 
nica and there learned that search was being made 
his lodgings Polish First Army Avenue. went there 
meet superior, Colonel Fejgin. waited while the 
search was going and suddenly noticed envelope with 
the mark lying the floor. picked and found 
Secretary, Wieslaw Gomulka. The contents the letter 
were beyond expectation. Radkiewicz wrote that 
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could longer hide from the Party the crime had 
committed the past. appears that when Radkiewicz 
was Secretary the Communist Youth Union during the 
thirties, was arrested the police Upper Silesia. 
There had sign statement that renounced the 
Communist Party and that agreed terminate all po- 
litical activities. Radkiewicz’s letter Gomulka ended 
with words repentance and statement that view 
all that had happened could longer continue 
Politburo member. 

“Then understood many things. knew first all why 
Radkiewicz, ruthless dealing with his subordinates 
and inhuman toward his victims, was obedient and 
humble his Party superiors. hadn’t moment lose. 
was duty report immediately discovery the 
document. went back office once and there, 
telephone, called Vice-Minister Romkowski, who was then 
case.* Romkowski came see 


Major General Stanislaw Tatar (alias Tabor) was chief 
the operations section the High Command the Polish under- 
Home Army (AK). was transferred London 
1944 where chief the Department Polish staff, 
had his disposal considerable sums money which, 1945, 


and, having read the letter, decided deliver imme- 
diately and personally Bierut. When returned from 
Bierut, looked uneasy. asked report Bierut 
personally and advised not mention that had also 
shown the letter Fejgin. 

“Next day A.M. was admitted Bierut. Bierut 
first told off about showing the letter other people. 
Allegedly, was duty deliver directly him and 
him only. Then tried explain length and 
very complicated way why Radkiewicz’s crime had not 
been very grave. told that had known about 
the whole affair for long time and had the appropriate 


handed over the Communist government Warsaw. Subse- 
quently, collaborated with the Communists. July 31, 1951, 
Tatar and eight other high-ranking officers the prewar Polish 
Army went trial charged with having organized subversion 
and espionage the Polish Armed Forces. The men were 
pro-Communists and probably sympathetic Gomulka and Spy- 
chalski. Spychalski, already under arrest that time, was one 
the witnesses against them. The trial was spectacular one, with 
the main purpose liquidating high-ranking Polish officers and 
replacing them with Russians, thus speeding the Sovietization 
the Polish Armed Forces. Tatar and the three other general offi- 
cers trial were sentenced life imprisonment; the others were 
sentenced 10, and years respectively. 


The Ruling Circle 
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organs Moscow. Finally ordered keep the whole 
thing secret. The letter remained his hands. 

back office very angry. told Romkowski 
straight out that Bierut had not convinced me. told him 
that hundreds and thousands Party members had been 
expelled for offences much less grave. Many them had 
been accused collaborating with the police and the ac- 
cusations were many cases based only assumptions 
and ordinary gossip, while Radkiewicz’s case, him- 
self had admitted his guilt openly. Thus, was least 
necessary investigate further Radkiewicz’s contacts with 
the prewar police. Why did the Party treat this case 
lightly? But the events which followed fully explained the 
secret Bierut’s behavior. 

“To the Central Committee the Party Radkiewicz ad- 
mitted that was guilty not having unmasked Go- 
mulka’s and Spychalski’s plot and busied himself immedi- 
ately with collecting evidence obtain their conviction. 
ruthlessly persecuted their real and alleged supporters and 
gave one the impression being very frightened man. 
And his work against Gomulka continued, his position 
was strengthened. Thus, the incriminating letter found 
Gomulka’s room contributed the strengthening 
Radkiewicz’s position the Politburo. Having Rad- 
kiewicz’s letter his possession, Bierut was completely sure 
that the Security chief was going his side his 
struggle against Gomulka. And result, Moscow could 
depend completely the obedience and loyalty Rad- 
kiewicz. 

constant fight was carried between Radkiewicz and 
Zambrowski. Each tried make trouble for the other. This 
did not prevent Radkiewicz from granting so-called am- 
nesty Zambrowski’s wife when the occasion arose. Zam- 
browska herself not nobody the Communist regime. 
She holds the post chief Personnel the State Car 
Transport and inspires fear the institution. order 
understand what amnesty for regime dignitaries means, let 
for moment pay visit the barracks the Internal 
Security Corps Pulawska Street. small, shabby-looking 
barrack located there, without any sign the outside. 
Nothing indicates what treasures are hidden inside. Tex- 
tiles for export from Bielsk and Czechoslovakia can seen 
there which are never available the market for the com- 
mon man buy. All kinds contraband wares and things 
confiscated the Bezpieka one time another are also 
there. 

“Comrade Zambrowska’s car, rather one her cars— 
Russian ZIS, Czech Skoda American Chev- 
rolet—often stops front this barrack. Comrade Zam- 
browska and her mother make enormous purchases this 
Pulawska Street shop. payments are made cash. 
Everything put down the open account the then 
Central Committee Secretary, Roman Zambrowski. When 
this account gets too large, Radkiewicz graciously grants 
amnesty Comrade Zambrowski and cancels his wife’s 
and her mother’s debts the Bezpieka store. 

“According present Polish standards, Radkiewicz 
earned very good wage. received about 13,000 zloty 
monthly, after deductions. addition had, course, 


free apartment with service Warsaw and his own villa 
Konstancin, well four cars and four chauffeurs. 
This did not, however, prevent him from making still more 
money means ‘small transactions.’ For instance, 
Chief the Bezpieka Wroclaw, 
supplied hunting rifles and furniture Radkiewicz and 
the second Vice-Minister Security, Mieczyslaw Miet- 
kowski.” 


Edward Ochab 


“Ochab prewar Communist, simple and direct his 
dealings with people. always finds free time for the 
people has known the past. not sectarian, be- 
ing too clever and shrewd for that, but represents ex- 
treme, Stalinist Bolshevism. Ochab the man the 
future, said about him now. was assigned 
work exclusively the Party sector and for long time has 
not occupied any government post. being trained and 
educated future Party leader, Bierut’s successor. 

“How did happen that Ochab went far and 
still climbing the ladder? the Politburo, together 
with Berman, shares the responsibility for the so-called 
ideological front the Party. gives tone the in- 
ternal propaganda and works out the methods combating 
hostile propaganda. 

“When did Ochab’s rise begin? conference Bierut 
had with Stalin Moscow the time the Gomulka 
crisis. When somehow Ochab’s name came up, Stalin said: 
‘There you have good Bolshevik with sharp And 
this began Ochab’s career. Today regarded Bierut’s 
successor. But one knows how long will continue 
gather honors because Stalin’s grace. The memory 
the Big Leader fades away time goes by. Those who 
have been marked his grace must prepared for the 
fact that one day Stalin’s favors may painful heritage. 

“Although trained for his role future Party leader, 
Ochab has his files the Bezpieka too. His brother-in-law, 
Czeslaw Ringer, was police stooge before the war and 
supplied information the activities the Communist 
Party. had Ochab’s records file cabinet. 
come the point, Ochab’s father was prewar employee 
the police the Cracow voievodship. Ochab’s wife’s sister, 
Bilka Sielbiger, the wife Czeslaw Ringer whom knew 
well and through whose sister and wife got acquainted 
with Ochab. Ringer’s father owned big store Stradom. 
1934 1935, Czeslaw Ringer was mobilized and served 
the Podhalanski Infantry Regiment Nowy Sacz. There 
was arrested for his Communist activities the Army, 
but after months his sentence was commuted and 
was released. 

“During the war met Ringer again Soviet Cen- 
tral Asia 1942. year later, when was serving the 
Kosciuszko Division, met Edward Ochab again for the 
first time since our Cracow days. Ochab then persuaded 
join the service the political apparatus. 

“When 1948 found myself the Ministry 
curity, our Department received certain archive 
for processing. The materials concerned the case Com- 
munist espionage the Polish prewar Army the 
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accused, the main defendant was Roman Sliwa. knew 
him well because had served prison sentence with him. 
the records that case there was lengthy report 
the Information Officer the DOK [Headquarters 
the 5th Corps] which described how recruited 
agent work the Sliwa case. The report was pages 
and was quite clear that this agent, confident the 
Information Officer, was none other than Czeslaw Ringer, 
brother-in-law the Secretary the Central Commit- 
Edward Ochab. When Sliwa’s group was arrested, 
the ‘Information’ mobilized Ringer into the Army and 
there, cover the facts, case was brought against 
him for the sake appearances. this report our files, 
the pseudonym Ringer confidant was given. His 
duties and details his reports were also mentioned. There 
was evidence there that Ringer had betrayed Sliwa’s group 
into the hands the ‘Information.’ From the Party point 
view this was extremely serious offense, for what was 
involved was the betrayal men from the so-called Woj- 
skowka [military section], those working the most 
important sector Communist activities. 

“The whole case aroused lot talk our Depart- 
ment. held long discussions with Vice-Minister Public 
Security Romkowski how act. For here, 
thought, Ochab already the uncrowned successor 
while his brother-in-law proves former po- 
lice informer. For more than two years until the discovery 
this matter, Ringer worked the Ministry Securiiy 
Deputy-Director the Supply Department. prac- 
tice was really the Director, for the official Director 
the Department, Russian Colonel Miniecki, had left for 
the Sports Sector. informed Bierut the whole matter 
and turn openly disclosed all Ochab. Ochab 
was allowed through all our materials case, 
well the archives. was decided the top that Ringer 
must removed from the Ministry but such way that 
one should learn that Ochab’s brother-in-law was 
police informer. Ringer was made answer for violations 
Communist morality; was well known that had had 
various affairs with women. 

“Thus painlessly and quietly, Czeslaw Ringer, black 
spot Ochab’s past, was liquidated. Ringer was removed 
but the files the case and the incriminating materials re- 
mained. One day they may come handy, for one 
ever knows when the Party will decide that they are worth 
using and that the time use them has come.” 


Aleksander Zawadzki 


Zawadzki, Chairman the Council 
State, political significance. often plays sick 
and lives his illness, yet has huge ambitions and great 
aspirations. sometimes very stubborn and gets what 
wants. Thus, for example, one time decided that 
there would promotions the Ministry Security. 
Because the fact that such promotions have signed 
him, there have been promotions the Ministry for 
the past three years. 

“The Party had some difficulties connection with pre- 


The Politburo: seeing eye eye. 


paring for the elections the national councils slated for 
December 1954, and that why the elections kept being 
postponed. Zawadzki, Chairman the Council 
State, was unable manage the huge machinery necessary 
get Party nominees elected. Zawadzki did not pass the 
test Chairman. seems good only being 
representative but was not big enough steer the 
electoral machine. empty, incompetent and lazy 
man. not any quick work; stubborn and 
lacks energy. That why the Party had entrust the 
elections Roman Zambrowski. was Zambrowski who 
worked with success the referendum and the elections 
1947. was also active the 1952 elections.” 


Franciszek Mazur 


“Franciszek Mazur has been entrusted the Politburo 
with matters Church and religion. expert 
this field and together with Bierut takes part confer- 
ences Moscow which the anti-Church campaigns and 
anticlerical methods are worked out. also participated 
Moscow conference which the decision stage the 
Kaczmarek trial and arrest Cardinal Wyszynski was ap- 
proved.” 


Wladyslaw Dworakowski 


“Wladyslaw Dworakowski charge trade and 
handicraft affairs. not particularly clever man, but 
has been tolerated and even promoted. All this because 
represented the so-called free trade union movement 
the National Home Council, and thus cannot—as 
said about him Poland—be erased from history.” 


Roman Zambrowski 


“Roman Zambrowski charge public administra- 
tion and present, among other duties, carrying out 
reform the administrative divisions and organizing and 
carrying out elections the National Councils. 

“As has been mentioned before, continuous struggle 
went between Zambrowski and Radkiewicz. Radkiewicz, 
for instance, took great pleasure interfering with the ad- 
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ministrative departments assigned Zambrowski, and 
retaliation Zambrowski took out Radkiewicz’s people. 
way example, recall two big scandals which took 
place the fall 1953. Radkiewicz’s orders, the dis- 
trict attorney Katowice and his closest collaborators were 
arrested. The investigation revealed that the district at- 
torney had used his position satisfy his erotic inclinations. 
Simultaneously, another scandal broke out Warsaw. For 
long time, was noticed that the markets Koszy- 
kowa Street and the Rozycki Bazaar, goods were sold 
broad daylight originating from suspect sources and 
selling black market prices. Radkiewicz ordered the 
matter investigated and came light that 
both markets kind ‘insurance fund’ existed. The mer- 
chants made monthly contributions the fund which, 
turn, was divided among the officials the Special Com- 
mission the Warsaw district attorney’s office. 

“It was believed then that the object these revelations 
was purge the State apparatus various kinds crime. 
reality, however, was simple act vengeance 
Radkiewicz relation Zambrowski. The Katowice 
district attorney’s office and the Special Commission were 
both that time subject Zambrowski’s jurisdiction. 
Incidentally, Zambrowski knew that the Bezpieka files 
contained materials incriminating him and his wife. Rad- 
kiewicz thus had strong hold Zambrowski and for 
the time being, means arrests Katowice and War- 
saw, intimated him that, due time, might use 
stronger weapons against him. This did not prevent Rad- 
kiewicz from cancelling Zambrowski’s debts for goods 
bought the Ministry Security’s stores.” 


Jozwiak and Chelchowski: "The 


The “natives” the Politburo should mentioned. 
This group condemned extinction sooner later, 
the same way the group which participated the Span- 
ish Civil War was liquidated. 

“The most important the two remaining ‘natives’,” 
according Swiatlo, “is, course, Jozwiak. During the 
occupation was Chief-of-Staff the People’s Army, and 
later, after the war, became commandant the Citi- 
zens’ Militia. this connection, conflict between Joz- 
wiak and Radkiewicz developed. The Militia was subject 
the Minister Public Security. When Jozwiak was its 
commandant, gathered its ranks and supported many 
who had been partisans the occupation period. Rad- 
kiewicz held this against him and expressed his dissatisfac- 
tion the concentration partisans the Militia. This 
was inconvenient for him. Jozwiak did not want sub- 
ordinate himself Radkiewicz and did not follow his 
orders. Because this, Radkiewicz eventually effected 
Jozwiak’s ouster from the post commandant the 
Militia. 

“In this way, the Politburo has for many years restricted 
Jozwiak’s political position. himself very ambitious, 
has great aspirations and wanted Chairman the 
State Council. When this did not materialize indig- 
nantly manifested his bitterness. these ambitions was 
supported his wife, Lena Wolinska, who much 


Bierut: the Party Way Life 


younger than he. They both wanted make the most 
their trump card which that Jozwiak helped Bierut con- 
siderably his struggle against Gomulka. Jozwiak per- 
mitted himself used tool that struggle, acted 
against Gomulka, and attacked him. 

“However, Bierut also has strong trump cards his 
hand. Thanks them blackmailed Jozwiak and forced 
him speak out against Gomulka. Why Jozwiak and not 
someone else? For the simple reason that the 10th 
Department had materials incriminating Jozwiak. was 
evident from the documents disposal that the 
twenties made application for employment with the 
Lublin police, assuring them that would loyal and 
faithful. The files contained his biography, written his 
own handwriting, and the urgent request for permission 
serve the police. These documents concerning the Chair- 
man the Central Commission Party Control are par- 
ticularly significant because Jozwiak’s position entails his 
watching over the purity and orthodoxy the Party mem- 
bers. And that very man had applied for admission the 
prewar Polish police. This was perfect blackmail instru- 


The Party Way Life 


These are the moral profiles some those who pres- 
ently rule Poland. “The life the highest Party com- 
rades,” Swiatlo points out, “differs very little from the 
standard living Comrade Bierut. Many live 
Klonowa Street. Next Bierut’s residence are the homes 
Berman and Radkiewicz; somewhat farther, those 
Minc, Zambrowski, Jozwiak, Zawadzki, and others. All 
Klonowa Street barred traffic and pedestrians. The 
same applies the government and Party colony Kon- 
stancin, because every Politburo member has villa there 
well. 

“And besides these, there are such privileged persons 
Szyr, the Security Vice Ministers, Romkowski and Miet- 
kowski, and many others. The entire colony situated 
beautiful woods. surrounded high, elegant fence, 
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and has its own plumbing, electrical installations, moving 
picture theater and dining rooms, the services which 
Politburo members receive free charge. There also 
separate guardhouse especially built cost half 
million zloty for protecting these high-ranking officials. 

“Obviously the members the Politburo have their 
own barbers, shoemakers and tailors, who are employees 
the Protection Government Officials department. The 
tailors take their measurements regularly every six months 
and have their shops models each comrade that 
they not have come for fittings. They fit suits the 
best imported materials these models. The wives the 
leaders the people, from section chiefs the Central 
upward, are among those privileged ladies 
who wear the best furs, the smartest dresses and the finest 
underwear. must also add that addition the resi- 
dences Klonowa Street and Konstancin, every Polit- 
member also has villa some vacation resort, either 
the mountains the seashore, depending his prefer- 
ence and his state health. course they also have stores 
their own run the Ministry Security Warsaw 
Rakowiecka, Wisniowa and Pulawska Streets and In- 
dependence Avenue. 

“They enjoy medical care most modern, separate 
Government clinic and special pavilion the sixth 
floor the Security Hospital Warsaw. Each them 
has his private physician. For Bierut, the doctor Profes- 
sor-Doctor Plockier, old physician MOPR [the Com- 
munist International Association Help Political Pris- 
who lives Kazimierzowska Street Warsaw. But 
Moscow are flown who check Comrade Bierut’s state 
health. Twice, German physician was also called in.” 


The Gomulka-Spychalski Affair 


“The Gomulka affair, and that General Spychalski 
which closely linked with it, were the most important 
events Party life the postwar Swiatlo has 
testified. These two affairs not only afford ample evidence 
the internal conflicts the Communist Party, but more 
than ample evidence the impossibility maintaining 
either ideals love country while serving the Com- 

“Ideological differences exist the Party,” Swiatlo ex- 
plains, the sense that some faithful Moscow agents ac- 
cept changes tactics without difficulty because they long 
ago had become reconciled the principle that Moscow’s 
wishes and interests ultimately constitute the so-called Party 
line, while others believe the lies and accept the changing 
tactics the real Party line. 

“So-called rightist leftist deviations consist the fact 
that some comrades not distinguish between Party tac- 
tics and the real political line. Tactics change and depend 
the political conditions the moment and Mos- 
cow’s needs. But the true Party line always remains the 
same. And those who accept tactics the new political 
line must due course suffer the consequences. This 
what deviation consists of. 


Wladyslaw Gomulka 


“By way example, let mention that, among others, 
Gomulka proclaimed that ‘there will collectivization 
Poland.’ His mistake was that believed this. The 
same was said others—Bierut and Minc, Ochab and 
Nowak, Berman and Zambrowski*—only they understood 
that this was solely tactical move necessary for the Party 
time when was consolidating its power. There- 
fore, they are all the Politburo today, while Gomulka 
prison.” 

For the beginning the Gomulka case, Swiatlo says, 
“it back the history the former 


May 1945, the meeting the National Council 
the Homeland Warsaw, Zambrowski said: “The Polish Workers’ 
Party never advanced the slogan collectivization and does not 
have collectivization its program. are not aware that any 
democratic party should have collectivization its program. How- 
ever, fact that the reactionaries have succeeded deceiving 
part the peasants [concerning (Glos Ludu, May 
1945) the same meeting, Minc, then Chairman the Eco- 
nomic Committee the Council Ministers, said: “We reject 
fantastic and outright provocation insinuations spread our 
enemies the effect that agriculture the government intends 
introduce collective economy, that after the land reform, kolk- 
hozes will established. stand firmly individual peasant 
farming.” (Glos Ludu, May 1945) 
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Communist Party Poland. the prewar period the 
Comintern, according plan, systematically liquidated 
those Communists the Polish Party who tried even 
the slightest degree adjust Communist tactics—let alone 
Communist ideology—to the needs the country. Eventu- 
ally, the Comintern was left other choice but liqui- 
date, Moscow, almost the entire leadership the Com- 
munist Party Poland, and 1938 they dissolved the 
Party altogether. 

“It must borne mind that since the Polish Party ex- 
isted outside the borders Russia, the NKVD, mat- 
ter how much wanted so, could not liquidate all 
deviationists. 1939, after the occupation Eastern Po- 
land the Red Army, group old Communists that 
area worked out and sent special memorandum the 
Comintern Moscow. Gomulka and Spychalski were 
complete agreement with the memorandum. That Com- 
munist group—the so-called memorandum writers—sug- 
gested the Comintern that they permitted join the 
Polish national resistance the Nazi invaders. should 
remembered that this was the period Hitler-Stalin 
friendship, prior the outbreak the Nazi-Soviet war. 
usual these delicate cases, the Comintern did not 
answer Clearly either yes no. Instead, secretly sent 
agents Poland talk the Polish Communists. These 
agents were influence the ‘memorandum writers.’ They 
explained them that such resistance was ‘as yet prema- 
ture and contrary the interests Moscow.’ Obviously, 
resistance was premature from the Moscow viewpoint be- 
cause the Ribbentrop-Molotov pact was operation and 
the Soviet Union was helping Hitler with all the means 
her disposal. Russia was doing even more than the Ger- 
mans themselves wanted. 


“In spite everything, the group ‘memorandum writ- 
ers’ made its way into German-occupied territory 
gan organize Communist cells. The Comintern con- 
tinued not prohibit this activity clearly. did not say 
no, but its agents did everything frustrate the work. 
Polish comrades not understand the needs the time,’ 
Communists were told. 

“Then the Soviet-German war broke out. Hitler broke 
off the pact which the Soviet government had faithfully 
observed. For the Soviets this was most powerful blow 
because the Kremlin counted the longest and the most 
fruitful possible collaboration with Hitler. However, de- 
spite all the efforts the Soviet government the break oc- 
curred and only then did Moscow begin think about the 
organization the Polish Workers’ Party the Polish 
territories. The Party had given different name 
which would mislead the Polish people. could longer 
the Polish Communist Party because was thor- 
oughly compromised the eyes the Polish people. Go- 
mulka himself once said that far the independence 
Poland was concerned, the Polish Socialist Party had much 
better understanding the realities than did the Social 
Democratic Party the Kingdom Poland and Lithu- 
ania forerunner the Communist Party]. 
Bierut later asserted that Gomulka questioned the correct- 


ness the principles the Polish Communist Party 
cerning Poland during the inter-war period. 

“To organize the Polish Worker’s Party, 1942 Moscow 
parachuted into Poland Nowotko, Finder, Margaret For- 
nalska, and many others. The attitude Moscow toward 
the memorandum writer group—including Gomulka—at 
that time best demonstrated the fact that none 
them had deserved sufficient confidence become 
tary the new Party. That post was assumed 
Only after the deaths Nowotko and Finder did 
become Secretary, and this only because for six 
there was radio liaison with Moscow. such liaison had 
existed, Gomulka would not have become Party secretary. 

“The Satellite Parties were never monolithic and 
the war had mass following. They gained mass char- 
acter only after the war, thanks the occupation these 
countries the Red Army. that time, hundreds 
thousands new people attached their own nationai 
traditions were brought into the Party. Precisely because 
this, even before Titoism, there was very strong cur- 
rent ‘nationalist communism,’ or, this was called, ‘the 
national road Socialism.’ 

sort Titoism existed everywhere even before Tito’s 
break with the Kremlin. This was the tendency become 
independent Moscow. Consequently, group also ex- 
isted the Communist leadership Poland which was 
not completely accord with the wishes Moscow. This 
was the so-called rightist-nationalist deviation. And Mos- 
cow had liquidate that deviation. may therefore 
said that, priori, Gomulka and his group were con- 
demned perish from the time they sent the memoran- 
dum the Comintern and began making their way into 
German-occupied territory create anti-Nazi resistance 
groups. From then on, was clear that their liquidation 
had take place sooner later. 

“We must realize that was not Gomulka and his group 
that created opposition the Party. Opposition the 
Party towards Gomulka was created Moscow, which 
sent agents specially for that purpose. Moscow has always 
been afraid that the Party masses might become aware 
that the movement within the Party defined Titoism 
consisted mainly attempting independence from Moscow. 
Therefore, Moscow fabricated all the trials that 
Titoism and rightist-nationalist deviation were agencies 
imperialism. 

“How was Gomulka’s liquidation undertaken? Differently 
from the methods used Hungary and Czechoslovakia. 
Hungary, for instance, the proofs guilt and treason 
were collected and elaborated, and only later was the con- 
cept political deviation created. Poland, the steps 
were taken reverse order. First, the theoretical political 
indictment was prepared, and the proofs guilt were 
fabricated later. 

“As Bierut and his closest collaborators, Minc, Berman, 
and later Dworakowski, developed the political charges and 
accusations against Gomulka, the Ministry Security was 
getting day-to-day assignments for finding and fabricating 
proofs Gomulka’s guilt and treason. Thus, Bierut first 
spoke about Gomulka’s rightist deviation and about the 
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fact that did not have understanding collective 
work. Then intensified the accusations and claimed that 
Gomulka acted the interests imperialism. Finally, 
the third stage, Gomulka was said have acted the 
imperialists’ orders and according their instructions. 


conversation with the Bezpieka Vice Minister Rom- 
kowski, repeatedly pointed out that actually did not 
know what political criticism Bierut would direct against 
Gomulka the next day and that would not have time 
fabricate the proofs guilt. 


“Of course Gomulka, among others, was accused hav- 
hostile attitude toward the Soviet Union. However, 
such accusation could not very well made public dur- 
ing the trial. What was involved there? was well known 
that Deputy Premier, Gomulka had demanded additional 
from the Soviets with regard the Western 
Territories. Deputy Premier and Minister for the Recov- 
ered Territories, had opposed Rokossowski Legnica 
concerning the looting carried those areas Soviet 
troops. Gomulka had also demanded that the Soviets take 
their counter-intelligence groups out Poland early 
possible. were groups the Soviet Security Service 
which entered Polish territories with the Red Army. 


Bierut’s attitude toward Gomulka was always hostile.* 
Political liquidation the Gomulka heresy was directed 
Bierut himself. time went on, intensified the accu- 
sations and put before the 10th Department ever new po- 
litical inventions which had backed with facts. 
urged complete the incriminating materials. spite 
our most diligent efforts find them, such materials and 
facts did not exist. 


“Preparations for the physical liquidation Gomulka 
began 1948. that time Gomulka was still the all-pow- 
erful Secretary-General the Party and had around him 
men absolutely devoted him, such Spychalski and 
others. The group was compact and united. Therefore, the 
task handling them was not easy. After long discussion, 
Bierut decided that first the solidarity the group had 
broken up. Somebody had designated who would 
break out and himself strike Gomulka and his collabo- 
rators. The choice fell General Marian Spychalski. The 
reason was simple. Spychalski came from family which 
had been engaged fighting for Polish independence dur- 
ing World War His brother, Jozef Spychalski, was 
Colonel the Polish Army and during World War was 
parachuted from London into Poland under the pseudonym 
‘Luty, where directed the Cracow district the 
{underground Polish Home Army]. Marian Spychalski 
maintained contact with his brother and through him 
directed Communist negotiations with the Home Army. 
addition, chief the People’s Army [Communist] 
Intelligence, Marian Spychalski was contact with 
Lechowicz, later Vice Minister Food, and Jaroszewicz, 


point Bierut’s Machiavellianism, worth mentioning 
that July 22, 1946, Gomulka was decorated him with the 
Order, Polonia Restituta, First Class, “in recognition his services 
his two years work for the reestablishment the Polish State 
and for the consolidation the country’s democratic foundation 
and reconstruction.” 


Gomulka: the “eyes” have it. 


both whom also worked the People’s Army Intelli- 
gence. sent them his agents the State Security 
Corps and START, branch the Office Investiga- 
tion Warsaw, subject the delegate the London 
government. After the war, and with the knowledge 
Bierut, Marian Spychalski promoted Lechowicz and 
Jaroszewicz and assigned them leading posts. Obviously, 
Spychalski’s entire record was known the Politburo even 
earlier. But the moment had come utilize the informa- 
tion and blackmail Spychalski. 


“In October 1948, Lechowicz and Jaroszewicz were ar- 
rested and accused having been agents the prewar 
Polish G-2, having that capacity penetrated the Peo- 
ple’s Army’s Intelligence, and G-2 agents, having col- 
laborated with the Gestapo and murdering Communists. 
Lechowicz, Jaroszewicz and the others did not, during 
the investigation, confess the crimes imputed them, and 
they did not incriminate either Gomulka Spychalski. 
the basis all the documents the case—and de- 
clare this most positively—the accused asserted that they 
had worked the State Security Corps and START, 
that they were members the prewar G-2, but that they 
had operated there Soviet agents. They gave the name 
Fogelson, Soviet Intelligence representative for Poland, 
who had recruited them before the war, and quoted reports 
which they had submitted him. All these details had, 
course, been known the Party for long time. Bierut 
knew Fogelson personally because they had worked the 
same sector. However, for the sake the investigation, the 
situation was reversed and the matter twisted such way 
that Lechowsicz, Jaroszewicz and others were made into 
G-2 agents who had penetrated into our apparatus Spy- 
chalski’s recommendation for the purpose fighting the 
Communists and other leftist groups. 


“Thus the arrest Lechowicz and Jaroszewicz was 
prepare the ground for blackmailing Spychalski and for 
his ultimate liquidation. declare once more, because 
know for fact, that the depositions these people 
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there was nothing that would incriminate Spychalski. 
Everything they admitted had for long time been known 
Bierut and the Party. Nonetheless, this did not pre- 
vent Bierut from appointing them Vice-Ministers. The 
material against them was kept until such time would 
necessary strike political blow them. The mo- 
ment had come, and the Party went out the attack. Proof 
the guilt Gomulka and Spychalski had found 
any cost. Nothing had been achieved thus far because 
the accusations against them were groundless. Therefore, 
further provocations, forcing confessions and fabrication 
evidence were resorted to. 


“Among others, Mieczyslaw Walczak and Piotr Man- 
kiewicz the People’s Army were arrested. Through them 
the Security Office wanted prove Spychalski that 
had surrounded himself with people who, though they were 
the People’s Army, were simultaneously Gestapo agents. 
This was done spite the fact that the Central Com- 
mission Party Control had been revealed that Man- 
kiewicz and were contact with the Gestapo 
the direct orders member the Central Committee 
the Polish Workers’ Party, Jerzy Albrecht, who had done 
this agreement with the leadership that time. the 
Party Commission, the matter was decided the chairman 
himself, Waclaw Lewikowski, and Luba Jankowski, both 
whom cannot any case suspected sympathy for 


Gomulka and Spychalski. 


“Eventually, Bierut created situation which Spychal- 
ski could blackmailed and used tool break 
Gomulka’s group. the Politburo, special commission 
was formed carry talks with the Gomulka people who 
were then still free and office. This commission was com- 
posed, among others, Bierut, Berman, Minc, Zambrow- 
ski, Aleksander Zawadzki and Witold Jozwiak. was they 
who gave Spychalski the works. Neither Lechowicz nor any 
his co-defendants gave any evidence incriminating 
Spychalski. But obviously this did not prevent the commis- 
sion the Politburo from blackmailing him citing their 
alleged confessions and him attack Go- 
mulka. Consequently, Spychalski began exonerate him- 
self and struck Gomulka with considerable force the 
Plenum the Central Committee. 


“Simultaneously, the 10th Department received orders 
examine people with whom Gomulka was touch, par- 
ticularly those who could help break him. started with 
Gomulka’s secretary, Wanda Podgorska. There were ru- 
mors that she was his girl friend. During the occupation, 
Podgorska had worked for the People’s Army Intelligence. 
Now, order compromise Gomulka, the situation was 
twisted such way that she became Home Army agent 
who had penetrated into the People’s Army Intelligence 
order work for the Home Army and that Gomulka, 
though perfectly aware this, kept her his private 
secretary. 

“In turn, arrested Czeslaw Dubiel, Vice Minister for 
the Recovered Territories. Dubiel had cooperated with the 
Gestapo during the occupation and operated Cracow 
province. know this perfectly well because arrested Du- 
biel myself. Bierut knew Dubiel’s past very well, even 


when appointed him Vice Minister. However, the in- 
criminating materials were kept file until they proved 
useful. Such opportunity was now presented. 

“Others arrested were General Korczynski, former Assist- 
ant the Security Ministry, and Colonel 
charges having murdered Jewish partisan units. Kor- 
Gomulka man, was constant touch with him, 
and worked with Gomulka during the occupation. Their 
units had murdered two Jewish partisan units. The object 
now was make Korczynski admit that had done 
Gomulka’s orders. However, was subsequently estab- 
lished that Finder was Party Secretary then, and Gomulka 
knew nothing about it. 

“In the past Gomulka had sharply opposed Rokossowski 
the looting the Western Territories. had given 
orders that all those who took anything without his 
edge would shot. Therefore, two representatives the 
Polish General Staff Army Legnica, 
Colonel Wilkonski and Lieutenant Colonel Wojnar, were 
now arrested. was they who had received Gomulka’s 
orders shoot those who were looting property 
Western Territories. For this they are prison this day. 

proof Gomulka’s guilt, also got touch with 
the fraternal Parties. From 1949 1951 was Buda- 
pest and Prague several times before and during the Rajk 
and Slansky trials. talked with the chiefs Hungarian 
and Czech Security, and examined people arrested con- 
nection with those trials. For instance, Budapest, had 


General Marian Spychalski 
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several conversations with Rakosi who was then Party Sec- 
retary. conferred with the chief Hungarian Security, 
Gabor Peter, and his deputy, Colonel Siczy. examined 
Ferenc Vagy, Kalman, Szejny Tibor and Adraj Szalasz, 
who were under arrest. investigated the imprisoned Field 
family and nowhere could obtain any proof Gomulka’s 
guilt any liaison between him and the Rajk group the 
Czech Slansky group. 

“In July 1951 was decided arrest Gomulka. 

called into his office. There found all 
the Security Vice Ministers including Romkowski, Miet- 
kowski, Swietlik, and the Soviet advisor. Radkiewicz gave 
orders Krynica, arrest Gomulka, and bring him back 
Warsaw. said that this was Bierut’s order. Bierut 
recommended that the whole thing done quietly and the 
arrest carried out such way that people would not 
know what was involved. was induce Gomulka 
Warsaw with his own accord, and Radkiewicz or- 
dered telephone him once, and later from Cracow, 
how the operation went off. 


“The task was not easy. knew Gomulka had gun 
with him. Therefore had prepare everything that— 
seeing me—he would not shoot either himself me. 
Krynica, Gomulka had his bodyguard which had been 
touch with for long time. Because had kept eye 
Gomulka for many years, had shadowed him while was 
free, and almost daily had report Bierut what Go- 
mulka was doing. left Warsaw with three cars the day 
following the publication Trybuna Ludu the indictment 
against General Tatar.* was A.M. when arrived 
Krynica and entered Gomulka’s room the New Resort 
Hotel. His wife Zofia was not home. She had gone into 
town for short while. Gomulka knew very well. 
Therefore, entered, said, “Good Morning,” and added 
that had come the Party’s order take him with 
Warsaw. first Gomulka refused, saying that was 
now vacation and that did not want Warsaw. 
the meantime, his wife returned and made some fuss. 
reassured her and explained that there was need for 
all Krynica know this departure. Thus, talked with 
Comrade Wieslaw and his wife from A.M., trying 
persuade them that they should Warsaw with 
voluntarily. Eventually, Gomulka got dressed, the three 
got into the car, and started out. 


planned the trip that would not enter Warsaw 
broad daylight. was neither agreeable nor convenient 
for have all Warsaw see the company the 
former Secretary-General such circumstances. Therefore, 
stopped along the way often. the meantime confusion 
reigned Warsaw. Almost every half hour, Bierut and 


The indictment against General Tatar and his associates was 
published Trybuna Ludu July 30, 1951, Nr. 210. inter- 
esting note that was not until October 31, 1951, that 
meeting the Sejm “permitted the institution penal proceed- 
ings against Deputy Gomulka.” Ludu, November 


1951.) accordance with article the March Constitution 
1921, which was valid the time Gomulka’s arrest, deputy 
may arrested only the previous withdrawal his parliamen- 
tary immunity the Sejm, except when caught the act com- 


mitting crime. Consequently, Gomulka’s arrest was 
several senses. 


Minc telephoned Romkowski inquiring about what was 
going on. They could not account for those few hours 
which spent stopping the road. Anxious and fright- 
ened, they ordered that the radio car should sent meet 
and establish contact with me. passed that radio car 
between Kielce and Radom, but did not stop. What was 
the use? 


arrived town during the night and took Gomulka 
and his wife directly their detention place. Gomulka was 
placed Miedzeszyn, near Warsaw, special villa under 
the control the 10th Department the Security Minis- 
try. The villa located opposite the club the American 
diplomats, who come there from Warsaw. From the sec- 
ond floor the club, the yard the villa could seen. 
placed Gomulka’s wife, Zofia, separately neighboring 
house. was personally responsible for these buildings 
well for the security and well-being Gomulka and 
his wife. 

telephoned Romkowski only after had placed the 
prisoners the two houses. first criticized me. But 
when, immediately afterwards, reported the whole thing 
Bierut, was even commended for having acted did. 
From that day until departure from Poland Decem- 
ber 1953, Gomulka stayed that villa Miedzeszyn. 
lived room with barred windows and got good food, 
books and the periodical Problems was 
not permitted receive newspapers. the the 
room was window through which guard 
watched him all the time. The guards obviously changed. 
However, there was not one second which Gomulka 
was not kept under observation. Gomulka’s health did 
not deteriorate badly though had stomach troubles and 
the leg which had been shot the police before the war 
was getting stiff. 

arrest and detention Miedzeszyn began 
series complications and confusions the Politburo. 
First all, one the Party leadership had the courage 
cope with him. They were simply afraid him. re- 
member conversation the Party dining rooms concern- 
ing the designation someone talk and cross examine 
Gomulka. The comrades were all trying get out this 
and said: ‘It not proper for Bierut talk Gomulka. 
Minc Gomulka would spit because they hate each other. 
Radkiewicz cannot show himself there because Gomulka 
knows his inglorious past does Jozwiak’s. And Chel- 
chowski too result, Gomulka remained 
Miedzeszyn for almost three months almost complete 
isolation and absolutely one interrogated him. 


“Finally, decision was. taken the Politburo. Secu- 
rity Vice Minister Romkowski and the chief the 10th 
Department, Colonel Fejgin, were assigned talk Go- 
mulka. But before that investigation body was appointed 
and before the examination started, many months passed, 
and had only trouble. Every now and then Gomulka 
raised row, insisted investigation, and demanded 
proof his guilt. had him and reassure him. 
Finally, the interrogation began. departure 
December 1953—that is, for two and half years—Go- 
mulka’s examination did not fill more than full work- 


ing days. Throughout that time, one from the Party 
talked him. 


“During the interrogations, Gomulka behaved with 
dignity. did not admit anything more than what 
had stated the Plenum and did not step beyond 
the self-criticism had then officially carried out. the 
Plenum, however, his hands were still tied, while now, 
during the examination, there were longer any restraints. 
Therefore, accused Bierut and his clique and attacked 
them and the Party for collaboration with the Nazis during 
the occupation and for their internal struggles. ac- 
cused them having sold out almost all the Commu- 
nists arrested Russia. know was very much con- 
cerned with their fate. During search his home 
found, among other things, complete correspondence 
these matters. had talked with the few freed from the 
Soviet Union, got from them the details about the other 
comrades who were still detained and tried find them. 
Obviously such conduct Gomulka did not make the 
situation easier for Bierut and his clique. They wanted 
see him the defendant’s dock, but since they could not 
break him, the trial would not trial Gomulka but 
would transformed into public indictment Bierut 
and his clique. 


“As expected, after General Spychalski had obeyed the 
Politburo and played his role the attack Gomulka, 
the blow was directed Spychalski himself. the next 
Plenum, Spychalski was accused concealing his past 
from the Party not revealing the role his brother 
Jozef, who had been sent Poland from London and 
who had commanded the Cracow district the Home 
Army. 


“Then came the moment for Spychalski’s arrest. re- 
ceived orders arrest Comrade Marian Spychalski and 
bring him Warsaw. had long since ceased Vice 
Minister Defense and had already been discharged from 
the Ministry Construction well. still had the body- 
guard which was entitled member the 
buro, but that bodyguard had for long time collaborated 
with me. reason position the 10th Department, 
was who had the assignment keeping eye Spy- 
chalski. was shadowed closely that literally 
could not sneeze without knowing about it. 


“It was 1950. Spychalski and his bodyguard left 
Warsaw car for Wroclaw, where worked en- 
gineer the reconstruction the city. left car be- 
fore him and awaited him room his villa 
Klaczko Street Wroclaw. The cook and the superintend- 
ent were service, and addition had two agents 
put adjoining room. When Spychalski entered his 
home, found his room. was followed his 
bodyguard who saw and knew what was involved be- 
cause had worked with me. 


“Spychalski has front him and the bodyguard 
his back. know each other personally. greets me, 
extends his hand, and hold and not let go. 
agents search him. Spychalski grows little pale and tell 
him: ‘We will Warsaw, Comrade.’ does not offer 


any resistance and take him car Warsaw our 
detention villa Miedzeszyn.* 


“Officially Spychalski was accused collaboration with 
former agents the Polish G-2 and having transmitted 
information the general staff the Home Army through 
his brother, Colonel Jozef Spychalski. From documents 
hands—and had all the knew that Spy- 
chalski had not admitted anything against Gomulka during 
the interrogation. Again Spychalski’s case, the cases 
his collaborators, Bierut and the Politburo knew every- 
thing about his past. For long time they had been pos- 
session the materials with which they now wanted in- 
criminate him. This had not prevented them from appoint- 
ing Spychalski Vice Minister National Defense charge 
political education and making him member the 
Politburo. They kept him until had served his purpose. 
They revealed the materials and ordered the preparation 
other auxiliary confessions time when they saw 
fit strike him and use him tool achieve their 
main goal. That goal was finish off Gomulka. Spy- 
chalski was suitable for this not only because his past, 
which was unorthodox from the Party point view, but 
also because addition was weak and spineless man. 
Thus, permitted himself used against Gomulka 
the Plenum the Central Committee. also probably 
believed that would able save his own skin. How- 
ever, when found himself prison and realized that 
there was way out for him, did not incriminate 
Gomulka all any his depositions. any case 
couldn’t have done so, because there were proofs the 
guilt with which the Politiburo would have liked charge 
Gomulka. 


“The arrest Gomulka and Spychalski—and connec- 
tion with them, number other persons—did not con- 
clude the Gomulka affair. There continued proof 
their guilt. Attempts extracting fabricating such 
proof came naught. Consequently, the group people 
who would testify against those arrested was broadened. 


“Bierut wanted demonstrate that ‘native’ with 
unblemished, pure Party record, was opposed the traitor 
Gomulka, who wanted exploit his record ‘native’ for 
personal advantage and aimed breaking the Party. 
Bierut could show that only Gomulka and his closest asso- 
ciates deviated from the Party line because Jozwiak, 
leading was standing shoulder shoulder with 
Bierut the Party. The choice Jozwiak was dictated 
the fact that Bierut was possession materials 
against Jozwiak previously mentioned. Thus Bierut simply 
employed blackmail. Another outstanding Party member 
whom Bierut tried force testify against Gomulka was 
Alexander Kowalski. profession was metal worker 
and self-taught. During the war was trained Moscow 
and parachuted into Poland during the German occupa- 
tion. Poland was member the Central Commit- 


its October 31, 1951, meeting, the Sejm permitted the in- 
stitution penal proceedings against Deputy Spychalski. (Try- 
buna Ludu, November 1951). While still Deputy, Spychalski 
was detained prison for more than year without the Sejm’s 
consent, although this was easy for the Communists obtain. 
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tee the Polish Workers’ Party and Chairman the 
Fighting Youth Association. Moscow had always held 
against him that was one the so-called natives and 
one the ‘memorandum writers.’ 


“After Gomulka’s arrest, the Party tried force Alex- 
ander Kowalski testify such way incriminate 
Gomulka. Bierut wanted Kowalski state that Gomulka 
had carried out the liquidation Nowotko and Finder. 
However, Alexander Kowalski offered resistance. per- 
suasions threats were any avail. know very well 
how the conversations between Bierut and Kowalski pro- 
ceeded. the first series these talks Bierut’s Kon- 
stancin villa, actually participated person, because 
myself installed listening device under the couch 
Bierut’s study, where the conversation took place. Thus, the 
conversations were recorded tape. The same was done 
Colonel Fejgin the second series talks, this time 
another Bierut residence, Natolin. both cases, 
Alexander Kowalski did not agree what Bierut 
wanted and did not incriminate Gomulka. 


other methods were resorted to. However, 
even the most skillfully used provocation could not extract 
anything from Alexander Kowalski, who continued re- 
fuse incriminate Gomulka. view this, eventually 
Romkowski and Fejgin started give him the works 
jointly. They interrogated him uninterruptedly for seven 
days and with such intensity that Kowalski lost his mind. 
was taken the lunatic asylum Tworki and died 
there. 


“Bierut was very anxious break Alexander Kowalski. 
was known the Party dedicated Communist and 
had attacked Gomulka, this would have had great 
significance the Party ranks. The Politburo knew that 
Gomulka had great following the Party. Moreover, 
Kowalski had broken down, his wife, née Jaworska, 
well-known Party worker during the German occupation, 
could also have been drawn into the attack against Go- 
mulka. And also Mrs. Kowalski’s sister, Helena Jaworska, 
deputy the Sejm and present Chairman the Po- 
lish Youth Association, might have been used give in- 
criminating testimony. Accused such people, Gomulka 
would have lost much the eyes those numerous Com- 
munists who did not believe the truth the charges 
against him and did not want reconcile themselves 
his liquidation. know that the liquidation Alexander 
Kowalski, Gomulka and Spychalski caused tremendous in- 
dignation the Party ranks. versions the alleged 
crimes officially circulated Bierut’s Party leadership suc- 
ceeded mitigating this indignation. 


the meantime Moscow pressed for trial. Now and 
then the Soviet advisors asked Radkiewicz, are you 
about Gomulka?’ They pointed the trials 
Rajk and Slansky which were well prepared and or- 
ganized our Czech and Hungarian comrades the 
faithful likeness Soviet trials. Bierut, his part, pressed 
Radkiewicz and Romkowski and reproached them for 
working inefficiently the preparation proofs and in- 
criminating materials. 


Gomulka trial being postponed for many reasons. 
First all Gomulka did not admit anything and others 
did not incriminate him. Consequently there are proofs. 
Moreover, his followers still represent certain strength 
inside the Party. They remember that Gomulka was the 
creator the Party during the occupation. Since Gomulka 
was not worked over make confession, Bierut and the 
Politburo were afraid that the trial would turn into scan- 
dal. Thus the Party found itself dead end the Go- 
mulka case from which, the time departure, they 
were unable find way out.” 


The Zymierski Case 


Swiatlo now tells the unusual story Rola Zymierski, 
General before the war who was dismissed from the Army 
and stripped his rank court martial. Living France, 
had returned Poland Soviet Intelligence agent 
and was made Marshal Poland. was subsequently im- 
prisoned the very same Communist Party which had 
made him Marshal. 


the occupation Zymierski found himself Po- 
land. offered his collaboration the Home Army but 
was rejected. After the outbreak the Nazi-Soviet war, 
the Polish Workers’ Party began organized Poland, 
and the first political and military agents Moscow were 
parachuted into the country. Among others, Soviet Intel- 
ligence sent Lt. Colonel Matysiewicz with orders find Zy- 
mierski and put him touch with the Polish Workers’ 
Party. Zymierski, who assumed the pseudonym ‘Rola,’ was 
become the commander the People’s Army. This fact 
most diligently concealed the regime. Only Bierut 
and some his closest associates know about it. Bierut 
had detailed knowledge Zymierski’s Intelligence record 
well. was among the trusted people who knew 
these matters, because had all the documents, protocols 
and witnesses’ testimonies, and had heard statements 
the representatives Soviet Intelligence. 


“Matysiewicz carried out his assignment and found 
Zymierski. ‘Rola’ told him everything about his past and 
Matysiewicz reported his talks Moscow. Moscow sent 
orders establish contacts with the Gestapo. This was the 
first stage the new career the People’s Army’s future 
commander. Zymierski went work full speed. His 
meetings with one the Gestapo leaders Poland, Szpil- 
kier, became regular. were told much about this 
certain Mrs. Mieszkowska, who organized parties for Szpil- 
kier and the future Marshal Poland. established pre- 
cisely where these meetings were held. There Zymierski 
handed his reports and materials the Gestapo, and there 
were decided the fates people from the underground in- 
dependence organizations whose secret quarters Ma- 
zowiecka Street were betrayed other than Zymierski. 
that time the future Commander-in-Chief the Polish 
Army handed over the Gestapo—by order Soviet In- 
telligence—not only his own reports but also materials 
which came directly from Moscow. 

“Moreover, from Moscow received two special assign- 
ments: penetrate the chief Welfare Council and reach 
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Cardinal Sapieha. Zymierski maintained contact with Mos- 
cow via Matysiewicz’s radio transmitter. Moscow, 
Zymierski’s work was directed Szklarenko, Colonel 
Soviet Intelligence. knew Poland from the old prewar 
days, because was chief Intelligence the Soviet Em- 
bassy Poland. 


“When, through Matysiewicz, Soviet Intelligence ordered 
appointment Commander-in-Chief the 
People’s Army, the Polish Workers’ Party meekly and sub- 
missively appointed him that post. then began the 
second stage his career. Moscow’s orders broke 
direct contact with Szpilkier. Another agent was given his 
tasks. Rola Zymierski, the order Soviet Intelligence, 
continued the rungs his career ladder. Towards 
the end the war, became Minister National De- 
fense the Lublin Government and subsequently Com- 
mander-in-Chief the Polish Army and Marshal Po- 
land. Bierut decorated him with the grand ribbon the 
Virtuti Militari Order, knowing all the time that was 
decorating Soviet Intelligence agent who had also col- 
laborated with the Gestapo destroying the Polish non- 
Communist resistance movement. 


“Soon after the war, Bierut visited Moscow with Zymier- 
ski sign some treaty. There, social conversation, 
Stalin said: don’t you have new Marshal yet? 
It’s time you had Marshal your own 
the thing was done. Bierut returned Warsaw and 
Zymierski immediately got his Marshal’s baton. un- 
derstandable that Stalin and Soviet Intelligence should 
want this, since Zymierski was their man. And Bierut, obvi- 
ously, religiously carried that wish out. 


“It now after the war. Rola Zymierski parades his 
Marshal’s uniform. his chest are the grand ribbon 
the Virtuti Militari Order, the Soviet Order Victory 
set with diamonds, the Red Banner, and next them the 
Grunwald Cross and the Polonia Restituta. Bierut and the 
regime build him among the people and organize wor- 
ship for the Commander-in-Chief. military matters, 
the Marshal figurehead, because this time, Moscow’s 
trusted men the Army are Generals Korczyc, Poplawski, 
and Swierczewski. They receive instructions directly from 
the Soviet General Staff and control the Polish Armed 
Forces. However, the Marshal compensates for this an- 
other field. has vacation villas Krynica, Zakopane 
and Sopot. goes hunting all the time, mainly the 
Bialystok region. the Western Territories loots 
efficiently that manages furnish his homes with the 
most beautiful furniture and antiques. They were valu- 
able that after his arrest they were handed over the 


National Museum Warsaw where they are display 
this day. 


“At the same time, the Marshal continues maintain 
regular contact with his Soviet Intelligence chief the oc- 
cupation period, Szklarenko. The Marshal con- 
tinues write reports for his chief, Soviet Colonel. 


“It November 1949. Moscow wants eliminate lesser 
Generals go-betweens the Polish Army and decides 
place its own man the supreme post. Rokossowski as- 


The Marshal Poland before 


su 


sumes the command and the Ministry National Defense. 
immediately made Marshal Poland. Consequently, 
there room left for Zymierski, who then transferred 
the Council State. 


“Zymierski begins inconvenient. true that 
did his job, but knows too much. Consequently, 
ripe for liquidation. The 10th Department the Security 
Ministry receives orders from Bierut investigate Zymier- 
ski and collect the necessary proofs. Military Informa- 
tion,* which has had Zymierski under surveillance since 
least 1945, hands over his files us. get them into 
hands and begin work. This neither simple nor 
easy. During the talks Zymierski complains and exclaims: 
‘How could the comrades Moscow forget the services 
rendered them?’ And that fact. The Soviet authori- 
ties are silent the subject. Vice Minister Rom- 
kowski and explain him that all this was known Com- 
rade Tomasz and the Party. They know Zymierski’s record 
well Soviet Intelligence. Romkowski arranges for 
talk with Szklarenko, who was then Poland. take part 
the conversation Romkowski’s office. Colonel Szklar- 


This the name Military Counterintelligence, counterpart 
the Russian Smiersh (Smiert directed exclusively 
Russian officers. Information notorious for the cruel treatment 
Poles arrested it. 


and after. 


enko says that Zymierski was actually connected with Soviet 
Intelligence but that has magnified his services. 

“Two weeks after this conversation, sometime the be- 
ginning 1951, Szklarenko was recalled Moscow. 
opinion, Szklarenko left proceeded with our in- 
vestigation Zymierski because Zymierski looked for help 
from him. There was doubt that his former Moscow 
chiefs did not want help Zymierski and that had 
liquidated. 

arrested many people connection with this case. 
Among others, Mrs. Mieszkowska, who arranged the parties 
and meetings Zymierski and the former Gestapo agent 
Szpilkier and Miss Kuchenbecker, who read Zymierski’s 
reports and witnessed his talks with Szpilkier. They did not 
tell anything that Soviet Intelligence and Bierut had 
not already known for long time. was therefore neces- 
sary make the Marshal harmless different way, be- 
cause permitting Zymierski free under such circum- 
stances was very inconvenient. 

“Soon after the war Zymierski’s brother, formerly 
officer the Polish Air Force England, appeared Po- 
land. was admitted the Army and obtained the rank 
Colonel. order strike the Marshal, was de- 
cided take care his brother, Stanislaw, and shape 
him such way that the basis his testimony, the 
Marshal would arrested. that time, the trial Gen- 
Tatar was going and Military Information had 
arrested group people who would give any testimony 
tocol asserting that Colonel Stanislaw Zymierski was 
agent French Intelligence. The Marshal’s brother had 
been processed Information that admitted 
everything. testified that had been recruited 
Rola Zymierski for French Intelligence and that had 


been Rola who had arranged meetings for him and handed 
over the materials. 


“Proud and satisfied, Military Information submitted 
these proofs the Party leadership. Bierut angrily criti- 
cized and reprimanded the 10th Department for not hav- 
ing been able establish Rola Zymierski’s contact with 
French Intelligence. were powerless. Information’s 
proofs were too obviously fabricated and naive. Stanislaw 
Zymierski, for instance, had testified the investigation 
how, together with his brother the Marshal, used 
meet French and American agent simultaneously 
one automobile. decided transfer Stanislaw Zymier- 
ski from Information our prison. assigned new 
investigating officer him. When the Marshal’s brother 
saw this new face, said during the first interview: ‘You 
probably have read all the nonsense confessed. Infor- 
mation wanted testify that way, did. The 
meetings which spoke actually took place, but they 
were meetings with Colonel Szklarenko from Soviet Intel- 
ligence and not with French agent.’ 


“The fabricated testimony given Zymierski’s brother 
during his interrogation was useless. But the Marshal had 
already done his job for the Party and was now incon- 
venient because was running around too much. There- 
fore, spite everything, Bierut decided that Zymierski 


must arrested. The arrest was based the charge 
that the Marshal had recruited his brother, Stanislaw, for 
French Intelligence. was decided that should ar- 
rested the 10th Department and then immediately 
handed over Military Information. Since Rola Zymier- 
ski was then member the State Council and not 
officer active duty, was under our jurisdiction. 

myself the order arrest the Marshal. The 
Soviet advisors suggested that the arrest should made 
during hunting party when Zymierski went Krynica, 
Zakopane Sopot. Eventually, the following plan was 
decided upon. The Soviet Colonel Grzybowski, Director 
the Department for Protection Members the Govern- 
ment, informed Zymierski that connection with the sub- 
way construction, would have move from his home 
Szuch Avenue. exchange, Colonel Grzybowski offered 
him house the vicinity Pulawska Street. Grzybowski 
was bring Zymierski there inspect the new house and 
was wait show him around. This was the spring 
1953. When Zymierski arrived together with Grzybow- 
ski and his bodyguard, was already there waiting. Zy- 
mierski knew very well. greeted and extended 
his hand. kept Zymierski’s right hand mine while 
Grzybowski once seized his left. Thus, everything was 
over. took Zymierski directly the Military Information 
prison. The investigation was then conducted behalf 
Information Colonel Skulbaszewski and the part 
the 10th Department Colonel Dusza. 

“During the ‘investigation, Zymierski put the matter 
quite clearly. stated that the collaboration with the 
Gestapo was carried order Colonel Szklarenko. 
Frequently Zymierski refused testify. declared that 
had nothing say and that would not speak because 
his case was being decided Moscow, not Poland. 
shouted that had been connected with Soviet Intelli- 
gence longer than imagined. demanded that rep- 
resentative the Soviet authorities present the hear- 
ings. There were weeks when refused leave his cell 
the hearings. And kept silent. was in- 
terested his case, but kept aloof. 

“Moreover, the former Marshal held one more trump 
card. had been secret member the Polish Workers’ 
Party and then the Polish United Workers’ Party. 
had all the privileges and rights, only was not allowed 
admit membership publicly. Zymierski therefore made ref- 
erence this, and the fact that Bierut was from the very 
beginning informed his collaboration with Soviet Intel- 
ligence and with the Gestapo. was actually so. full 
cognizance these facts, Bierut had appointed Zymierski, 
Soviet and Gestapo agent, Marshal Poland and Com- 
mander the Polish Army. had previously obedi- 
ently carried out Stalin’s order appoint Zymierski 
those posts, now Bierut zealously fulfilled the order for 
liquidation. 

“When left Poland, Zymierski was still prison. The 
symbol his glory, the diamond-studded Soviet Order 
Victory, was kept safe office. The furniture 
and antiques had appropriated were handed over the 
National Museum. His hunting weapons were deposited 


the Security Ministry. Shortly before departure, Rad- 
kiewicz presented one those hunting rifles General 
Lalin, his new Soviet advisor, who had just arrived 


The Bezpieka 


The Security service tremendous apparatus means 
which the Party leadership exerts its rule over every po- 
litical, economic and social aspect Polish life. The 
various elements public and private life all have ap- 
propriate cell the Ministry Security and every cell has 
its Soviet advisor. Swiatlo states it, “The Bezpieka con- 
stitutes the spearhead Soviet aggression means 
which Bierut, and through him Moscow, rules Poland.” 
Bear mind that this the account one the most 
trusted men the Warsaw Bezpieka, who for the first time 
gives picture this grim apparatus. 

“In December 1953, the situation was follows: the 
level the voievodship, there existed the Executive 
Party organ cell approved the Central Committee and 
composed voievodship Secretary and one two Party 
members. Such group must first give its consent every 
move undertaken the Security apparatus. 
stance, must previously informed about any charges 
brought against Party member, State employee, any 
more important functionary the economic apparatus, 
the factories the workshops. practice, the Security 
chief must inform the special Party cell about, for example, 
any materials which have been received against Party 
member, State employee, factory director. The voievod- 
ship Secretary then must approve any processing bring- 
more important clerk into the network confidence. Only 
after the approval the voievodship Secretary received 
can the Security chief take any action. 


present, the Security apparatus has operationally been 
subordinated the Party leadership. These changes oc- 
curred simultaneously with the process that took place 
Moscow, where the Party gradually took over the MVD 
and the MGB. This means that the Ministry Security 
must submit regular reports the Politburo all its ac- 
tivities, even its most confidential matters, and also the 
Politburo must review all Security agents. Bringing charges 
against Party member, Government member, must 
previously approved the Politburo. 

“The so-called special sector was created the Central 
Committee the Party. the Politburo was subordi- 
nated Franciszek Mazur. the technical apparatus 
the Central Committee, the special sector was headed 
old Warsaw Communist, Strebski, and Gertruda Pawlak, 
the widow Pawel Finder. The special sector was divided 
into two sections. The first, the personnel section, was man- 
aged Strebski. was charge all promotions and 
transfers Security. Every move the Ministry Se- 
curity had approved the personnel section, and, 
following the approval the Secretariat the Central 
Committee and the Central Committee itself, the Ministry 
Security could then promote its employees. The liaison 
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officer the Ministry the personnel section was the Di- 
rector the Personnel Department, Russian Colonel 
Orechwo. 

“The other section the special sector the Central 
Committee decided political matters concerning the Se- 
curity apparatus, i.e., all problems concerned with Party 
training and ideological indoctrination. This section was 
headed Gertrude Pawlak, and its liaison officer with the 
Ministry was the Director the Training Department, 
Colonel Jozef Kratko. Gertrude Pawlak was also charge 
the Party organization the Ministry Security, which 
has the status separate district committee, Ujazdow. 

“The operational activity the Security apparatus 
subordinated directly and exclusively Bierut. The Min- 
istry was headed formally Radkiewicz, but practice 
chief was Radkiewicz’s so-called adviser, Soviet General 
Lalin. Let look more closely the organization. The 
top personnel’s first function so-called assistance 
the Minister whom they are directly responsible. There 
are: General Huebner, Commander the Border Guard 
troops and the Internal Security Corps; Colonel Wolanski, 
Commander the Citizens’ Militia; and two Soviet Col- 
onels responsible for the protection government officials 
and the Party and arms warehouses. the other hand, 
there are four Vice Ministers Bezpieka subordinated di- 
rectly the Minister Security, rather General La- 
lin: they are Romkowski, Mietkowski, Swietlik and Ptasin- 
ski. They control and manage the activities the de- 
partments. 

“What are the activities these departments? addi- 
tion the ordinary departments there are, first all, de- 
partments which control all aspects economic and social 
life the country. Their work officially called fighting 
against espionage, sabotage and subversion. practice this 
fight carried out the whole industry, agriculture, 
banking, cooperatives and transport. also carried out 
all the so-called political parties and the PZPR. The 
appropriate departments reach their tentacles into the 
trade unions, the youth organizations and the religious or- 
ganizations. Thus the departments constitute carefully- 
organized apparatus terror and political, economic and 
social exploitation. 

“The people who, under the control Soviet super- 
visors, oversee all aspects Polish life, are actual and 
potential enemies every Polish citizen, not excluding 
members the Party and the government. Who are these 
people? 


Department 


“Let begin with the departments the Central Offices 
the Bezpieka. First, the 1st Department. actuality, 
this department the counterespionage center directed 
against foreign intelligence services and their activities. 
Soviet control over this department exercised Colonel 


Gajewski. Colonel Antosiewicz the Polish director. 


was especially trained for the job the NKVD 
training center near Moscow and was parachuted into 
Poland during the occupation Soviet Intelligence 
Agent. After the war, like all Soviet-trained agents, was 


The Bezpieka devouring its children 


quickly promoted. was chief the Security Office first 
Katowice, then Poznan, and from there was trans- 
ferred the Central Office and given the position Di- 
rector the Department. 

“During his stay Katowice Chief the Security 
Office 1947, and even before then, Colonel Antosiewicz 
had the reputation being master szabrownictwo 
abandoned property]. engaged this activity 
the Western Territories, looting everything that came his 
way—valuable paintings, furniture and porcelain. Thus 
managed furnish first his villa Katowice, then the one 
Poznan and now his six-room apartment the Aleja 
Przyjaciol, No. Warsaw. Now owns not only valu- 
able paintings and antique furniture, but also jewelry, an- 
tique porcelain and valuable hunting rifles for, well 
known, Colonel Antosiewicz ardent hunter. 

“Antosiewicz had rather unpleasant disciplinary repri- 
mand because his love for other people’s property, but 
the whole matter ended without serious consequence for 
him. The backing his Soviet friends was too strong for 
him punished. 


2nd Department 


“The 2nd Department charge archives. Here 
correspondence from abroad censored and the technical 
help for cther departments prepared. The department 
headed Soviet Colonel Taboryski, old Communist 
from Polesie and Byelorussia. 


3rd Department 


“The 3rd Department engaged fighting under- 
ground movements. The advisor and Soviet supervisor 
Colonel Szerubin and the Polish Director Colonel An- 
drzejewski. took the name Andrzejewski when 
became the director Radkiewicz’s cabinet. mar- 
ried Krystyna Zywulska, author Survived Ausch- 
witz [Przezylam Oswiecim], the same Zywulska who writes 
Szpilki and so-called intellectual literary and 
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satirical circles. Because Zywulska there 
against Andrzejewski the 10th Department. Before the 
war Zywulska vas connected with Trotskyites, among 
whom there was Colonel Leon Gecow whom arrested 
Bierut’s orders connection with the Hermann Field 
case. Zywulska and Gecow both come from Lodz and 
know each other very well. Zywulska’s previous husband 
had worked industry and committed large embezzle- 
ment which was covered the present 3rd Depart- 
ment chief, Colonel Andrzejewski. punishment, Andrze- 
jewski was transferred from Radkiewicz’s cabinet the 
Security School Legionowo. 


4th Department 


“The function the 4th Department fight against 
so-called espionage, sabotage and subversion light in- 
dustry, agriculture, banks and cooperatives. 
the department controls all those fields and intervenes 
whenever deviation from the Party line observed. (The 
same, the way, true all other departments.) The 
Department headed Colonel Galczewski, Pole 
birth and former worker from Lodz. Strangely enough 
there never has been case against him. 


5th Department 


“Among the official tasks this department fighting 
subversion and foreign, non-Soviet influences the so- 
called Polish political parties, except for the PZPR, and 
the trade unions and youth organizations. The depart- 
ment headed Luna Brystygierowa, who chapter 
all herself. She over years old, and rather worn 
out due the rich and full life she’s had. soon Soviet 
troops marched into Lvov 1939, Brystygierowa became 
informer for the new authorities. She organized the 
Committee Political Prisoners which the NKVD used 
catch all party deviationists. this way Brystygierowa 
did much harm many her comrades. was that 
time that sharp antagonism arose between her and the 
Vice Minister Bezpieka, Romkowski, and Colonel Ro- 
zanski, the latter now Investigation Department Director 
the Bezpieka, because both Brystygierowa and Rozanski, 
well the recently deceased Borejsza, Rozanski’s brother, 
were NKVD agents and vigorously competed for its favors. 
win this competition, Luna Brystygierowa wrote re- 
port the NKVD which later came into our possession, 
informing them that Rozanski was from Zionist family. 
Rozanski’s father, Dr. Goldberg, was prewar director 
Hajnt.* Rozanski knew about this and remember his 
complaining about once. ‘Just think about it, Com- 
rade,’ said me, ‘this whore wrote report against 
but she should not have forgotten that have had 
much longer career the NKVD than she has had.’ 
Rozanski’s career the NKVD was indeed longer and 
that why has managed retain his post long. 

“Today, Brystygierowa has very strong position the 
Bezpieka. She called the ‘Fifth Vice Minister Secur- 


Hajnt was prewar Warsaw daily Yiddish and Zionist 
outlook. 


The reason simple; she had very close connections 
with Berman, Minc and Szyr Russia. 


Department 


“The 6th Department organizes and supervises the forced 
labor camps and prisons. headed Colonel Duljasz. 
Duljasz was previously charge the District Security 
Office Sandomierz and later the voievodship Security 
Office Rzeszow. managed steal much property 
while held those two posts that eventually had 
transferred. The example given the chief himseli 
prevented the appropriate organs from prosecuting his 
subordinates’ looting abandoned property the district. 


Duljasz was reprimanded for his wrongdoing, but the whole 
matter ended there. 


7th Department 


“This department engaged espionage abroad. 
headed former Soviet officer, Colonel Sienkiewicz and 
his Soviet advisor Colonel Ryzy. 


8th Department 


“This department charge supervising land, water 
and air transport. headed Lieutenant Colonel Jan 
Zabawski, Byelorussian. Zabawski old activist and 
had rather tragic accident 1938. Though was well- 
known Communist agent, there was insufficient evidence 
prove it, and Polish Intelligence tried get rid him 
smuggling him into Soviet territory. There Zabawski 
was immediately arrested his Soviet comrades and in- 
vestigated thoroughly that was left permanent 
cripple. was released from Soviet prison 1946. 


9th Department 


“This department supervises the heavy industrial, chem- 
ical and mining industries. headed Lieutenant Col- 
onel Gorecki, previously chief the voievodship Security 


Office Poznan Bydgoszcz. Gorecki former 
Polish officer. 


10th Department 


“This department safeguards the purity Party ranks. 
Much has already been said here about the department. 
is, the full meaning the term, the counter-intelli- 
gence the Party, directed against all Party deviations, 
especially against rightist, nationalist and Trotskyist fac- 
tions. the best proof that those factions exist. The 
department also responsible for fighting foreign espionage 


the influences the prewar Military Intelligence, for 


processing the activity the prewar police and its inform- 
ers, and for collecting materials concerning the informers 


and collaborators the Gestapo during the occupation. 


“In order facilitate its activities, the 10th Department 
has Investigation Department its disposal, its own 
section Mokotow Prison, and other villa prisons, among 
others Miedzeszyn near Warsaw. 


The Organization the Ministry Security 
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“In practice the 10th Department’s tasks are even 
broader. also charge the records pertaining 
higher Party activities above the voievodship Party secre- 
taries, and members. one knew about that 
because was myself personally responsible for keeping 
those records, and received instructions the matter 
direct orders through Vice Minister Romkowski. Only 
Bierut himself had the right dispose the records. 

“The Department was headed Colonel Fejgin, al- 
though was subordinated Romkowski, first Vice Min- 
ister Public Security. 


Department 


“This department supervises the struggle against the 
Church. Officially said that its task safeguard re- 
ligious denominations from foreign influences and subver- 
sion. practice, however, the main apparatus terror 
and physical persecution the Church Poland. 
link the Communist machine assigned the task 
liquidating the Church. The department headed 
Lieutenant Colonel Wieckowski, Russian officer para- 
chuted into Poland during the occupation. 


The Investigation Department 


“This department investigated all cases except those con- 
cerning Party and Government members, which lay with- 
the competence the 10th Department and its own 
investigation section. The chief this department, Col- 
onel Jozef Rozanski, brother the deceased Borejsza, 
old Soviet agent. worked for Soviet Intelligence 
the Near East before the war, Palestine and the Arab 
countries among others. When the Red Army marched 
into Poland, Rozanski lived Lvov where quickly 
gained the reputation being master informer. in- 
formed everyone the NKVD, and that included his 
own Party comrades. shrewd, very clever, but com- 
pletely dishonest his dealings with Party comrades and 
hence very unpopular. 

“When Rozanski was assigned the task helping the 
Gomulka investigation, created political conception 
which fully complied with the Party’s wishes and then tried 
make all depositions comply with it. Often would 
barge into Vice Minister Romkowski’s room and boast that 
that particular night had managed get this 
that deposition from Lechowicz Jaroszewicz, that 
had managed get the names this that provocateur 
informer. All this subsequently turned out untrue. 
Consequently, the Politburo appointed special commis- 
sion Franciszek Mazur, Leon Kasman and Colonel Do- 
browolski, then deputy chief Military Information, and 
today director department the Ministry National 
Defense. This Commission submitted detailed report 
Bierut which they stated that there was basic discrep- 
ancy between what Rozanski said and what had been said 
the defendants their depositions. result, the in- 
vestigation was taken out Rozanski’s hands, because 
could not get the kind confession from the accused that 
the Party wanted. 

“Fejgin was moved save the situation. result, 


the START trial, Pajor, Ojrzynski and Nienaltowski 
confessed all the crimes which, course, they had not 
committed. 

“The whole Investigation Department, 
chief, was known for its unbelievable brutality and violence, 
which were shown the methods employed its in- 
vestigations. the preceding pages have described 
Rozanski’s methods the Siedlik and Piwinska 
slapped their faces, kicked them, knocked out their 
teeth and pulled out their hair. During the investigations 
conducted the Department’s officers, many people lost 
their lives and some were crippled for life. Among those 
who were murdered was Lieutenant Colonel Dobrzynski, 
chief the section the Ministry Security, who was 
forced testify against Gomulka. Cesanis too was mur- 
dered during the investigations conducted Captain Ked- 
zia, whom have already mentioned. 

“After the arrest Adam Doboszynski, the investigations 
were conducted Colonel Jozef Rozanski himself. His 
investigation officer, Lieutenant Laszkiewicz, used special 
measures make Doboszynski confess. gave him cath- 
artics and the final result was that Doboszynski had 
the toilet almost every moment. Lieutenant Laszkiewicz 
then would refuse him permission and kept the accused 
such state for weeks. Marian Pajdak, former Security 
employee and witness the Doboszynski trial, was forced 
confess only after was wounded ‘while trying es- 
cape.” 

“The chief accuser the trial Colonel Franciszek 
Niepokolezycki the Home Army, was Strzalkowski. 
the beginning, during the investigation, refused say 
what the Investigation Department wanted him say. 
tried commit suicide jumping from the third floor 
and broke both his arms and legs. Only then, order 
save his life, did break down and say the things Security 
demanded him. 

“All these cases were well known the Central Com- 
mission Party Control, which conducted the investiga- 
tions and interrogated the witnesses. spite all this, 
however, Colonel Rozanski still holds his post and still con- 
ducts investigations. 


Personnel Department 


“Almost the entire department composed Russians 
and Byelorussians. Colonel Mikolaj Orechwo, Soviet chief 
the Department, assisted another Soviet officer, 
Lieutenant Colonel Banulewicz, and senior inspector, 
Major Wackiel, another Russian officer. Orechwo 
man who combines all the worst features tempera- 
ment. hated everyone and trusts one. 
never smiles and the expression his face always angry 
and scowling. very arrogant and conceited, and 
treats everyone with contempt and tone superiority. 

“On his 50th birthday, Orechwo received high award. 
then had opportunity manifest his superiority 
Soviet officer. When Radkiewicz handed him the award 
behalf Bierut, special meeting higher Ministry 
functionaries, Orechwo said simply: serve the Soviet 
Union.’ His words made bad impression, even our 
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minds. another incident. After Beria’s liquidation, the 
higher Ministry functionaries gathered the conference 
room. lecture behalf the Central Committee was 
delivered its organization department chief, Antoni 
Alster. Immediately after Alster had finished, Orechwo be- 
gan shout, ‘We comrades demand the death sentence 
for the traitor Even Alster couldn’t stand and re- 
plied, ‘Let Comrade Orechwo not worry his head about 
justice.’ 

“Another time, decision came from Moscow stating 
that Soviet Party members would send back their Party 
membership cards and take the identity PZPR cards, 
well Polish citizenship. Comrade Orechwo categorically 
refused. was recalled Moscow. was told there 
accept the PZPR identity card, but retains his Soviet 
citizenship this day. His wife, Russian, Comrade 
Bierut’s Russian typist, that Bierut well watched from 
all sides. 


Department Protection the Government 


“This department headed Soviet officer, Colonel 
Faustyn Grzybowski. Bierut’s safety personally cared for 
the department’s deputy director, Soviet officer Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Lachowski. The department’s second deputy 
director also Russian, Lieutenant Colonel Klarow. The 
department’s chief, Grzybowski, formerly directed the Se- 
curity Office Bialystok and later Wroclaw. had 
been trained the Kuibyshev Intelligence School. chief 
the Security Office Wroclaw, was one the most 
energetic looters. collected considerable amount 
antique furniture, clothing, jewelry and furs, which had 
never before seen, let alone possessed. 


General Department 


“Issues arms functionaries, evicts undesirable persons 
from border zones, and issues frontier passes. The depart- 
ment headed Colonel Dowkan. 


Signals Department 


“This department charge all telegraph and tele- 
phone connections with foreign countries, and servicing 
all teletypes. also monitors foreign radio stations and 
directs the operation jamming broadcasts transmitted 
from the West Polish. All jamming stations Poland 
are installed Soviet agents. The Signals Department 
operates and supervises them. The director the depart- 
ment and chief jamming operations Soviet officer, 
Colonel Suczek, formerly chief signals the Kosciuszko 
Division, and subsequently chief signals the Internal 
Security Corps. 


Military Bureau 


“The Military Bureau the Security Ministry prepares 
mobilization plans and internment camps the event 
war. also arrests so-called suspect reactionaries. The 
bureau director Pole, Colonel Garbowski. 


Secret Fund the Ministry 


“Security Vice Minister General Roman Romkowski 
charge the so-called secret Ministry fund. located 
separate room three strong, fireproof safes, which 
only Romkowski, person authorized him, has access. 
What abundance things are contained those safes! 
Millions dollars and cther foreign currencies. Gold bars, 
diamonds, and other precious stones. know about this 
opened one those safes. These are funds set aside for 
financing Communist activities abroad ‘fraternal’ 
Parties. However, this not only for such purposes, because 
many times Romkowski paid his associate comrade Miet- 
kowski 500 and 1000 dollars from that fund, when Miet- 
kowski had for so-called vacation for his health, 
for treatment. 

“The leadership personnel Swiatlo says, “‘is 
composed primarily Soviet officers and Soviet Intelli- 
gence agents, well looters, speculators, sex deviates, 
and those whose Party and political record leaves much 
desired, say the least. The Communist dictatorship 
afraid idealistic people, because sooner later they 
must see through and break with the system. Because 
this, the Communists deliberately select people with un- 
clean consciences, whom they control threats reveal- 
ing their pasts. For this purpose the apparatus 
constantly collects materials incriminating the leading func- 
tionaries the Polish United Workers’ Party. 


“Shortly before Swiatlo recounts, at- 
tended special briefing Radkiewicz’s office during 
which report was made Colonel Siedlecki, chief the 
Bureau Personnel. presented statistical data showing 
that annually total equal the personnel complete 
District Security Offices discharged from service and ar- 
rested. Radkiewicz could not contain himself. pounded 
the table with his fist and shouted: are you boasting 
about, Comrade 


Ministerial Silhouettes 


interesting examine greater detail the sil- 
houettes some higher Bezpieka officials. typical ex- 
ample General Mieczyslaw Mietkowski, second Vice 
Minister Public Security. 

“He Soviet officer,” Swiatlo states, “and for many 
years before the war was NKVD agent. belongs 
the so-called Spanish group because, together with 
Swierczewski, was Spain. then went the 
school the Soviet Union. was ordered join Polish 
Security early Lublin* and from that time be- 
longed the Ministry leadership. second Vice Min- 
ister now supervises the work Departments 
and 11. Thus, his tasks include combatting so-called 
diversion and foreign, non-Soviet influences the politi- 
cal parties, with the exception the PZPR, the trade 
unions and the youth organizations. charge 
Bezpieka intelligence abroad, and finally, supervises the 


The Soviet-sponsored Lublin Committee, organized 1944. 


se 
m- 
‘or, 
gry 
viet 


activity Department 11, which the organ antire- 
ligion and anti-Church activity Poland. 


combines almost all the negative qualities. 
not well liked anyone and hated many. 
Mietkowski too lives entirely nonproletarian way 
life. lives amid unparalleled luxury and comfort, not 
only with his own family, but also with his wife’s family. 
They all live luxurious apartments which occupy two 
floors No. Aleja Przyjaciol. The apartments are filled 
with antiques, expensive furniture, old pictures, all looted 
from the Western Territories. can said that Mietkow- 
ski organized looting from the top. First all, was 
Grzybowski, when still chief the Regional Secur- 
ity Office Wroclaw, who supplied Mietkowski with fur- 
niture and carpets the carload. However, Mietkowski 
did not give the idea ‘field deliveries.’ gener- 
ally known that all chiefs Regional Security Offices who 
come Warsaw for briefings other official business, 
report first all Comrade Mietkowski’s wife No. 
Aleja Przyjaciol and offer presents such electrical home 
appliances, silver foxes and other furs, jewelry, and often 
food. Only then they the briefing the office 
the director, General Mietkowski. Moreover, for many 
years, Mietkowski did not spend cent for his family liv- 
ing, because choice food for his table was supplied the 
directors’ dining room No. Aleja Przyjaciol. 
Mietkowski himself supervised the dining room for many 
years and had given such orders. result worked 
deficit. During the preparation each annual budget, 
the dining room director went Mietkowski, who simply 
cancelled the deficit deleting the sums due the Min- 
isters and Vice Ministers and making the deficit from 
State funds. 


“On one occasion, during the preparation annual 
balance sheet, Mietkowski was away one his so-called 
health vacations. Consequently, the director went Rad- 
kiewicz and submitted the balance sheet, which showed 
about 480,000 zloty deficit. The dining room director ex- 
plained that Ministers and Vice Ministers, mainly Mr. and 
Mrs. Mietkowski, had taken food and merchandise that 
amount and that view this, these debts had 
cancelled the same way they had been taken care 
the past Mietkowski. Radkiewicz grew little angry 
and decided that those who had taken would have pay. 
Incidentally, became angry rather late for the practice 
had been going for many years. 


“Furthermore, Mietkowski sends his children school 
the Soviet Union. They not live there their scholar- 
ships only and not live the dormitories with other 
Polish students resident Moscow. Instead they have 
their disposal separate and magnificent apartments, 
and lot money which Daddy Mietkowski sends from 
Warsaw. The Mietkowski childrens’ way life Moscow 
scandalous that even the Party organization Po- 
lish students Russia did not accept their application 
join the Party. rejected the application with the com- 
ment that Mietkowski’s children not live according 
proletarian and Party principles. This decision was blow 
Mietkowski but, spite that, his children’s way life 


Mrs. Mietkowska’s salon. 


has not changed. 

“In the office, unpopular with his employees and 
behaves rudely them. does not like make decisions 
himself where delicate and dangerous matters are con- 
cerned. avoids responsibility and decisions simply 
reporting sick and not coming the office. And since his 
chiefs are concerned with his health, they send him for 
treatments and health vacations. Recently, Mietkowski was 
given the choice long vacation either Crimea 
Czechoslovakia. Immediately and unhesitatingly, Miet- 
kowski chose Czechoslovakia, and Vice Minister Romkow- 
ski then gave him about 1000 dollars cash from the spe- 
cial Politburo secret fund that might have good 
time his vacation. 

“When good health, Vice Minister Mietkowski 
spends his time his own villa Konstancin, and since 
has three cars and three chauffeurs, the question 
transportation presents difficulties for him. 


General Juliusz Huebner 


“General Huebner officially assistant the Min- 
ister Security charge Security troops. served with 
him the Kosciuszko Division,” Swiatlo recalls. 
member the following incident. Lenino, were sur- 
rounded the Germans. were small unit, among 
others Sokorski, Huebner and myself. The situation was 
hopeless that burned all documents, letters and photo- 
graphs. Huebner was wounded, fell the ground and 
played dead. was taken away Soviet medics to- 
gether with many others. The High Command was con- 
vinced that Huebner was killed and since was necessary 
create hero the division, suggested that post- 
humously decorated and given the title, ‘Hero the 
Soviet When all this had been done, Huebner, 
who was alive, was found somewhere. 
wounded only slightly and had pretended dead the 
battlefield out fear. Later, Warsaw, did not wear 
the star the Hero the Soviet Union. would very 
much have liked so, but made fun him saying, 
‘It not you who got the star and title, but your corpse.’ 
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Personnel and Privilege 


Swiatlo also tells how the regime treats Security person- 
nel general. 


“We were among the most privileged group Poland. 
All our needs were taken care of. lacked nothing. 
had lot money; addition, were entitled all 
sorts privileges. From the material point view 
were aristocracy even among the members the Gov- 
ernment and the Party, with the possible exception the 
Politburo. Minister Radkiewicz got about 13,000 zloty per 
month net after deductions, besides some the additional 
benefits previously mentioned. The salaries Bezpieka 
Vice Ministers amount from 7,000 8,000 zloty per 
month net, plus rent-free apartments, villas Konstancin 
and automobiles. Department directors receive between 
4.200 and 4,400 zloty per month net. departmental vice 
director, was getting about 4,000 zloty per month net. 
must added that all salaries the Ministry Public 
Security and the Bezpieka’s field apparatus are from 
percent higher than other government agencies. 
Moreover, had rent-free apartments including servants 
and official cars our disposal. addition, Security per- 
sonnel get free military uniforms and complete civilian 
clothing. 


functionaries buy whatever they need their 
own shops. Access these shops reserved only for mem- 
bers the Politburo, the Central Committee, members 
the government, high governmental functionaries and Se- 
curity personnel. All the merchandise those shops 
the highest quality, mainly imported from abroad, and the 
prices are lower than the regular stores. addition, 
there one further difference: there are never any short- 
ages these special Security stores and one does not have 
wait for any merchandise. 


personnel have their own houses the most 
beautiful locations Poland, luxuriously and comfortably 
appointed. For vacation Security functionary pays 
least percent less than average worker government 


genuine judicial procedures: the verdicts are known before- 
hand. These trials include those Bishop Kaczmarek; 
General Tatar; Pajor, Ojrzynski and Nienaltowski. The 
two latter cases were fabricate the materials against Spy- 
chalski, whose case was linked Gomulka’s. 


“Quiet, secret trials, held Mokotow prison, are the 
other weapon. There Colonel Kontrym the Home Army, 
chief the Investigation Service all Poland under the 
German occupation, was sentenced death. Other vic- 
tims the secret trials included Moczarski-Rafal, one 
the Home Army leaders, who was sentenced death 
and languishes Mokotow Prison this day; Colonel 
Szczurek-Slawbor, another Home Army leader, serving 
his term Mokotow; Albin Rozycki, Polish Socialist 
Party leader from Cracow; Colonel Leon Gecow and his 
wife, arrested Bierut’s orders, and held con- 
nection with the Field case. All these are victims 
secret trials and they are only few among hundreds who 
have been sentenced. 


“Perhaps should remind you, 
Swiatlo says, “of how such secret trial ‘legally’ held 
Mokotow? small room the left the main en- 
trance military civilian judge and two lay-associates 
sit. Most often the indictment made Prosecutor 
Majster the General Prosecutor’s Office Ligeza from 
the Military Prosecutor’s Office. The accused brought 
before the judge and the two associates small room. 
The act indictment read him and permitted 
speak, but whatever says consequence, even 
tells how was mistreated during the interrogation 
and forced testify. true that the defendant has 
counsel, but the counsel’s role consists supplementing the 
act indictment from the political point view. There- 
fore, the counsel blames the Party the political organi- 
zation which the defendant belongs and says that the 
defendant victim the political group. This where 
the entire defense ends. 


“To avoid any doubt, all pre-trial conversations between 


the counsel and the defendant take place special room 
employee. The Security Ministry also has its own medical 
which is, course, equipped with dictaphones. Immedi- 
service free charge, including doctors, hospitals, medi- 
ately after reading the act indictment, few words 
cines, surgery, and other treatment. Because Mietkowski 
did not pay food, special Party commission 
the counsel, sentence pronounced—obviously verdict 
was set which fixed the prices meals that not only 
guilty, because there other sentence secret trials. 
the lower personnel, but also Ministers and Vice Ministers 
had pay. The Vice Ministers pay the same price, but 
order not offend our eyes, they eat better food sep- Bezpieka Action 
and they have game, poultry and rare fish, and The Bezpieka has many functions: rigging elections, re- 
continue take merchandise home. writing and reorganizing history for Communist con- 


and grosser duties espionage, imprisonment 


and Courts and murder. Some these functions are revealed 
Poland the government clique,” Swiatlo states. “Show concerning the attitude toward the 


trials are one the propaganda weapons used the Mos- underground Polish resistance movement against the Nazis. 


cow Politburo and the Satellite Party Politburos. These “In 1948 and 1949,” Swiatlo says, “our department, 


trials are used build the political line the Party estab- order the Party authorities, began concern itself with 
lishes any given moment fulfill its needs. They have past record the People’s Army. know the basis 
nothing common with the administration justice documents accessible me, and investigations con- 
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ducted, that the inexorable fight the Communists and 
Soviet Intelligence against the Home Army and the Po- 
lish underground authorities began under the occupation. 
The continuatioa that fight was not interrupted, even 
for moment, after the end the war. was carried 
two groups. the one hand, there were the oper- 
ations the Polish Workers’ Party and the People’s Army, 
while the other, the action was carried independently 
Soviet Intelligence. both instances, intense and con- 
siderable collaboration with the Gestapo was involved. 


“Let begin with the so-called Polish aspect this 
liquidation activity during the occupation. Collaboration 
with the Gestapo and liquidation the Home Army the 
hand the Gestapo was officially inaugurated Marceli 
Nowotko. Parachuted into Poland towards the end 1941 
Moscow’s confidence man, had two assignments: 
organize the Polish Workers’ Party and staff with Mos- 
cow men, and discover the network the Polish under- 
ground movement and liquidate all available means. 
Soviet instructions brought Nowotko ordered the closest 
possible collaboration with the Gestapo for that latter 
purpose. 


want emphasize that Moscow’s attitude the 
group ‘natives,’ Communists already active Po- 
land under the occupation, was influenced considerably 
the fact that Moscow did not trust them. did not trust 
them because they were the so-called memorandum writers 
who, early 1939, had submitted the Comintern the 
request demanding permission join the resistance move- 
ment against the Nazis. 


“Exterminating Home Army members became even 
more pressing when Nowotko brought the secret directives 
for collaboration with the Gestapo. The purpose that 
collaboration was liquidation the London Govern- 
ment Delegate’s Office. Immediately after his arrival 
Nowotko undertook the creation secret cell 
information.’ Its task was uncover and liquidate the 
Delegate’s Office and the entire independence movement 
fighting against the Germans. collected 
data about the activity the Home Army, names, ad- 
dresses, details distribution, and sent this information 
letters the Gestapo, emphasizing that all these names 
were the names Communists. the basis this in- 
formation, the Gestapo could make arrests. 


“For long time Nowotko looked for candidate 
direct the ‘Disinformation’ cell. decided that the most 
suitable candidate would Molojec, Pole and dedi- 
cated Communist from Tomaszow Mazowiecki, trained 
the Comintern school Moscow and parachuted into Po- 
land. After consultation with Moscow, Nowotko got 
touch with Molojec and revealed the whole plan him. 
Molojec had fought the Spanish Civil War and knew 
the West. did not believe that such infernal idea 
could have been Moscow. Therefore, was 
convinced that Nowotko was Gestapo agent and was 
none other than Molojec who liquidated Marceli Nowotko. 


“He made appointment with Nowotko and took his 


younger brother with him. The younger brother walked 
front with Nowotko and the elder Molojec, walking behind 
them, shot Nowotko the street. Thus, Marceli Nowotko, 
First Secretary the Polish Workers’ Party, present hero 
the regime, and Gestapo collaborator the occupation, 
perished.* 


“After Nowotko’s death, the ‘Disinformation’ cell was 
conducted Pawel Finder and Boleslaw Bierut. Jozwiak, 
then Chief Staff the People’s Army, was regularly 
informed about the progress that action. Also, 
Fornalska, Bierut’s Party wife, knew about it. The death 
Nowotko and the subsequent liquidation Molojec cre- 
ated serious complication the organization the cell. 
was necessary find chief for it. For that purpose, 
Moscow sent Poland specially-trained agent Polish 
descent whose pseudonym was Korab, who directed the 
‘Disinformation’ cell until the end the war. Shortly after 
the end the war was taken back the USSR 
Soviet Intelligence, and one has heard him since. 


“After the shooting Marceli Nowotko, the Party set 
special investigation commission which was pass sen- 
tence Molojec. was composed Teodor Duracz and 
old, dedicated Communist, Alexander Kowalski, also 
parachuted into Poland Moscow. Kowalski hesitated 
about passing verdict against Molojec. Finally, the death 
sentence was passed and the execution entrusted Janek 
Krasicki the Fighting Youth Association. Krasicki, who 
had known Molojec for years, refused carry out the as- 
signment. Consequently, another Party member was 
nated who shot both the Molojec brothers somewhere 
Kielce Province. Incidentally, after carrying out the sen- 
tence, that man vanished without trace. 


“Gomulka, who became the Party Secretary after No- 
wotko and Finder, did not know the existence the 
‘Disinformation’ cell, despite the fact that Bierut and Joz- 
wiak knew about its activity from the very beginning. Go- 
mulka found out about chance. Grzybowska Street 
there was secret Home Army printing shop. Close by, 
the same street, there was also People’s Army Printing 
shop. Sending its information the Gestapo, the “Dis- 
information’ cell error sent the address the People’s 
Army press instead the Home Army one. Acting that 
information, the Gestapo fell the People’s Army shop 
and liquidated it. Gomulka, already Party Secretary, made 
row and ordered investigation. Only then was told 
the existence the ‘Disinformation’ cell and its oper- 
ation the basis the instructions Nowotko had brought 
from Moscow.” 


Swiatlo learned about the work the ‘Disinformation’ 
cell from Roma Romanowicz, subsequently Bierut’s secre- 
tary, whom had interrogated. 


“During the preparation the Spychalski case, the 10th 


The Polish Workers’ Party Central Committee issued spe- 
cial communique Nowotko’s death the effect that “one 
the founders and First Secretary the Polish Workers’ Party 
died the hands the enemy.” [On The Tenth Anniversary 
the Establishment the Polish Workers’ Party, published the 
Historical Section the Central Committee the United Polish 
Workers’ Party, Warsaw, 1952, 104.] 
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Department arrested two old Communists, Walczak and 
Mankiewicz, Gestapo agents. The present chairman 
the Warsaw National Council, Jerzy Albrecht, who was 
for them during the occupation, explained that 
they had collaborated with the Gestapo his orders. 
had confirmed those orders with Jozwiak, then People’s 
Army Chief Staff, who turn had acted agreement 
with Bierut and the Polish Workers’ Party leadership. 


“In addition, Rola Zymierski (as previously mentioned 
had also collaborated most closely with Szpilkier, one the 
Gestapo Chiefs Intelligence under the occupation. 
expanded and developed collaboration with the Gestapo 
distinct orders from Colonel Szklarenko, who directed 
the Polish department Soviet Intelligence. And finally, 
the case Wladyslaw Kowalski, now member the 
State Council, should mentioned.” 


“In safe,” Swiatlo says, “there was also file for 
Wladyslaw Kowalski, speaker the Sejm from 1947-1952 
and Chairman the United Peasant Party. the Lublin 
period and the first postwar years, Moscow needed him 
create the appearance government the so-called 
Polish People’s Republic which represented all political 
trends. Kowalski thus figured leading peasant repre- 
sentative. Yet, since his earliest years, had been mem- 
ber the Communist Party Poland, and later secret 
member the Polish Workers’ Party and the United 
Polish Workers’ Party. The practice today that people 
delegated organize and direct other so-called political 
parties continue remain secret Communist Party mem- 
bers. Only the Politburo knows about this. Such secret 
member has all Party rights and privileges, but not 
permitted admit publicly his membership. Incidentally, 
the same applies so-called non-Party men who are some- 
times used mislead the people. 


“Until about 1952 Kowalski was almost the top 
the regime hierarchy, though was clear from documents 
our possession that before the war, when Kowalski was 
arrested during peasant strikes, gave the Polish police 
much information about the Communist Party Poland 
and his own activities. also had compromising mate- 
rials against him from the occupation period. that time 
Kowalski maintained very close contact with Dr. Fider- 
kiewicz, postwar Minister Canada who then lived 
Milanowek. There Kowalski was arrested the Gestapo. 
During the search, the Gestapo found Fiderkiewicz’s 
apartment the radio transmitter Pawel Finder, then Sec- 
retary General the Polish Workers’ Party. The Gestapo 
knew perfectly well that Kowalski was old Communist 
Party member and had detailed knowledge his prewar 
activity. They also knew that Kowalski was touch with 
Pawel Finder. spite this, Kowalski was almost im- 
mediately released the Gestapo and found himself 
completely free. After examining his case, the 10th De- 
partment the Security Ministry reached the conclusion 
that Wladyslaw Kowalski was Gestapo agent. All the 
materials and our conclusions were known Bierut who, 
spite all this, supported and promoted Kowalski. 


1951 1952, the Kowalski case assumed new and 
unpleasant notoriety. Fiderkiewicz, Warsaw, received 


telephone call from the same Gestapo man who had ar- 
rested Kowalski Milanowek during the occupation. The 
Gestapo man, now engineer Silesia, asked Fiderkie- 
wicz for appointment. easy imagine how fright- 
ened Fiderkiewicz became. immediately informed Ko- 
walski, who turn spoke Bierut. was then summoned 
conference with Comrade Tomasz and ordered in- 
vestigate the matter further. Kowalski explained Bierut 
that the Gestapo man question had helped him and 
Fiderkiewicz the difficult period under the occupation 
and had helped effect their release. had interview with 
Kowalski and told the same thing. However, before 
long got new materials. This testimony constituted new 
and incriminating material and only corroborated the con- 
clusion previously arrived the 10th Department, 
namely that Wladyslaw Kowalski, speaker the so-called 
Sejm, was Gestapo agent during the occupation. 

“Once more want state categorically that Kowalski’s 
entire record was well known Bierut and his clique when 
they appointed him speaker the Sejm, assigned him 
diversionist work the Polish Peasant Party, and made 
him the head the so-called Peasant Party. They kept 
him under careful surveillance, led him on, until had 
done the job assigned him. Then they finished him off 
politically and put him ice. true that continues 
the State Council and the so-called Peasant Party, but 
longer has any influence prestige. 

Soviet Intelligence was also working with the Gestapo 
Poland, independently from the PPR, and doing 
so, Swiatlo testifies, the most important instruments 
Soviet Intelligence became Polish underground or- 
ganization which went under the name ‘Sword and 
Plough.’ This group was taken over agent Soviet 
Intelligence, Hrynkiewicz, who, acting through this group, 
supplied information the Home Army his liaison 
the Gestapo Szuch Avenue. 


“The group ‘Sword and Plough’ had originally been 
headed two men, Grad and Slowikowski. Soviet In- 
telligence later introduced its leading agent, Boguslaw 
Hrynkiewicz, who was assigned his first job: liquidation 
Grad and Slowikowski. Soviet Intelligence supplied Hryn- 
kiewicz with evidence that Grad and Slowikowski were 
Gestapo agents, and the basis this evidence Hrynkiew- 
icz personally liquidated the two men and became leader 
the group. 

“Then his close cooperation with the Gestapo began. 
Again, aimed finding out the names members and 
the details the independence organizations, and sup- 
plying the Gestapo with this information. Soviet Intelli- 
gence then had its own man the Gestapo, Ritter, Ger- 
man origin and old prewar Communist from 
After the war Ritter took the name Jastrzebski and, 
reward for his service, was made first departmental di- 
rector the Bezpieka, and recently, director depart- 
ment Chelchowski’s Ministry State Farms. 

“To maintain contact with Moscow another Soviet In- 
telligence agent was parachuted into Poland, prewar 
Communist, Czeslaw Skonieczny, now employee the 
agricultural department the Central Committee the 
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PZPR. was given transmitter with which make 
contact with ynkiewicz and maintain contact between 
Ritter and Colonel Szklarenko, chief the Polish section 
Soviet Intelligence Moscow. 


“Then, led Hrynkiewicz, the and Plough’ car- 
ried out major operation. house Poznanska Street 
Warsaw, there was Home Army archive center. Its 
manager was lame man whose name not recall. 
Hrynkiewicz took two men his organization and 
Colonel Fonkowicz the People’s Army Intelligence, and 
dressed Gestapo uniforms they attacked the archives 
center.* the lame man’s apartment they found the 
whole the Home Army files and another set files 
which dealt with Communists. The files concerning the 
Communists they handed over Spychalski, and the Home 
Army files, together with the lame man, they handed 
the Gestapo through their agent Ritter-Jastrzebski. 


“In 1949 Hrynkiewicz was arrested could used 
against Gomulka. Bierut, who wanted materials incrim- 
inate totally Gomulka and Spychalski, 
Hrynkiewicz confess that collaborated with the Ges- 
tapo Gomulka and Spychalski’s orders. But Hryn- 
kiewicz was stubborn. despair, maintained that 
had had nothing with either them, that his contact 
had been Skonieczny, who had kept him touch with Sov- 
iet Intelligence. “You can get Skonieczny any time you 
said. ‘Ask him, works for the Central Commit- 
Vice Director Romkowski and the 10th Depart- 
ment chief Colonel Fejgin went talk Skonieczny. 
confirmed that had been parachuted into Poland Sov- 
iet Intelligence, that had brought along Soviet orders 
the effect that the Gestapo should collaborated with, and 
that had been Hrynkiewicz’s contact with Moscow. But 
spite this confirmation, Hrynkiewicz still prison. 


members the underground movement and 
Home Army soldiers the Gestapo was the first stage 
the Communist action against the Polish underground 
movement. The second stage began just before and im- 
mediately after the war was over. soon they entered 
Polish territories, Soviet counterintelligence groups began 
arrest and liquidate Home Army members who had been 
designated advance Soviet Intelligence agents previ- 
ously sent into Poland. These agents, however, failed 
penetrate deeply into the Home Army’s secrets and that 
why third stage was initiated after the termination the 
war. Plans were prepared the Communists bring the 
Home Army from the underground. 


“The plan provided that all those who revealed their 
Home Army membership would guaranteed freedom and 
complete equality. want state most emphatically that 
the plan bringing the Home Army 
ground was solely pretext for getting all the necessary 


This event was also confirmed Stefan Korbonski, one the 
Polish emigre leaders, his book, the Name the Republic, 
published the Instytut Literacki, Paris, 1954. wrote that 
“The first blow the leadership the Underground was dealt not 
the Germans but the NKVD.” Writing about the attack 
the Underground office Poznanska Street, added that all 
those who had been there that time were killed. 


“Workers and peasants workers’ state” 


information its organizational composition that 
could liquidated masse. This was clearly stated both 
Security and the Party. know about it, because 
attended special conference this matter 1946 
the office General Romkowski, Vice Minister Secu- 
rity. that conference Romkowski informed that pre- 
arrests the already partially-dissolved units would 
harm the action. was necessary, said, wait until 
the entire Home Army was brought from the under- 
ground and then, and only then, would complete liquida- 
tion possible. 


“After the plan was brought into operation, the mass 
arrests Home Army members were made the 3rd De- 


partment the Ministry Security, then under the man- 
agement director Colonel Czaplicki. 


“Colonel Rzepecki, Chief the Press Office the Home 
Army, approached Spychalski, had prepared special 
memorandum which discussed generally the ways 
dissolving the Home Army and bringing about its peace- 
ful transfer civilian life. sent his memorandum 
Spychalski. Then leaders and activists the Home Army 
who were still free were arrested, and the end 1949, 
was rearrested. Also arrested were 
Colonels Wolanski and Mazurkiewicz-Radoslaw. Methods 
provocation were employed throughout this action. Party 
and Security agents-provocateurs were organized into so- 
called forest units facilitate the arrest the most active 
oppositionist elements and bring about their liquidation 
without either trial court procedure. 


“For example, the following case the Lodz voievodship 
well known. 1950 1951, forest unit, part the 
Home Army group Warszyca, was arrested the 3rd De- 
partment Security. This group had been organized 
agent-provocateur specially assigned the job the 
3rd Department. The agent acted under the direction 
Colonel Andrzejewski, then Vice Director the 3rd De- 
partment. All those charged with being members the 
group made out depositions incriminating the agent ques- 
tion. They maintained that they had acted his orders. 
The Department officially announced that was impossible 


catch the agent although had been touch with 
from the beginning. secret trial Lodz the begin- 
ning 1952 the entire group, and its leader Boruta, were 
sentenced long prison terms. 

“How did Comrade Bierut react the lengthy memo- 
randum written him from prison Colonel Rzepecki 
1952? this memorandum, Rzepecki not only re- 
futed all the charges but proved them untrue. Colonel 
Fejgin himself, 10th Department chief, read the memoran- 
dum and admitted that Rzepecki had proved false all the 
charges made against him very logical and convincing 
manner. spite that, Colonel Rzepecki impris- 
oned Mokotow Prison and has been kept there since 
1949, when was arrested. kept there without trial 
order the Investigation Department the Ministry 
Security. 

“At the end 1949 the Home Army’s Colonel Mazur- 
kiewicz-Radoslaw was arrested, charged with being 
French spy. When the Information Service submitted all 
the materials case Security, and sent 
depositions made others who allegedly proved Mazur- 
kiewicz was French spy and had spoken French es- 
pionage leader French, myself was witness very 
interesting conversation. Director Investigation, Colonel 
Rozanski, came the office Vice Minister Romkowski 
and said that himself had tried check the depositions. 
had tried speak Mazurkiewicz-Radoslaw French 
and turned out that Mazurkiewicz-Radoslaw could not 
speak French all. But Colonel Mazurkiewicz still remains 
Mokotow prison orders the Investigation Depart- 
ment. 

“Another Home Army leader kept prison orders 
the Investigation Department Colonel Krzyzanowski- 
Wilk the Wilno district. has serious tuberculosis. 
Colonel Pluta-Czechowski also imprisoned Mokotow. 
Colonel Wolanski, arrested 1949 and still Mo- 
kotow. Also Mokotow Colonel Rzepecki’s assistant 
the Bureau Press Information the Home Army, Mo- 
czarski-Rafal. still prison spite the fact that 
has already completed his six-year sentence. 
haps Comrade Bierut can tell what happened long 
memorandum sent him Moczarski from prison listing 
some thirty-odd methods which the chief the Investi- 
gation Department, Colonel Rozanski, tried force his 
confession. And what happened Colonel 
assistant, Colonel Szczurek-Slawbor, who was sentenced 
secret trial and was kept Mokotow? 

these leaders the Home Army are still prison, 
most them without either trial sentence.” 


The Central Committee's Murder Squad 


But the Party not only imprisons; also kills, sometimes 
with the appearance legality, sometimes assassination. 

“For this purpose,” Swiatlo testifies, “the Party, with the 
knowledge Bierut, organized the so-called Special Oper- 
ative Groups. One those groups was headed Kuba 
Krajewski, former member the Central Committee, and 
Comrade Tremblinska, the wife Comrade Kole, for years 
Director the Economic Department the Central Com- 


mittee, who herself charge personnel matters the 
Central Committee, with the task safeguarding the loy- 
alty and morality the members the United Workers’ 
Party. 


“One case was disclosed follows. 1950 Lieuten- 
ant the Milita, Michalski, was tried Warsaw, 
charged with the hanging policeman the same 
tia Plock. The murder was committed the Police Sta- 
tion. The defendant Michalski did not deny that had 
committed the crime but explained that did the 
order Kuba Krajewski. There was consternation the 
court, since Krajewski was member the Party’s Central 
Committee. The trial was immediately interrupted and 
further investigation taken the 10th Department 
the Bezpieka. During the investigations, Michalski told 
the story the special liquidation groups which functioned 
the Warsaw voievodship the orders the Central 
Committee the PPR 1945. 


“This and other similar groups other voievodships 
were engaged liquidating members the Polish Peasant 
Party and the Polish Socialist Party, well ‘undesira- 
bles’ from the Polish Workers’ Party. practice, such 
liquidation was murder. This Warsaw voievodship group 
began murder not only political leaders opposition 
parties, but also wealthy citizens, taking their property 
under the pretext political action. The liquidation group 
went unpunished because was headed Central Com- 
mittee member, Kuba Krajewski, and Secretary the 
voievodship PPR organization Warsaw, Magda Trem- 


blinska. 


“All would have gone well for Comrade Bierut there 
had not been case—tragic for the liquidation group— 
which publicly disclosed its activities. One day the murder 
gang Krajewski and Tremblinska attacked the house 
teacher Grojec, member the Polish Peasant Party, 
and kidnapped him together with some other men, taking 
them nearby forest. There all those kidnapped were 
murdered and their bodies buried. Several days later the 
supposedly-murdered teacher appeared 
turned out that had only been wounded and had man- 
aged get out the grave and accuse his persecutors 
murdering his friends.* accused them from 
the grave. When the case came before Gomulka, then 
Party Secretary, fired Tremblinska from her position 
Secretary the district PPR. However, immediately 
after Gomulka’s removal, Tremblinska was restored 
her post the Party Central Committee and Kole and 
Krajewski were retained their responsible Party posts. 


“All the leaders the liquidation group got very 
well, with the exception the one and only minor mem- 
ber who was Plock militiaman. Years went and 
received reward for his work. That why began 


The case was confirmed Stanislaw Mikolajczyk, former 
Premier the London government and former Vice Premier 
the Warsaw government, his book The Pattern Soviet Domi- 
nation, London, 1948. The book states that among those mur- 
dered was also local judge and that, although wounded, man- 
aged get out the grave and, having reached Warsaw, per- 
sonally told all about the murder and gave the names 
those responsible for the crimes. 
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tell everyone about his achievements the liquidation 
group. This worried Lieutenant Michalski, his superior, 
who then went Krajewski for instructions. The instruc- 
tion was brief: Lieutenant Michalski carried out 
the order and liquidated the man according the old pat- 
tern. threw noose around the neck the man while 
was asleep hanged him the militia quarters. 

“When questioned Krajewski this matter cold- 
bloodedly admitted all the details Michalski’s deposition. 
And subsequently, Michalski was released from prison 
the personal request Bierut. Moreover, after his release 
from prison Michalski demanded back pay for his whole 
stay and Bierut himself issued instructions that 
Michalski was paid. Acting Bierut’s orders, Vice 
Minister Security Romkowski signed the letter which au- 
thorized Michalski receive his back pay.” 


The Election Travesty 


one the Politburo believes that the Communists can 
win election Poland except fraud. Swiatlo, who 
was rule member the special Ministry Security 
“electoral testifies: 

“The Bezpieka carefully watches the opinions and be- 
havior the community. That why knew very well 
that the great majority the Polish people hated the Party 
and the people who had seized power. know how the 
results the 1947 and 1952 elections were rigged, and that 
why state that elections the Sejm and all other Polish 
elections were rigged the Government and the Party. 

“Elections are usually preceded great preparations. 
electoral law published which has all the features 
democratic electoral law, with one exception: the appoint- 
ment candidates. huge, mass pre-election political cam- 
paign organized. The nation then elects deputies and 
councilmen. But the reality that the Polish elections 
are conducted only and exclusively the 10th Department 
the Ministry Public Security. know because did 
myself. 

“The latest National Council elections were conducted 
smoothly and efficiently because now the 10th Depart- 
ment has had much practice and has perfected its methods 
work. The Party must first ensure suitable candidate, 
but also wants him unanimously elected the com- 
munity. Before one appointed, said ‘elected, 
Councilman, the 10th Department must have its say. This 
examination applies all Party functionaries, conference 
delegates, deputies and councilmen, with the sole exception 
Politburo members. 

“The Party submits the 10th Department for approval 
list candidates whom wants have elected—and 
who will later elected. unbelievably detailed form 
filled out the case every candidate. The form must 
contain answers all questions. traces the candidate’s 
record from his birth through his studies, social life, private 
life, political past, State service, right the moment 
elected councilman, deputy, conference delegate, 
member Party organ. The form also contains all 
the details concerning his family, the persons with whom 


Bierut and the balance power. 


the candidate corresponds, the details his trips abroad, 
and his total behavior. specially-assigned employee 
investigates most scrupulously the whole past the candi- 
date from all possible angles. 

“The second check done the 10th Department. 
After detailed investigation Intelligence, its opin- 
ion the candidate positive, will elected. 

“The system forgery the 1947 elections was differ- 
ent from that employed 1952. During the first Sejm 
elections, all organs public administration and all elec- 
toral cells engaged chicanery and shared the forgery 
election results. 1947 the Party emphasized the elec- 
tion members the Electoral Commissions. Only those 
people who could absolutely trusted the Central Com- 
mittee were sent the districts. second category elec- 
toral commission members were ordinary Security agents; 
persons who were expected, because their functions, 
completely obedient. This system election forgery 
had certain serious negative consequences for the Party. 
Too many people knew the instructions and knew who had 


issued them. That why 1952 the election rigging was 
carried out the highest level and limited exclu- 
sive circle the secret. 

“Even with the Communist system Poland, voter dis- 
agreement possible. One may cast empty card; one 
may sometimes drop ordinary piece paper into the 
ballot box. such cases, the Communists would afraid 
that one district another, few tenths one per- 
cent might missing from the 100 percent mark. 
The Politburo takes appropriate measures against such 
occurrences. 

“Before the 1952 elections, the Politburo appointed spe- 
cial Central Commission for rigging the elections. was 
not, course, the commission’s official name, but that was 
its The Commission was composed the Ministry 
Security’s most trusted employees: Colonel Fejgin, chief 
the 10th Department, Colonel Taboryski, present ‘director 
the 2nd Department, Major Bien, Major Szenek, official 
Deputy the Main Electoral Commissar, and myself. 

Soviet specialist forging documents, Russian 
woman named Konopka, was assigned the Commis- 
sion. Her task was teach eradicate certain words 
from the documents and write other words, imitating 
other people’s handwriting. Briefly speaking, her task was 
prepare technically forge the election. The com- 
mission immediately set about its task. All protocols the 
District Electoral Commission, with stamps and signatures, 
had been prepared before the elections. Only the figures 
were the night the elections our 
whole commission was, course, prepared for action. Vice 
Minister Romkowski visited unexpectedly and informed 
that the elections were being conducted according the 
wishes and that Bierut’s opinion, the forg- 
ing the protocols was unnecessary. this suggested 
that destroy the protocols. But Romkowski told that 
the request Bierut, was take them with him, and 
then left. looked one another and understood 


that since the forged protocols were ready, Bierut probably 
preferred write the figures the Politburo rather 
than our presence. From the election results published 


lover the fine arts looting and “liberating.” 


later seems that our assumptions were correct. The elec- 
tions were carried out 100 percent the satisfac- 


The Pattern Dictatorship 


Swiatlo’s testimony reveals the Communist understanding 
and absorption with the basic problem power Po- 
land. The Kremlin has not only carefully cultivated and 
supported its own most faithful Polish adherents, but has 
carefully directed its attention elimination all possible 
centers opposition, both within and outside the govern- 
ment and Party. this understood, then Swiatlo’s testi- 
mony reveals more than the pattern random violence, 
purge, bloodshed, and warfare. reveals that 
Moscow carefully purged the Home Army frustrate the 
possibilities mass patriotic resistance, that Zymierski and 
Spychalski were eliminated from the Army reinforce 
Soviet control under Rokossowski, that Gomulka and his 
adherents were purged from the Party apparatus secure 
against the possibilities “national Com- 
munism,” that the Party was purged and 
being purged “natives” for the same reason, that the 
Church was persecuted because had “neutralized” 
that might not remain nucleus anti-Communist 
resistance, that other Parties were either wiped out, “pup- 
petized,” absorbed into the Communist PZPR that 
political opposition might develop from that quarter, 
and that elections were carefully manipulated that not 
even ballot opposition might count made public. 

And over all the Politburo’s instrument for retaining 
power: the dreaded Bezpieka. Through the Bezpieka the 
Communist moral void given its immoral shape: forgery, 
exploitation, corruption, hypocrisy, cheating, blackmail, 
servility, nepotism, slavery and murder are the normal 
weapons this instrument the Communist “rule 
law.” 

Because these Communist gauleiters represent alien 
occupation, the abyss between them and the twenty-seven 
million people Poland unbridgeable. Swiatlo’s 
revelation this chasm that has caused Communist propa- 
ganda organs attempt persuade both the Polish na- 
tion and the world that Swiatlo was, Radio Warsaw’s 
PAP service November 1954 put it, 


agent-provocateur the American secret service 

had managed work his way into the Security 
organs the people’s state, taking advantage insufficient 
control and vigilance the part some responsible work- 
ers and their failure observe Party standards ap- 
praising cadres. 

“In accordance with his tasks agent-provocateur 
the service American gangsters, managed obscure 
and entangle many case applying, result lack 
control, methods tormenting and trampling human 
dignity, methods alien our Socialist morality and hostile 
number honest citizens the net groundless accu- 


course, Swiatlo’s testimony only recreates the situa- 
tion inside the country observed from the vantage point 


(and vantage point was) the 10th Department the 
Warsaw Ministry Security. Much said one group 
Communists being wronged another group, but com- 
paratively little said the fate prepared for the whole 
Polish people the Soviet Commissars and their local 
plenipotentiaries, and therefore, although the Swiatlo ma- 
terial true itself, does not represent the whole truth. 


But apparent that Swiatlo was long-time Commu- 
nist, privy the highest circles and most intimate secrets 
the Communist regime Poland. His story has pro- 
duced more than “groundless would seem 
able to. Hermann Field has been released from Polish 
prisons. Warsaw’s Minister Security, and Swiatlo’s for- 
mer boss, Radkiewicz, has been demoted the head the 
Ministry State Farms and the entire Security Ministry 
“reorganized.” Although the “reorganization” certainly 
not reform, nor Radkiewicz’s demotion “liquidation,” 
they indicate that Swiatlo’s revelations have caused con- 
sternation the ruling circles Poland. 


Moreover, the regime and the Free World might 


both remember about the Polish nation the words its 
epic poet Adam 


Nabielak “Consider, friends, our chances frustration! 
This the sort men who head our nation.” 


With surface cold and dirty, hard, congealed; 
But here are fires beneath, years can end; 
Let’s spit this foul crust, and then descend.” 


What emerges from the Swiatlo story more than 
gruesome account the subjugation whole nation 
ruthless terrorism: also the account the temporary 
triumph men dedicated the premise that evil the 
norm life. These men are not gangsters the accepted 
definition that term, for they not merely use evil: 
they live and have lived ever since they joined the 
Party. this ruthless nihilism that has earned them their 
present “eminence” and once and for all laid rest the 
ghost for those few who are might still deluded into 
idealistic ideological commitment Communism. 

Poems Adam Mickiewicz, translated and edited George 


Noyes, published The Polish Institute Arts and Sciences 
America, New York, 1944. 
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Operation 
Spotlight 


FEBRUARY 12, 1955, from bases along the periphery 

the Iron Curtain, the Free Europe Press, 

balloon propaganda campaign called 
launched into Poland the first million 
copies 40-page book containing the revelations 
Swiatlo. The launchings were the 
first such effort Poland, and combined with the broad- 
casts Radio Free Europe—some them Swiatlo’s 
own voice—were another the series the Free Europe 
Committee’s combined political warfare operations which 
now regularly operate into Czechoslovakia (OPERATION 
and into Hungary Focus). 

The airborne volumes contained substantially the same 
material that which appears this issue News From 
Behind the Iron Curtain, and were intended provide 
the Polish people with the documentary evidence its 
regime’s perfidy, all one place, with all the power 
the printed word. Radio Free Europe’s 
casts have already produced drastic repercussions the 
Polish Party, Police and Government. The persons most 
severely compromised Swiatlo’s revelations have all been 
removed from their posts. Radkiewicz has been dismissed 
Minister Security and sent the Ministry State 
Farms. Romkowski and Fejgin have been expelled from 
the Party and from their Security posts, and Rozanski has 
been put 

and Focus have shown the 
efficacy combined political warfare operations: the 


Plastic balloons being launched from bases Germany. 


Plastic and rubber balloons with the Swiatlo enclosed 
fly for Poland. 


printed and spoken word together. Like its predecessors, 
Swiatlo story with further commentary Radio Free 
Europe’s Voice Free Poland. (See one the first broad- 
casts 38.) 

Once more the West refuses accept the Communist 
Iron Curtain, and follows the 
vice the English poet John Milton: 

“In opinion, censorship underestimation and 

deprecation the entire nation. Truth and education 
are not merchandise monopolized and parcelled out 
exact weight and measure. transform national en- 
lightenment into market goods, tag like piece 
material bale wool, enslavement like that the 
Philistines. Who may forbid sharpen our own axes 
and scythes, and order take them the twenty cen- 
sor smithies? offense the people. suspect 
the dare not let them have uncensored writ- 
ings, consider the people unreliable, weak, and 
deficient faith and judgment, that they may read 
only material presented the government censor.” 


The purposes SPOTLIGHT are simple: 
weaken the Communist apparatus and, through 
detailed exposure Communist methods, better enable 
the Polish people defend themselves against those 
methods. Furthermore, adding new medium the 
existing radio facilities for communicating with the captive 
Polish people, hoped that their knowledge Western 
interest their fate will reinforced. 
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Radio 


This the Voice Free Poland 


You already know from our news bulletin that the Free 
Europe Committee has started sending Poland bal- 
loons pamphlets titled Inside Story the Bezpieka 
and the Party.” This pamphlet based Jozef Swiatlo’s 
disclosures which have been broadcasting Poland 
since last September. You will find this pamphlet secrets 
the Party, regime, and security apparatus revealed for 
the first time the former Lieutenant Colonel Bezpieka. 

Why was necessary use balloons, why were such un- 
usual means employed? The answer simple. 
Abnormal conditions created Communists the subju- 
gated countries call for out-of-the-ordinary means and 
methods. every free country the people have unlimited 
access all the information what happening abroad 
and what people think foreign countries. the heart 
London you can buy the most recent copies 
Pravda and the books published Soviet Russia 
Poland. The only window the free world for the people 
behind the Iron Curtain has been the Western radio sta- 
tions. The American people are firm their decision 
maintain all costs contact with Poland and other sub- 
jugated countries. Balloons provide one more effective 
way pierce the Iron Curtain, and experiences Czecho- 
slovakia and Hungary prove that the enemy, faced with 
this new method, entirely helpless. 

The Free Europe Committee undertook publish and 
send Poland pamphlets containing the facts disclosed 
Jozef Swiatlo because their paramount importance. 

These are the facts which should known the whole 
nation. They should known the first place the 
young generation which does not remember the not-so- 
distant past and has means comparing Communist 
propaganda and historical truth applied the last war. 
The facts disclosed Swiatlo refute all the lies Com- 
munist propaganda the past ten years. 

This pamphlet meant above all for the regime’s own 
people. For some them perhaps contains nothing new, 
and least some the facts have probably been known 
them for long time. They may have thought that 
these facts would remain forever the secret files the 
Bezpieka and the Party. They were wrong. Crimes and 
abuses committed Bierut, Berman, Ochab, Zambrowski, 
Radkiewicz, Fejgin, Rozanski and many others, are today 
known everyone. 


Jozef Swiatlo surely not the last escapee from behind 
the Iron Curtain. 
secret intentions following his steps the first oppor- 
tunity. Every Party activist, every zealot, every Bezpieka 
functionary, must realize that day may come when his 
crimes and acts, the secrets his life, will made public 
one his own colleagues the same way whicli 
the crimes and abuses these regime officials were exposed 
Jozef Swiatlo’s revelations. 

the next few months, balloons carrying Jozef Swiatlo’: 
disclosures will, successive waves, reach many corners 
Poland from the West. will long and unspectacula 
process. Very few people will actually see balloons, 
which will burst very high altitude. They will 
sent intervals, various days, depending meteoro- 
logical conditions and the direction the wind, such 
numbers and for long until the pamphlet “The Inside 
Story the Bezpieka and the Party” has found its way 
every activist, every member the secret police, every 
Pole who lets himself used instrument oppres- 
sion. Let the facts disclosed Swiatlo warning 
these that the time has come join forces with their own 
nation, help and shield their compatriots instead acting 
against them. Everyone who either force his own 
will member the occupation apparatus knows 
best means and methods for doing this. not need 
point them out from here. 


Jozef Swiatto 
tajniki 


rezymu bezpieczenstwa 


SPIS ROZDZIALOW 


PRZEDMOWA 


Jozef Swiatlo o sobi str. 3 Wspélpraca komunistow z 
Gestapo 
Moskwa rzadzi w Polsce 
Sprawa Zymierskiego 
Konflikry w parti 
Bojéwki komitetu central 
Nicktérzy tudzie politbiura nego i sady kapturowe 


Jak Zyje gora partyjna Procesy pokazowe 


Sprawa Gomulki 1 Spy- Walka z Koiciolem 


dialskiego masem Polski 


Bezpicka Farsa wyborcza 


Likwidacja Armii Krajowej ZAKONCZENIE ... 


Many other regime officials harbor 
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View Komlo, the chief ceal-mining district 
Beke Szabadsag (Budapest), March 11, 1953 
HERE was time when was said, miner, 


who better off than but that belongs the 
past. Ask miner how lived 1950—he will tell 
you: like king, compared today.” 

These words spoken recent escapee from Czecho- 
slovakia sum the position the miner Satellite 
Europe today, testifying the decline miners have experi- 
enced group the past few years under Communist 
rule. Their initial importance the Communist-dominated 
countries after the war was reflection the need for 
coal the Stalinist program for building heavy industry 
Eastern Europe. order stimulate coal production, 
Communist regimes, giving them prestige through 
publicity the press and the promise many material 
advantages, made the miners occupational elite. 
the words Kalendarz Robotniczy (Warsaw) 
1951, the miner’s working card “attests the miner’s spe- 
cial position [the nation’s] industry; grants him special 
wages, social and health services, vacations and 
pensions. The card indicates above all that the miner’s 
profession specially singled out, recognized and honored.” 

This was three, four and five years ago. The need for 
coal the Satellite economy not less urgent today. But 
this interval the New Course was launched, and since 
its success depends large extent the active coopera- 
tion all segments the population, privileges can 
longer granted exclusively industrial workers gen- 
eral, miners particular: general levelling off has 
taken place. The miner longer “king” that 
must now share regime attention and material favors with 
others; although, despite Communist promises, the con- 
ditions under which works are more hazardous and un- 
pleasant than those almost all other professions. 


Lives 


analysis working and living conditions among 
the proletarian elite the Satellites. The miners, 
long extolled the vanguard the Communist 
workers, are now the bitter foes the regimes. 
This article, based the Communists’ own pro- 
nouncements, shows why. 


Recruit’s Story 

August 1953, 16-year-old Janek was working 
shoe factory Otmet, Poland. had been there hardly 
two weeks when recruiting campaign for mine workers 
began. The recruiting agents described the life Polish 
miner such glowing terms that several young workers, in- 
cluding Janek, were persuaded sign up. The boys were 
all between and years old, completely unqualified and 
inexperienced. 

The volunteers were transported special 
Czerwionka, site Debiensko, the largest coal 
Poland. They were quartered the “House the 
Young Miner,” the bachelor accommodations which had 
been much extolled the recruiting talks, and they were 
looking forward large, comfortable, well-equipped 
hostel. 

The “House the Young Miner” turned out con- 
sist several bleak brick barracks, with from six thir- 
teen men each sleeping room. There was also meet- 
ing hall and cafeteria; meals were composed of: 400 
grams bread per day; coffee and sausage for breakfast, 
soup and meat for lunch, tea and sausage for dinner. 


After medical examination, the recruits began work 
the mine so-called “apprentices.” Janek was first 
put the conveyor-belt loading coal. After three days 
apprentice, was considered sufficiently “trained” 
begin work coal digger. This meant that the 16-year- 
old boy was put the most difficult and dangerous work 
the mine. was only able dig about three tons 
coal day, whereas the older and more experienced miners 
could dig double this quantity. 

The volunteers—who were little more than children— 
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were completely ignorant the hazards the work, and 
one undertook protect and instruct them. One boy 
playfully sat down the conveyor-belt and was crushed 
once the caterpillar chains. Not day passed the 
mine without the occurrence accident. Janek quietly 
summarized the result this state affairs. his bar- 
racks-room, said, there were thirteen boys; the thir- 
teen, was the only one escape injury. 

After two weeks this, Janek did what thousands be- 
fore him had done, and what thousands after him were 
do. left without notice, without even waiting 
paid, because upon receipt his first wages would have 
had sign pledge stay the mine. After fleeing the 
mine, Janek reported back the shoe factory Otmet. 
His former employer received him with smile; the man 
was used seeing the mine recruits come back. made 
difficulties and gave Janek his old job back. 


Exodus from the Mines 


The coal mining industry vital importance the 
Satellite economy. Poland, the largest coal-producing coun- 
try the Satellite bloc, fifth largest the world, follow- 
ing the US, USSR, Great Britain and Germany. Poland’s 
1953 coal output was million tons; Czechoslovakia, next, 
produced million tons. All the Satellite countries are 
making strenuous efforts increase production. 

July 1954, Czechoslovakia’s Rude Pravo 
wrote: most] serious obstacle securing [higher] coal 
our mines not fulfill the production plan for this reason 
alone, while many other mines fulfill only with utmost 
strain.” Lidova Demokracie (Prague), February 25, 1954, 
wrote: situation has developed which the mines 
almost all coal districts suffer from manpower shortages 
percent.” The extent labor turnover was re- 
vealed Nova Mysl (Prague), No. 1954, which said 
that “in 1953, 40,968 miners came work the Os- 
trava mines and 37,325 July 1954, Rude 
Pravo declared that [masses of] workers are leaving 
the mines because poor working conditions, poor hous- 
ing and food, because other shortcomings the ma- 
terial welfare the miners.” 

Poland, Edward Gierek, secretary the District 
Committee, informed the Second Party Congress (Trybuna 
Ludu, March 15, 


“The labor fluctuation the coal industry still too 
high. Taking the 1950 figure 100, the number per- 
sons employed the coal industry has increased the 
last four years 108.5. enough mention here 
that, due negligence and insufficient care miners’ 
living conditions, nearly percent the new recruits left 
their jobs 1953 the coal industry alone. 


the October 1954 session the Hungarian Workers 
Party, Chairman the Planning Bureau 
Bela Szalai, discussing the situation the coal industry, 
stated that failure meet the production plans most 
tent, this due lack [work] discipline the mines. 
This partly the result poor leadership and partly 


the high turnover the labor force. Mechanization has 
also been neglected the mines. Poor working condi- 
tions, the neglected state the mines, brought about 
mainly excessive industrialization, contribute heavily 
low production records.” 

October, Hungary was 400,000 tons 
hind the scheduled 1954 target (22,650,000 tons) with 
the gap steadily growing. Equally serious the poor 
the coal produced. Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), Feb- 
ruary 1954, charged that coal delivered the Ajkd 
power plant “has dropped percent quality the last 
five years.” 

Often the miners, without quitting, simply stay away 
from work, and rampant the industry. 
Sandor Czottner, Hungarian Minister Mining, was 
quoted Szabad Nep, September 1954: 


“ 


day after day, unwarranted absenteeism causes 
serious damage our coal industry. result, 
tons coal—the daily requirement large factory— 
remain unmined every day. Comparing the month June 
the month May, the number absences increased 
cent, and the mines the Transdanubian Trust, from 
percent. During the same period, the percentage 
piece workers not fulfilling the norm increased Pecs 
from 50.9 percent, Dorog from 45.4, 
Borsod from 42.9, Nograd from 36.6, Ozd 


causes enormous losses production. Rude 
Pravo July 25, 1954, stated that “in the 
coal industry last year lost million tons coal through 
shift The same paper had reported June 
that “wilful shift shirking widespread the Ostrava 
North Trust where the plan has not been met for quite 
some time. high number skipped shifts was reported 
other mine trusts. Straz Miru (Karlovy Vary), 
wrote September 28, 1954, that miners had missed 
600 shifts the last nine months, and that “in the Silvestr 
mine, 1,440 shifts were missed perfectly healthy fellows” 
since the beginning the year. 

Absenteeism and labor turnover are greatest during the 
harvest months, when workers home thresh their 
plots. (The agricultural countries, Hungary, Romania and 
Bulgaria, have always had high proportion migratory, 
seasonal labor the mines. The Communists are attempt- 
ing end this practice.) The Bulgarian newspaper Rud- 
nichar wrote May 20, 1954, “Now, with the approach 
the harvest campaign, the danger absenteeism rises. 
even before the beginning the harvest, there 
much labor migration and absenteeism which cannot 
justified. During the first quarter this year, the Bobov 
Dol mine there were 17,176 unjustified absences 
Marbas, 16,756. the Georgi Dimitrov mine, 11,511. 
Our national economy has lost hundreds and thousands 
tons coal solely because this unreasonable 
ism.” 

Heavy drinking another index low morale and 
major cause absenteeism. the Handlova coal mines 
Czechoslovakia, “poor working morale” and daily ab- 
sentecism 18-20 percent was reported Pravda (Brati- 
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slava), June 20, 1954. estimated that the manpower 
target Handlova lagging percent, and Rude 
Pravo, August 31, 1954, reported that its production plan 
only 60-83 percent fulfilled. Pravda, October 14, 1954, 
reported that the mines Zeleznik fulfilled the September 
only percent, Nizna Slana percent, Banska 
Stiavnica 65.5 percent. Absenteeism and labor turnover 
are the main causes this: “some mines had only per- 
cent the full work force, and absenteeism was reaching 
percent.” young boys like drink,” said Pravda. 
are afraid their work and eat nothing but the 
soup and bread which they get free the canteens 
saving their money for The paper called the 
youth organizations prosecute all “shirkers and absentees 
severely and Hungary, regime reporter 
for Radio Budapest (quoted News From Hungary, 
March 1954) was the utter lack [work] 
discipline the Varpalota mining settlement and even 
more the excessive consumption liquor. February 
15, 126 miners stayed away from work without cause; and 
February 16, 151.” was surprised,” said the reporter, 
“to see many drunken people the streets. 

These admissions—and they are only sampling from 
the Communist press—disclose state wholesale de- 
moralization the mining profession. The miners are 
psychological revolt against their work and their employer, 
the State. Those who cannot “take” it, who are able 
fall back alternative occupation, quit the mines; 
the others express their discontent frequent absences and 
heavy drinking. Why are the miners such ferment? 
large part the answer lies the discrepancy between 
promise and reality: the miners feel betrayed the fail- 
ure the “workers’ regime” provide not only the ex- 
travagant benefits promised first, but even the most 
elementary requirements material comfort, security and 
dignity. 


Living Conditions 


One the chief attractions mining was the promise 
standard living above the general national level: 
better housing, better food, better medical care and other 
privileges. prewar years, miners’ housing was often poor. 
The men usually tried save enough money build their 
own houses when they retired. “Now shall build them 
for you,” said the Communists. This pledge was accom- 
panied extensive propaganda the radio and press, 
with “documentary” pictures new houses and apart- 
ments. characteristic this propaganda Czechoslo- 
vakia was that while Prague newspapers were showing new 
houses built Ostrava, Ostrava newspapers were show- 
ing houses built Kladno—a sort long-distance “tele- 
vision” propoganda. But the housing program for miners 
has been signal failure throughout the Soviet bloc. The 
influx new workers into the coal district led instead 
severe housing shortage. general, not bad faith, but 
bad planning and inefficiency the building industry are 
responsible for the shortage which regime spokesmen admit 
has reached the proportions crisis. 


his speech the Second Congress the Polish Com- 
munist Party, Edward Gierek, chairman the Voievodship 
Committee, declared (Nowe Drogi March 
1954) 

“We are not helped much our efforts stabilize the 
mining cadres {control labor the policy the 
Ministry Mining and other organs. For example, the 
Marchlewski settlement Stalinogrod, accommodation 
provided for various institutions which not necessarily 
have located the town, while coal diggers the 
local mines are accommodated places quite far from 
their work, sometimes very difficult get to.” 

New houses are going up, but according Glos Pracy 
(Warsaw), December 1953: 


are being built for miners, but cannot said 
that the housing industry faultless. Almost every build- 
ing assigned for public use has many defects. How much 
bitterness has been caused Stalinogrod among workers 
who have been given houses which the stoves smoked, 
the windows did not shut, the door locks did not work. 
Large sums money are allocated for keeping 
homes repair. But the district Zabrze, for example, 
used only percent its credits for repairs during the 


Czechoslovakia also, the miners’ housing situation 
was discussed the June 1954 Party Congress. Rude Pravo 
(Prague), June 14, 1954, quoted the Ostrava delegate: 
“The Karvina Trust [one the major mining centers 
Ostrava] was receive 2,000 new apartment units before 
the end 1953. present, only 1,470 units have been 
made available 1954, the Karvina Trust was re- 
ceive 2,700 apartment units. The situation such that now 
will get only some 600 added significantly: 
“In 1951, total labor migration the Karvina Trust was 

“In the last few years, the first part new 
housing colony was built wrote 
Prace (Prague), March 25, 1954. “In this colony you 
will find the most modern houses the whole Ostrava 
region. If, however, you investigate who occupies these 
apartments, you will find that the total number 224 
apartments, only are rented workers’ families, out 
which only four are families active miners.” Party 
favoritism admitted one the causes the situa- 
tion: “It appears that people move who are way 
connected with mining. The people Ostrava were 
greatly upset decision that miner’s apartment would 
given functionary the Regional National Com- 
mittee who, just play safe, moved week before the 
official opening the colony, and, naturally, took the best 
apartment.” 

recent issue the Ostrava’s Nova Svoboda recorded 
“the complaints the population concerning [consumer] 
supplies: vegetables and fruit are lacking, 
wait for several hours front the stores. The 
canteens are better. Their soup—an important part 
the menu—is made with dehydrated vegetables and the 
worker gets his plate “nothing but clear and unappetiz- 
ing liquid. The dried vegetables are wormy, the meat dishes 
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are small and mediocre, and the meals are always the 
same.” 

The same paper reported complaints about housing: 
there water many dwellings, “particularly the 
[housing] settlements hastily built accommodate the 
manpower recruited from all other industries for the in- 
tensification coal production.” some places there 
water only three four times week and the inhabitants 
have several hundred meters “over impossible routes” 
get it. Ostrava Town, the new houses that are being 
built slowly and with doubtful materials,” water taps, 
drains under sinks, electric switches and gas pipes are often 
“missing.” 

Romania the housing shortage acute. There are 
roughly 50,000 miners—almost double the prewar force 
employed chiefly the mines the Jiu Valley. The Five 
Year Plan called for 9,000 new apartments the Jiu Val- 
ley. August 22, 1953, 1,000 them had been com- 
pleted. seems unlikely that the due balance 9,000 will 
completed the end 1954. 

Hungary, according August 1953, report 
issued the Ministry Heavy Industry, 75,636 workers 
were employed the mines (as compared 40,000 
1938). Szabad Nep reported October 1954, that 
1,500 miners’ houses had been built since 1952. Beke 
Szabadsag August 1953, reported miners’ hostels 
Tatabanya “very poor,” while Szabad Ifjusag, Sep- 
tember 19, 1953, labelled “unhomelike 
those the Tokod-Altaro coal mine. Finally, Szabad Nep, 
December 24, 1953, charged that the hostel Pit No. 
Tatabanya was like punishment camp.” 

married couple who escaped the West May 1952 
described their experience the Pecsbanyatelep mining 
settlement Hungary. After long waiting and many ap- 
peals, they finally got apartment Pecsbanyatelep. 
consisted single room meters and meters 
high. For furniture they had wooden case (which served 
table and cupboard for dishes and food), bed, 
bureau, two chairs and bench. Water had carried 
from pump the courtyard and the little coal they 
had was kept the open without cover from snow and 
rain. They could not open the window because iron bars 
were fastened the frame from the outside. During the 
winter the walls and floors were damp that clothes and 
shoes had aired every day prevent mildew. 

The situation Hungary bad that married miners 
frequently have leave their families behind. Special pro- 
visions provide that “miners living away from their fam- 
ilies are permitted visit them four times week 
reduced transportation fee.” 

Refugee and official reports alike agree that general 
the miners’ diet ample quantity, poor variety and 
quality. refugee from Hungary who had lived the 
bachelors’ hostel the Ferencmezo mine Varpalota 
said: the time got vegetable stews, dried 
beans peas. There was meat once twice week. 
could have much bread wanted. had bacon 
and jam for breakfast, soup and meat for lunch, stew for 
supper.” the Young Miners’ House the Thorez mine 
Lower Silesia (Poland), the reported daily ration con- 


Characteristic recruiting poster: “In sparkling clean home, 
carefree surroundings, the miners the future study. The picture 
was taken the coal diggers’ home Sajoszentpetervar [Hun- 


sisted unrestricted bread, grams butter and 
grams sausage cheese for breakfast; soup, meat and 
vegetables for lunch, and the evening meal was the same 


The same conditions prevail Bulgaria, can seen 
from succession criticisms the regime press. Trud 
(Sofia), September 19, 1953, wrote: “The management 
the ‘Marbas’ [mine] concerned only with questions di- 
rectly related production. does not consider the needs 
the workers. One-third the workers this large 
mining center have comfortable living quarters nearby. 
The rest live settlements kilometers away from 
the mines and are taken work special buses. The 
workers get tired from the long ride, are often absent, and 
many them leave the mines the first weeks months 
after they are hired. The canteen ‘Merichleri’ pit 
almost three kilometers away and cannot accommodate 
all the workers. The meals are tasteless and poor quality. 
Although the Thrace region outstanding for its vege- 
tables and fruits, the miners’ families Dimitrovgrad, 
after waiting for hours front the stores, often home 
empty-handed.” 


Rudnichar (Sofia), October 22, 1953, declared: 


“Although ‘illegal,’ the director has per- 
mitted number miners’ families occupy apartments 
which are not fully completed, order ‘justify’ fulfill- 
ment the construction deadline. Families these apart- 
ments live under extremely poor conditions: the walls 
some the rooms are not plastered, the paint cracks, the 
windows and doors warp and the electricity not work- 
ing order. These living quarters were not even supplied 
with plumbing while they were being built, that now, 
order put pipes, the walls will have torn down.” 


Otechestven Front (Sofia), September 26, 1954, re- 
ported 


“Up till August this year, there was whole section 
workers’ houses the left bank the river Madan. 
Under the new city plan, was decided abolish 
these houses and their site build House People’s 
Almost overnight the two-story frame houses 
were torn down. miners’ families and unmarried 
workers found themselves out the open, without roof 
over their heads. The management was 
forced place them the attic other living quarters 
supply them with tents. There they still are, and 
there they have been since the beginning September. 


Rudnichar (Sofia), May 1954, wrote: 


“Since April second-course students the mining 
school Dimitrovgrad have been doing practice work 
the pits the ‘Maritza’ coal basin. For approximately 
ten days, these students slept two three bed, shifts. 
Finally they were placed quarters with damp, mouldy 
walls, where for whole year nobody had lived. Three 
these students immediately became ill. 


And the same paper wrote November 26, 1953: 


“The canteen the ‘Republica’ pit Dimitrovo does 
not provide breakfast for the workers and they often start 
work without having eaten. The canteen closes p.m. 
and the workers from the second shift hungry. 
Sundays the canteen not always open and the miners 
who work Sundays are left without food. The canteen 
not kept clean. The situation the same the ‘D. 
Blagoev’ pit and the other pits the ‘Georgi Dimitrov’ 
mine. the Nekov’ pit even worse, be- 


Czechoslovakia, food rationing was force until 
June 1953. The average diet consisted basic items that 
were most plentiful, mostly bread and potatoes. Meat, fats 
and milk products were scarce, but within the limits 
the scarcity, there was discrimination between various oc- 
cupational groups. Miners were among the most favored; 
for them, meat, fat and milk rations were much 300 
percent higher than the national average. 

This advantage evaporated May 1953 with the cur- 
rency reform and abolition the controlled market. The 
food supply did not improve; the contrary, was 
matter one kind rationing being replaced another. 
The currency reform imposed strict “rationing purse,” 
which was felt most keenly the formerly favored miners’ 
group. indicative incident the time occurred the 
Ostrava mining district when the miners—who were 
the verge rioting—kept sending out empty coal cars 
for every full one they dispatched: the same rate which 
the government was exchanging the old currency for the 
new. 


orking Conditions 


Measured against modern standards the West, work- 
ing conditions the Satellite mines are extremely haz- 
ardous and disagreeable. general, Communist policy does 
not permit the press report mine accidents, but the press 


cannot help reveal, however indirectly, that there are ac- 
cidents, numerous and unnecessary ones. Thus, Rude 
Pravo (Prague), February 16, 1954, wrote: 

work competition disclosed whole series 
conditions which prevent the reduction the number 
accidents mines: the indifference technical cadres 
toward new workers general and mine transport workers 
particular the complacency top officials toward 
serious shortcomings the places work, disorder the 
shafts, neglected maintenance, insufficient organization 
work and transport. Accident causes the Ostrava 
region—as the other districts—are [often] due 
the fact that new workers have not received proper instruc- 
tions, the technical staff does not have thorough 
edge safety rules, and the mine managements not 
pay enough attention applying the required safety 


the problem safety and hygiene Polish mines, 
Gornik, November 1953, wrote that “It must empha- 
sized that the managements and trade union organizations 
not exercise enough care for the problems connected 
with safety and hygiene that they not [even] make 
full use the funds allocated for safety and health meas- 
ures. clear that these union organizations have broken 
away from the masses, that they not recognize workers’ 
needs, ignore them completely. The article criti- 
cized failure supply miners with safety clothes, boots, 
shower and bath facilities. 

Rudnichar (Sofia), March 11, 1954, charged that “in 
the Martiza pit, the regulations for work safety are violated. 
The man charge work safety has allowed the miners 
work galleries which are not sufficiently supported and 
ventilated, due which, during the past year, number 
14, 1954: “Every year, the State allocates large sums for 
the improvement work safety conditions. This im- 
portant task entrusted the inspector charge work 
safety the trade union unit. number these inspectors 
are careless their responsibilities for protecting the life 
and health the workers and often the managers 
not respect the orders the inspectors, but instead, point 
out their ‘credit’ the money saved, without realizing that 
thousands and thousands leva are being wasted lost 
working time and indemnities for sickness accidents af- 
fecting the health and strength the builders Socialism 
The same paper November 1953, put more 
baldly: “The accidents that have occurred the mines 
show that very little has been done for the protection the 
life and health the workers. 

Munca (Bucharest), June 26, 1953, reported the first 
labor protection conference held Romania since 
the Communists took over the mines and trade unions. 
result this conference was recognized that there had 
been active labor protection work, that the union dele- 
gates charged with this task were delinquent: “The super- 
ficiality with which the problem labor protection has 
been regarded the trade unions emerges the fact that 
not single delegate the conference has been able tell 
how carries out his labor protection duties” and, “since 
enterprise fail issue any kind instructions 
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exercise any kind control, the inspectors for work 
safety ignore their tasks and not engage any activity.” 
The paper, true policy, does not specify how many 
accidents have place the mines. But implies that 
there have been many, attributable “the lack suffi- 
cient period for beginners before they start 
dig coal. known that every new employee supposed 
undergo minimum instruction period ten days. The 
labor protection officials, lacking any sense responsibility, 
cut the instruction period minutes, give the new 

Refugees describe obsolete safety equipment and wide- 
spread neglect safety precautions the mines, and ex- 
plain that the management frequently attempts cut costs 


economizing equipment. escaped former miner 
from Hungary reported: 


“Not until June 1954 were open-flame acetylene lamps 
the Varpalota mine] replaced with safety lamps. This 
change became imperative when methane gas broke into 
the lower passage the Ferencmezo shaft. The gas was 
not noticed first, because, being lighter than the air, 
collected the upper level the shaft. However, when 
one the miners happened raise his lamp above the 
usual level, the gas caught fire. There was explosion, 
but the whole body was burned. After this the 
management took steps clean out the gas, install ventila- 
tors and introduce the safety lamps. 


“In June 1954, another miner fell victim the man- 
efforts save money. economize, the man- 
agement had replaced most the prop-timber the mines 
with iron. Since the iron props did not have enough grip 
the shoring, the middle prop sprung under the heavy 
pressure and killed one the miners. After the accident 
investigating committee came the mine but the final 
verdict fixed the blame for the accident the miner. 


“Another accident took place the end June the 
same shaft. Three apprentice coal diggers were working 
pit when two coal tenders got loose and hit them. 
This accident was indisputably due lack standard 
safety devices the tenders.” 

Another Hungarian escapee reported the following con- 
ditions the Komlo mines May 1953: 


“The safety equipment the mine was quite outmoded. 
The advance groups were mainly concerned with digging 
coal and left the shoring follow-up groups. These too 
wanted work fast order make their norms and 
consequence they set the supports haphazard way. 
Early December 1952, one pit the Kossuth shaft caved 
60-meter wide front, but fortunately life was 
lost. the end that month, year-old water carrier 
was buried under collapsing wall and the time the 
debris was removed was dead. the time the two 
accidents, the foreman was fined 100 forints but there were 
other consequences. Often, because the hasty and 
careless cutting methods, coal left the pits began burn. 
But the miners would not take the time extinguish the 
fire right away: they would attend only when the 
smoke began bother their eyes and throats. There 
temporary maintenance group assigned take care the 
safety the mine but even this group devotes only Sunday 
maintenance work. The rails are shaky, the tenders 


frequently slip off the rails, ventilation inadequate and 
the temperature the mine very high.” 


The race meet ever-increasing production norms 
unquestionably major factor the neglect safety pre- 
cautions. miner who escaped July 1954 described con- 
ditions the No. pit Tatabanya (Hungary) 

“Accidents were frequent the mine because 
the excessive pace work. The cause was obvious, for 
accidents were much more frequent special-production 
days [contests for some special occasion] and when were 
behind the quota and tried catch up. Fires were frequent 
the pit, result which the place was often full 
carbon monoxide. This gas, the heat and lack oxygen, 
caused the miners become dizzy they had been 
drinking. The miners had gas masks, only the ambu- 
lance men and stretcher bearers. January 1954, Sec- 
tion 30, where the carbon monoxide was, could not 
ventilated. that time, they cut airshafts, but with little 
effect. few days later was just bad before. The 
deeper the miners penetrated into the earth, the bigger the 


fire. They tried stifle with sand, but with poor re- 


major accident the Debiensko coal mine Poland 
1951—not reported the Polish press—was, according 
eyewitness, directly caused the pressure for norm 
fulfillment. The coal mine Debiensko has high gas 
content and blasting must handled with extreme care. 
Before the explosion set off the blaster must use special 
instruments determine whether the area free meth- 
ane gas. the day the accident occurred, gas had been 
detected the blasting holes. The blaster consequently 
refused light the fuse. His refusal meant that the entire 
department would idle for the whole shift, thus en- 
dangering the fulfillment their production norm. The 
foreman intervened and ordered the blaster ahead 
with the blasting. The latter firmly refused. Finally the 
foreman had the blaster taken into custody the State 
Security police. the meantime the shifts had changed. 
The blaster the second shift had been informed the 
fate his predecessor and did not want risk arrest him- 
self. Therefore inserted the dynamite sticks the holes 
and blasted. The result: men killed. 

The epilogue this catastrophe took place court. 
The guilty foreman was sentenced ten years’ imprison- 
ment; the mine director and the safety inspector, both com- 
pletely innocent this case, were sentenced and 
years respectively. The court’s decision was published 
the press, thus informing the public some time afterward 
that accident had occurred, but failing disclose the 
real circumstances the disaster. The press attributed 
intentional act sabotage the part the officials 
and the foreman. 

The Bulgarian newspaper Rudnichar, December 1953, 
noted that the explosion the Pirin mine 1952, 
measures have been taken yet control the presence 
methane gas. From investigations made far 
mine accidents, appears that the majority them are 
due inadequate shoring the pits. 

Accidents are also caused the production mine 
equipment factories which “simplify” manufacturing 
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processes—at the expense quality and safety—in order 
meet their own production quotas. example what 
results from this recent accident which took place 
Hungary’s Dudar coal mine, for which coal tender lock- 
contact made the Duclos factory was responsible. 
“innovation,” the lock-contact parts the coal tenders 
were made out simple iron plates instead the usual, 
stronger wrought iron. The management the coal mine 
advised the Duclos factory that the “innovation” was dan- 
gerous, but the factory continued use it. Finally, the 
No. pit the mine, the tenders broke from the tow line 
and two miners were badly injured. 

letter from miner Poland West Germany dated 
March 1954, revealed: 


“Last summer had five deaths within fortnight 
our pit alone, and then there was big inquiry into it. 
delegation came and inspected the place both above and 
below ground, and saw that most the shafts were under 
water and that were often standing water our 
knees the whole shift. They [the delegation] were there 
when the rubber escalator [tow broke, but they did 
not believe that happened almost every day and still does. 
Nothing has changed since the delegation was here, except- 
for two dismissals. Now are told that there 
another inspection, and the managers are running around 
urging everyone his best behavior and get the place 
order. They are really worried, and we, course, will 
not lift hand improve things. Why should we? 
our interest that inspection should reveal things 
they are, and all the miners are together this. 


refugee report described similar conditions the Ani- 
noasa mine Romania’s Jiu Valley. (This mine was men- 
tioned Radio Bucharest broadcast September 27, 
1954, which stated that the miners there are pledged 
extract “several thousand tons” coal excess the plan 
their part the “Socialist competition” program 
honor the then-forthcoming Party Congress.) Accord- 
ing the report: 


“Water entering the mine many points and carry- 


= 


“In the ‘Marita’ mine, the workers pull the [tenders] with ropes 
and push them hand. 


First wish the boss were here. 


Second Miner—Yes, big strong man, and the work 
would easier there were six instead only five.” 


Rudnichar (Sofia), March 11, 1954. 


ing quantities mud and stones. Workers charged with 
conducting the horse-drawn coal trucks through the gal- 
leries are all afflicted with heavy attacks rheumatism. 
They are wading through water and mud almost all the 
time during their eight-hour shift. 

“There not enough air. When the rock cut the 
galleries and blasted drive approaches the coal, 
heavy layers dust are raised for which there out- 
let, and hard breathe. Those who dig the coal are 
even worse off and many are poisoned the dust 
eventually develop chronic lung trouble 

“Climbing out the pits, the miners have careful 
keep firm grip the ladders. Everything slippery 
because the humidity and water trickling con- 
stantly from all sides. When workers reach the surface 
they are wet they were emerging from the ocean. 
Then they must see that their working clothes dry be- 
fore the next shift, for one has more than one work 
suit.” 


Medical Care 


Medical facilities, and the scientific control diseases 
common work underground, are far behind the times. 
Prace (Prague), March 1954, declared: grave short- 
coming the fact that the mines, particularly Os- 
trava, there are medical and sanitary facilities. 

The mines need doctors. cannot truthfully 
say that good care has been taken the miner’s health.” 

Existing facilities appear more primitive than those 
prewar years. Prace, April 10, 1953, charged that the 
State medical administration assigns doctors the mines 
“who not have enough experience and that doc- 
tors’ office equipment very crude: “Dr. does 
not even have sterilizer her The figures pub- 
lished Munca (Bucharest), June 26, 1953, the medi- 
cal facilities for all Romania’s miners are: under- 
ground medical stations each staffed with nurse, first- 
aid stations the surface, total 200 available first-aid 
kits. 

Tuberculosis, silicosis, and rheumatism are widespread, 
due working conditions the mines. letter from Wal- 
bruch, Poland, Germany, dated March 1954, alleged 
that rheumatism widespread that “no attention 
given the hospital complaints which turn out 
caused rheumatism. would say that least percent 
the miners suffer from some form rheumatism, 
you can see why the management canont recognize 
grounds for sick leave: they would have workers. 
According Bulgarian report, silicosis common 
among workers Bulgarian mines that “almost every man 
who works there for longer than two years affected 
lung disease caused the inhalation irri- 
tating dust particles during the drilling process.) For three 
years, the report states, the authorities have been promising 
introduce the technique dampening the air prevent 
flying particles, which used Western countries, but 
far this has not been done. Rudnichar, November 1953, 
admitted that there are “[quite number cases sili- 
and said April 1954: “Conditions the 
Jelezni mines are very bad. For more than two years 
the miners have not had medical examination. 
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Munca (Bucharest), March 19, 1954, commented “the 
delay introducing damp perforation the Jiu Valley 
coal mines prevent silicosis and lengthen the life the 
miners.” The article blamed the coal trusts and the Min- 
istry Coal Industry for treating this problem with “in- 
difference.” 

Czechoslovakia has system so-called night infirma- 
ries, where miners suffering from mild chronic illnesses, 
such rheumatism, receive medical care overnight and 
work the morning. “The medical center the Jan 
Sverma mine has set night infirmary,” wrote Narodni 
Pojisteni (Prague), No. 1954. “It primarily serve 
the brigade members who case mild illness would 
not receive proper care the barracks.” seems that 
“proper care” can given only night time—after work- 
ing hours. 

Romania, where relatively progressive labor laws 
were force before the Communist coup, the State, 
owner the mines, has abolished number benefits 
which miners were formerly entitled. pre-Communist 
days, the time required for descending into the galleries, 
leaving the galleries, and washing and changing—which 
without modern installations may take from minutes 
hour and half—was included the paid working time. 
The Communists ruled that working time starts when miners 
are actually the job. the old days, coal companies were 
required set welfare fund, amounting about 
percent the total payroll, from which workers received 
gratuities such large part their food and clothing, 
electricity their homes, and all the coal needed for their 
own use. The Communists abolished this fund. 

Further, after the last internal monetary reform (January 
28, 1952), new regulations were made medical benefits. 
Miners who are ill must now pay for drugs, medical treat- 
ment and food given them. All these used free. 
miner the hospital continues draw his wages—and 
then, only percentage only has been employed 
the mine for more than two years and has been paying 
member the miners’ trade ynion for more than three 
years. 


acations 


Special provisions for centrally organized vacations for 
miners were made the Communist regimes, who set 
aside certain spas and resorts for their exclusive use. The 
size this program was too small offer effective vaca- 
tion program for the coal industry workers, but large 
enough exploit for propaganda. practice, this type 
State-sponsored vacation limited certain privi- 
leged group shockworkers, and trade union officials, and 
the majority the miners not participate the scheme. 

Rudnichar, March 18, 1954, outlined the vacation pol- 
icy Bulgaria, noting the graduated benefits for Stak- 
hanovites and regular workers: 


“Paid vacations, including travelling expenses and 
hydrotherapy, are given those workers who are awarded 
honors such ‘Hero Socialist Labor,’ ‘Laureate 
Dimitrov’s Award,’ the gold [first class] ‘People’s Decora- 
tion for the Red Banner Labor and the Georgi 
Dimitrov decoration. This privilege granted for three 


years from the date the award. Workers awarded the 
silver class] ‘People’s Decoration’ and the honor 
‘Merit Miner’ have this privilege for period two 
years. 

“Workers and employees enterprise may use the 
rest homes the trade unions charge leva 
four days’ work] for days plus travel expenses. 
The members worker’s family also have the right 
use the rest homes charge 252 leva for 


Vacations resorts are apparently too expensive 
the average worker. article April 16, 1954, Try- 
buna Ludu (Warsaw) stated that only percent the 
places the centers allocated the miners 
Poland were utilized 1953. Polish refugee said this 
subject: 


“Only about percent the miners who work 
the Upper Silesian mines are position take their 
vacations resort. These are, most cases, trade 
union officials, Party functionaries, 
Their incomes are high enough afford such trip. 

“Generally, miner gets his holiday transportation ticket 
about percent cheaper than other travellers and enjoys 
any resort considerally reduced pension rate. spite 
these privileges, the additional expenses resort are 
high that average worker cannot afford them. More- 
over, the married miners wish take their families with 
them, and that prohibitively expensive. Even miners 
who have worked for more than ten years pit and are 
thus entitled month’s vacation are not position 
spend that vacation together with their wives and children 
away from home. 

connection with this, caused considerable resent- 
ment among the miners when the mine management 
Ruda sent three miners holiday this year completely 
State expense. The choice was made the Communist 
Party and therefore only those miners who were Party 
favorites enjoyed free vacation, and was not their first 
one. The others stayed home usual.” 


the Coal Convention held Prague July 1954, 
Deputy Prime Minister Cepicka made the following ob- 
servation the vacation policy: the next year, 
imperative ensure that all workers the coal industry 
take vacations the course the year—not only gain 
new strength for their work but also prevent absentee- 
ism which sometimes has its root the fact that the miners 
did not get proper vacations.” (Rude Pravo, July 1954; 
italics added). 

The highly differentiated yacation program com- 
ponent the Communist incentive system throughout in- 
dustry, which designed continually raise per capita 
productivity. Incentive systems also exist private enter- 
prise the free world, but here they are strictly controlled 
and modified labor, which feels that extreme form 
they constitute labor exploitation. Nowhere the West 
economic and psychological pressure increase individual 
output relentless. Nowhere there practice compar- 
able the one described Radio Warsaw, September 22, 
1954: “In the Czeladz movie theatre, the daily achieve- 
ments leading miners are announced intervals through- 
out the performance. This new form popularizing the 
results the best teams widely approved of.” 


Also Poland, there are special training schools 
which system has been developed the Com- 
munist regime exploit young men draft age. The 
training course lasts five months, during which the pupils 
work eight hours day the coal mine and receive five 
hours daily political, vocational and para-military in- 
struction. The bait for attracting young men these 
schools the promise that pupils who work the mines 
and take “voluntary” pledges overfulfill the regular 
working norms are exempt from the draft. The graduates 
the school are incorporated into shock brigades whose 
task raise the output coal mines and set the pace for 
the other miners. long the graduates can show that 
they are exceeding the norm, they are exempt from inilitary 
service; they slow down, they are subject immediate 

Explaining how Stakhanovism operates Polish mines, 
refugee stated that every mine there are several work- 
ers who “work according the Stakhanov method” and 
set records which are used the basis for raising the 
norms all the miners. These can main- 
iain their high output only for very short stints. main- 
tain these records, several extra men are taken off other 
jobs the mine and assigned help the shockworkers 
doing all the preparatory work. The “miraculous” output 
achievements much-publicized Stakhanovites are thus 
often due range facilities which ordinary workers 
are normally denied. 

The wage system the mines based low basic 
wage and elaborate scale premiums which make the 
workers extremely dependent meeting and exceeding 
norms. (The resulting concern fulfill the plan all 
costs is, has been seen, one the chief causes acci- 
dents the mines. 

There are various types premiums for employees 
the mines, among them: The mine premium, paid 
monthly basis only the plan fulfilled 100 percent 
(minimum). All employees the mine, except piece 
workers, are eligible. The premium amounts percent 
the gross wages the previous month for persons work- 
ing underground and percent for those employed 
above surface. Department premium: foremen and 
skilled workers are eligible the production plan their 
respective department fulfilled. Technical premium: 
for engineers and members the mine management. 
Economy premium: this given all who can show 
that they have used material economically. Quarterly 
premium: for all persons employed underground they 
have not violated work discipline (by tardiness absentee- 
ism). This 15-20 percent the basic wage each in- 
dividual. 

The men working underground are classified either 
piece-workers (blasters, haulers) day-wage earners (those 
working with coal transport.) Both groups have their work 
norms, but case failure fulfill the norm, the piece 
workers lose only the quarterly premium, the only one for 
which they are eligible. always paid 
according his performance. Wage workers, the other 
hand, not only receive premiums when the plan not 
fulfilled, but their wages are proportionally reduced. This 


applies even when, not the worker, but the failure tech- 
nical equipment other causes are blame for unful- 
filled norms. 


Coal combine operation the Sikvolgy pit Hungary. 
Beke Szabadsag (Budapest), March 11, 1954 


Mechanization 


July 1954, Czechoslovakia’s Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Cepicka, addressing the Coal Convention 
Prague, asserted: “To make for the shortage labor 
the mines, only one way lies open: machinery must 
utilized more and better.” Radio Sofia, August 28, 1954, 
broadcast statement the Bulgarian Minister Heavy 
Industry the same effect: “The success the mining 
industry depends large extent the steady increase 
mechanization, and the application new techniques 


The Communists are making great efforts increase 
coal output and compensate for the manpower shortage 
modernizing and mechanizing the mines. 1953-54, 
Komlo alone, the Hungarian regime spent 800 million 
forints improvements and modernization (Szabad Nep, 
August 1954). The following figures the degree 
mechanization Romanian mines were given Munca 
(Bucharest), July and August 1953: coal digging, 
percent mechanized; transport galleries, percent; 
transport the surface, percent. However, these fig- 
ures are believed exaggerated. 


The attitude the miners toward the mechanization 
program appears ambivalent, and many instances 
openly antagonistic. The miners evidently fear that mech- 
anization will lead even greater labor exploitation 
forcing the men keep with the steady pace the 
coal combines. They are also afraid that introduction 
heavy combines would first slow down output because 
the workers’ inexperience with the machines, and thus 
cut down earnings. They not have confidence the 
technicians’ ability solve technical problems, particu- 
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larly those related ensuring smooth, uninterrupted pro- 
duction. They have already experienced long hours 
idleness and earning losses caused failures combines 
the mines where these machines have already been in- 
troduced. Shortage spare parts for repairs resulted 
serious work bot:lenecks the mines before some these 
defective machines were scrapped. 

Criticism the press testifies this hostility the part 
the mine workers. Rude Pravo (Prague) wrote Sep- 
tember 1954, that “even the Communist Party organi- 
zation committee the Petr Bezruc mine has adopted 
negative attitude toward [combine] mechanization.” The 
same paper said July 1954, that “the results achieved 
the first months [after combine introduction the 
Nejedly mine] were poor that miners and engineers 
alike regard the combine Prace (Prague), 
July 31, 1954, wrote that “some backward technicians are 
responsible for the fact that mine machinery not being 
The Bucharest newspaper Munca, May 20, 1954, 
reported that “some workers have complained that ‘trans- 
portation mine operations disorganized. The coalcut- 
ters and other equipment have numerous defects. For this 
reason, miners are often idle; lose precious working 
hours. Repairs are poorly 

The Bulgarian paper Rudnichar, May 1954, declared: 
“The attitude toward the new production methods the 
‘Vulkan’ pit extremely negative. serious handicap 
the application the new methods the failure the 
engineering personnel adopt them wholeheartedly. 
The engineers and technical cadres hang back. They have 
not yet become creators the new, not strive in- 
crease the technological education the workers.” 

May 13, 1954, the same paper complained further: 


“Production processes the pit are being 
mechanized. All conditions for high productivity exist 
except for the inadequate care the machines. The Soviet 
coal combine has been out use for more than month, 
having been taken apart and left rust under the wet 
roof. The chief engineer knows but has done 
nothing, not even save from the water. 
The rest the engineering staff have the same attitude 
toward mining machines. 

“For the poor condition the machines the machinists 
themselves are also blame. Their insufficient technical 
training often handicaps them discovering the defects 
time and repairing them. 

“The machinist Raina Stoyanova stated: ‘Every year 
are enrolled courses order improve our skills, 
but usually these courses are not helpful and simply 
have acquaint ourselves best can with the work- 


ings these machines. 


Writing the “Krushev Dol” pit Madan, Rudnichar 
said: “The electrified line not kept order, result 
which the coal wagons fall and break and the ore 
scattered. There are wagons outside the pit with 
small defects, waiting repaired. Despite the short- 
age wagons, the chief has done nothing repair these 
machines. the Maritza pit, the paper wrote 
March 11, 1954, that “it common see machines and 
there sunk water and mud... 


According the July 11, 1954, issue Szabad Nep 
(Budapest) 38,000 meters cutting belt, 46,700 meters 
conveyor belt and 9,000 meters chutes have been in- 
stalled Hungarian mines since 1945. “However,” said 
the paper, “only percent the capacity [of the machin- 
being used.” 


Foreign miners’ delegations visiting the Satellite mines 
are often impressed the apparent progress mechaniza- 
tion, but must borne mind that they are usually 
taken only the new, “show” mines. Szakszervezeti Eresito 
bulletin the Hungarian Trade Union Federation 
Exile) reprinted letter, written the foreman the 
Peace Pit the Pecs Szabolcs mine, Bucharest news- 
paper: 

“Ours old mine. still use small wooden 
trucks with simple axle, which needs constant oiling. 
The oil drips the floor and every few yards the axle 
runs dry. Consequently, wears out very rapidly, and 
trucks with bad axles must handled two people and 
make for very hard work because the truck sways the 
tracks and rolls off the slightest provocation. They [the 
have planned install roller bearings but 
although the purchase department placed the order 
1953 have not yet received the necessary 


Swedish engineer who visited the mines Poland ob- 
served that “mechanical failures are frequent. Faulty min- 
ing techniques are among the most important reasons for 
the delays. Some these mines have put new pits into 
operation, with new drilling machinery 
manufactured the Soviet Union. But result con- 
struction faults the machinery, and the workers’ unfa- 
miliarity with new types machinery, mechanical disor- 
ders the gears and transmission occur frequently that 
coordination between coal digging and transport becomes 
impossible.” 

These are the conditions under which the miner must 
work Satellite Europe and has legal weapon and 
voice defend himself against them. For the trade 
union which “represents” him administrative arm 
the government, his employer. The role the miners’ 
unions was explicitly defined Rudnichar, May 1954: 
“The trade unions our country are the main assistants 
the Party realizing its program, fulfilling the State 
economic plans. Their primary task see that the 
production plans the mines, pits and research laborato- 
ries are being met, that the goals the Second Five Year 
Plan are realized, especially the [part pertaining to] the ex- 
pansion the coal industry.” 

Hungary under the New Course, the miners’ right 
express grievances was least theoretically upheld. 
“The suggestions the workers the mines Hidas,” 
declared the newspaper Dunantuli Naplo, July 29, 1954, 
very often not listened to, not noticed all; or, 
they are, their adoption takes months. consequence, 
there are many people—the majority the workers—who 
believe that not worth while saying anything, since 
has effect anyhow. wonder that the miners 
become estranged from the leaders the mines.” 

“Activists tell the workers again and again,” wrote the 
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“Ferenc Elekes, Kossuth-prize-winning coal digger, and his wife 
cast their votes for mine mechanization 


Beke Szabadsag (Budapest), March 11, 1954 


same newspaper August 1954, “that ‘the mine be- 
longs the miners.’ They [the activists] talk this way when 
they preach economy, maintenance machines, proper 
use working time, etc. Not that this mistake. But 
worker does not feel master the plant mine, 
nothing happens after his proposal, criticism, com- 


Apart from the Communist-controlled trade unions, 
which maintain “shop committees” every mine, there 
are units the Communist youth organizations and the 
Party itself the mines. The August 29, 1949, resolution 
the Hungarian Workers’ [Communist] Party provided 
for the establishment Party organizations every mine, 
but not more than percent the miners Hungary are 
estimated active Party members. Szabad Ifjusag 
October 13, 1953, disclosed that some 1000 
eligible young workers the Varpalota colleries, only 340 
were members the DISZ (youth organization) and “only 
180 these have paid their dues regularly.” Poland, 
estimated that about percent the miners belong 
the ZMP (youth organization) and four percent the 
Communist Party. 


Labor Battalions 


bolster the ever-dwindling labor supply this un- 
popular work, the Communists have tapped every source 
which their ingenuity and power could reach. the Satel- 
lite mines, two kinds forced labor are used: convict la- 
bor and the Army battalions.” 

refugee report lists the following categories Polish 
Army recruits who may given duty the coal mines: 

Persons who have been convicted any sort po- 
litical offense whose parents have been convicted 
political offense. Persons who have blood relative 
living the West refugee, and those who have more 
than two relatives any connection, who are refugees 
the West. Persons whose parents are Germans 
ethnic Germans but who have chosen Polish citizenship, 
unless one the parents has been distinguished for special 
services the Communist State (for instance, shock- 
worker). Persons whose parents were registered 
citizens the Free City Danzig between the two wars, 
with the exception those who were that time members 
the Communist Party. 

other words, all inductees who are politically suspect 
—plus, those with certain physical conditions such im- 
perfect eyesight and hearing—are placed the Army labor 
battalions. Reports from Hungary state that members 
Army labor batallions were usually the children “unre- 
liable” classes—kulaks, tradesmen, though 
military service, were not considered “safe carry arms.” 
According refugee, two pits the Oroszlany mine 
November 1953 there were about 1200 civilian political 
offenders and 350 Army prisoners who had been sentenced 
mainly for anti-regime instigation and insubordination. 

Excerpts from letters received the West from Poland 
describe the use soldiers labor mines: 


Warsaw, March 19, 1954: was called two 
and half years ago, and arrived home recently with the 
news that now demobilized, provided takes 
job the land. During his two and half years, 
has done only about nine months actual soldiering; the 
rest the time spent either working the mines 
helping with the harvest. spent almost six months un- 
derground the mines Zabrze and despised every min- 
ute it. They are not sent regular Army units but 
are grouped together from various units according phys- 
ical fitness. Among those sent the mines are those who 
got bad marks during their training period. says 
knows cases men being sent straight the mines 
without undergoing any [Army] training .*” 

Wroclaw, March 13, 1954: Our boy can get his 
release from the Army next month after doing two years, 
but has contract two years’ work the mines 
else another year the Army. has already been 
working the mines, has the right training for 

Lezce, May 26, 1954: “Most the miners this pit are 
convicts have done something wrong during their mili- 
tary service, although some them seem decent enough 


*In Poland, Army labor battalions were formerly sent the 
mines after the four-month basic training. believed that now 
“politically unreliable” inductees are given military training 
all but are assigned coal mine immediately after induction. 
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fellows. They get nothing for their work except their army 
pay and naturally don’t exert themselves. 


refugee described how Polish Army labor battalions 
are formed and detailed: soon group coal 
mine recruits have been assembled, they are transported 
under escort unit stationed the mining area. Each 
large mining area has regular army unit formation 
stationed the area. only when they arrive the 
holding unit station that the recruits are officially informed 
that they have been selected for work the mines. They 
are addressed the political officer who makes set 
speech describing the value the work and explaining 
that the best way [the recruit] can serve the Peo- 
ple’s Poland.” Afterwards, each recruit required sign 
certificate that agrees the decision the Army 
use him this way. 

certain mines, such Chorzow, there holding 
unit for another type Army miner—those who have been 
convicted offenses their own units calling for more 
than one month’s penalty. According this source, there 
were about twenty labor battalions the Upper Silesian 
coal district 1952, and believes the total has now 
reached 30. Labor battalions live military barracks 
the mine site, under military discipline. Like active mili- 
tary service, service labor battalion lasts for two years. 

According report Sosnica (near Gliwice, Poland), 
civilian prisoners who work the mines are quartered 
forced labor camps near the mines and taken work 
prison guards. Most them have been convicted crimi- 
nal offenses “crimes against the State” such at- 
tempted border crossing. They are employed only under- 
ground, and work every day including Sunday. The pris- 
oners wear standard miner’s outfit and protected helmet, 
with the difference that their helmets are red and their 
suits have white stripe the back. 

The position the Army labor battalion workers far 
superior that the prisoners. They cannot ordered 
work the coal (digging site) the rein- 
forced wall sections. Most the soldiers work trans- 
porting. 

According Czechoslovak escapee Sunday shifts were 
the most resented imposition the soldiers the mines. 
“Not single month did get full pay for our work,” 
said the escapee. “We worked regularly two shifts month 
—usually Sundays—without being paid for them. They 
were always ‘for the benefit rebuilding North Korea’ 
‘to help Vietnam’ ‘to strengthen peace.’ always 
heard headquarters that ‘the soldiers have decided 
work Sunday,’ but nobody ever consulted about it. 
the last five months worked eight nine Sunday shifts 
without pay.” 


Women Miners 


Contrary the ILO (International Labor Organiza- 
tion) conventions ratified all European governments 
before the war, the Communists have re-introduced female 
labor the mines. The organ the Polish miners’ union, 
Gornik, its issue May 18, 1953, revealed that there 
were 2600 women working underground the Polish coal 
mines. Far from apologizing for practice which has been 


prohibited most civilized countries for century, the 
regime publicizes that further 2500 women will em- 
ployed underground during the course this year, 
whom will married women with children. addi- 
tion the underground workers, there are more than 44.- 
000 employed the surface. 

Romania, the exact number women miners 
known but estimated several thousand. From time 
time, news concerning women the mines appears th: 
press. Scinteia (Bucharest), January 15, 1951, 
how team women the Petrila mines engaged 
competition with teara men from Valea Nicoale 
loaded tons coal eight hours. 

Rudnichar, June 25, 1954, reported that 295 Bulgaria: 
women were enrolled training courses organized 
miners, 105 them obtain basic instruction and 193 
and increase their qualifications.” 

Reports from scattered mine sites Hungary reveal: 
May 1953, 200 women were quartered th: 
women’s hostel the Komlo coal mines, most them 
peasant women from the villages. Some them worked 
the surface, the rest were employed underground 
the coal chute, cutting belt conveyor belt. the 
No. XII pit Tatabanya April 1954, approximately 
women were working underground valve machine 
conveyor belt operators loading coal tenders. The aver- 
age term employment was only one month; turnover 
was very high. the Ferencmezo pit Varpalota 
July 1954 there were many women one shift. 
They were used chiefly operate pumps and machines. 


New Drive for Workers 


Czechoslovakia’s Deputy Prime Minister Cepicka, quoted 
Rude Pravo, July 1954, asserted that the coal crisis 
the winter 1954 was “solved” the regimentation 
special trade union voluntary brigades and Army units 
the coal districts. But Cepicka stressed that the mobiliza- 
tion temporary work forces cannot complete solu- 
tion: “To relieve the shortage [of manpower], voluntary 
brigades were organized; but temporary workers who come 
work our mines cannot, even with the best will, re- 
place permanent cadres.” (According Rude Pravo, Jan- 
uary 12, 1954, the temporary labor force the coal indus- 
try [toward the end 1953] was 25.3 percent and the 
Ostrava coal region, reached almost 

Forced labor and mechanization have not freed the 
Communists from dependence freely contracted human 
labor. the contrary, each the Satellite countries, 
intensified drive recruit workers the mines 
offering new and more incentives, “recruiting 
and all the inducements old. Nepszeva (Budapest) car- 
ried the following notice January 12, 1954: 

“The coal mining trust Komlo seeking workers. 
Diligent, ambitious men are trained for skilled job 
within three months and can become cutters and specialists 
within one year. addition [basic] wages, men 
working underground get 20-30 percent bonuses. ad- 
dition every man working Komlo receives percent 
his pay ‘Komlo Bonus.’ Married workers receive 
coal allowance metric quintals annually. Those 
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working without absence for full year receive the 
end the year suit clothes called ‘loyalty suit’ 
and ‘loyalty bonus’ which may amount 3-5 percent 
his basic pay, plus the underground bonus. For 8.7 
forints per day offer three good and plentiful meals. 


Housing for single men free. Newly recruited cutters 
married receive apartment after the first three months 
and underground workers—provided their work satisfac- 
tory—in the second half the year. Those who have 
not been dismissed from arbitrarily quit their previous 
jobs are offered immediate contract and 600-forint 
recruiting bonus.” 


special bonus 400-480 koruny was announced the 
government March this year (Prace, 
March 12, 1954) “whoever would pledge work the 
the Ostrava, Sokolov Handlova districts for 
one year.” 


The Bulgarian newspaper Rodopska Bobra, April 11, 
1953, wrote: mines need hundreds new workers. 

The collective farms are source for new miners. Each 
kolkhoz must give several members the mines. Extremely 
harmful and anti-State the attitude some kolkhoz lead- 
ers who not permit those who want become miners 
leave the kolkhozes. Despite State and Party orders, 


some villages the leaders are not only reluctant, they 


actually threaten expel the families would-be miners 
from the kolkhoz. 

Poland vigorous recruitment campaign for workers 
under way, despite statements last winter about reducing 
manpower the mines. December 19, 1953, the Min- 
ister Mining issued order for reduction man- 
power the mines, the same time calling for in- 
crease productivity and lowering production costs 
the year 1954. Again, March 1954, the Second Party 
Congress mentioned reduction manpower the Polish 
coal mines. 

explanation has appeared the press for this policy 
reversal, only statements the effect that the results 
the campaign are unsatisfactory. Slowo Ludu (Kielce), 
July 29, 1954, disclosed that the entire province Kielce 
fulfilled only percent the recruitment target, which 
was 700 persons for the quarter the year. Because 
the poor results, all the employment directors the Dis- 
trict National Councils were called conference dis- 
cuss methods for improving the campaign. Some the 
delegates said that they found that “those [miners] who 
had returned home because they had not been properly 
cared for their new working place were not good propa- 
ganda for the recruiting.” The newspaper dismissed this 
only minor the failure the campaign. 


Commuter’s Paradise 


The Bulgarian satirical newspaper Sturshel, June 18, 1954, termed complaint 
that “the Komunaltransport buses Burgas regularly run between and 
minutes late” “untrue and malicious statement.” The newspaper pointed out: 


“1. not true that all buses run late. There are some which not run 


all, and therefore cannot late: 


“2. The Komunaltransport company cannot blamed for these delays, the 
following principle observed: The bus leaves when the driver ready and arrives 
when God wills. Anyone who does not agree with the principle can take horsecar 
cart. But really hurry, then would best for him walk. 


Workers from outlying districts who are late because the bus service can 
easily set their alarm one hour earlier and work foot. The company has 
objection this.” 
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Six Students 


This the personal story Bulgarian high 
school student. gives good picture the 
hardships endured anti-regime students.* 


NAME Ivan Petrov, and was born Konievo 
the province Kiustendil. father was 
fairly well-to-do farmer. When was quite 

young began help parents the fields and from 
the age seven, took our flock sheep pasture only 

kilometer from the Yugoslav frontier. 

did elementary schooling the village school 
and parents were eager for study when showed 
that was interested learning. 1946, father en- 
rolled the Hristo Botev Mixed High School 
Kiustendil, and lived with two other boys from vil- 
lage room and devoted myself tenaciously 
studies. that time were extremely short teachers, 
and there were only about half the number necessary 
carry out the teaching program. Both roommates were 
older than One was the VIth class and the other 
the VIIth. One was the President ZEMS [the Union 
Young Peasants] the High and the other 
regular member. was quite useless for other- 
wise than concern myself with politics enrolled the 
ZEMS, taking active part its social life. Often there 
were meetings the seat the Peasant Party Kius- 
Then DSNM unit [the Communist Youth Or- 
ganization] was organized the school and were in- 
vited join. refused. The teachers threatened 
with expulsion did not cease the distribution the 
opposition paper the school and did not give 
our adherence the opposition Peasant Party. 

“In the Spring 1947, Stefan Dimov, the President 
the High School, cailed sixteen together and told 
that would expelled did not cease our 
oppositionist activity. Three days later, roommates and 
were arrested the D.S. [political police]. were 
held for seven days during which were beaten with 
rubber truncheons. leaving the prison, developed 


The proper names and place names have been changed 
protect the source and those who remained behind. 


were beaten with rubber truncheons.” 


pleurisy which lasted three months and made lose 
year’s schooling. the Autumn 1947 again enrolled 
the VIth class. One companions managed 
complete his studies, but the other was expelled from 
school with the right, however, enroll elsewhere. 
went Botevgrad. 

“About half the students the school had joined the 
DSNM section. The Union Young Peasants was out- 
lawed, but the former members held firmly their deci- 
sion fight against Communism. Thus there was formed 
illegal ZEMS committee which became the secre- 
tary. The society worked clandestinely and bravely and 
thanks our activity, the DSNM Kiustendil High 
School showed very little activity 1948. their meet- 
ings, they did more than try discover their mis- 
takes and weaknesses and what caused their lack 
success. 

“In the Summer 1948 was once again ill with 
pleurisy and pneumonia, and spent four months the 
hospital. recovered only miracle. left the hospital 
aged and weakened, longer looking like sixteen-year- 
old boy. went back village and medical advice 
gave studies for two years, doing only light physical 
work. 1950, enrolled the Vth class school where 
now knew only few students, those with whom had 
worked secretly the ZEMS 1948 had already com- 
pleted their studies. 

“Almost all the students were now DSNM members and 


felt useless and stranger the school. was repelled 
many things and for those reasons avoided the company 
others. One day found myself with some students 
who teased for not knowing the Russian songs which 
were then the vogue. those two years absence 
school had indeed slipped back! 

succeeded passing the next two classes although 
vas continually harassed Communist teachers. 1952, 
vhen was enrolling the last class the school, the 
teacher handed the DSNM application blanks, which 
was fill and return. refused so. that 
school year, there were only six outside DSNM, 
vhich declared enemies and gave its members the 
order send Coventry. All six were excluded 
from meetings, dances, theater and cinema shows, etc. 
were ‘class enemies.’ spite the fact that the other 
were much younger than they were fine boys and 
cur common lot drew together. went about almost 
happy excluded from the miserable greyness the 
Communists. The six used meet lodgings 
the outskirts town and used amuse ourselves 
with gramophone had bought. 

“On the occasion the celebrations the liberation 
Bulgaria from the Turks (March 3), the DSNM the 
school put out “agitation” poster. was destroyed 
group friends during the night. This made the 
President the DSNM and the heads the Militia and 


were class enemies.” 


the D.S. conduct inquiry. They were unable find 
anything but nevertheless, five friends and were ar- 
rested March 1952 and taken the D.S. were 
released March 17, but was arrested once again, with 
two friends, the 20th. were accused con- 
spiracy concerning saboteurs entering Bulgaria from Yugo- 
slavia, and were shown ‘documentary proof. 
denied every accusation and were beaten with rubber 
truncheons. Then were set free, worn out with what 
selves school again, were told that were expelled 
from all the schools the Republic. 

went back native village try recover from 
the injuries had received when was beaten, but was 
unable because jeep came the house with 
D.S. agent who arrested me. Once more was taken 
prison. was subjected inquisition which was un- 
able bear any longer, and ended ‘confessing’ 
having contacts with diversionists. was the only way 
save myself from certain death. They told that 
would not tried and that would able continue 
studies during the following year signed state- 
swearing put myself the service the 
and particular, handed over them the diversion- 
ists with whom was supposed have had dealings. 
signed. But soon was liberty, fled Yugo- 


Current 


Developments 


1955 Plans 


The first weeks the new year were marked modi- 
fication Soviet economic policy increased emphasis 
heavy industry. After series statements Khrush- 
chev and others stressing the importance heavy industry 
the foundation all economic advances, and attack 
Pravda editor planners who believe that 
the consumer goods industry should develop. equal 
faster rate than heavy industry, the 1955 budget showed 
marked increase allotments for heavy industry, de- 
creases allotments for light and consumer goods indus- 
tries and for agriculture. 

the 1954 budget, 169.7 billion roubles were earmarked 
for all industry, which 133.2 billion roubles, 78.5 
percent, was heavy industry. the 1955 budget, 
out total industrial allotment 189.6 billion roubles, 
163.6 billion, 86.3 percent, will heavy industry. 
1954, 74.4 billion roubles were allocated 
the 1955 the figure will fall 65.2 billion roubles, al- 
though the total budget for all purposes remains about 
the same. 

apparent the available 1955 Satellite Plans. must 
remembered that for all the Satellites (except Bulgaria) 
new Five Year Plan coordinating their economies with that 
the USSR begin 1956. there are notable 
changes the direction Satellite economies they may 
come with the coordinated Plan. For the moment, how- 
ever, there seems definite divergence economic 
emphasis between the USSR and the Satellites. 


Hungary 


Available figures breaking down Hungarian economic 
effort into components light and heavy industry exist 
only the form production percentage increases for 
each year. The following table gives that information. 


Total Heavy Light 
Industry Industry Industry 
Increase Increase Increase 
30.1 37.7 26.9 
23.6 33.3 10.5 
11.8 26.5 minus 0.5 
3.1 minus 3.1 9.5 
1955 (planned)... 6.0 7.0 


(Information 1950-1954 from yearly Plan reports. 1955 
figures from Radio Budapest, January 14.) 


Title: The bureaucrat seen the framework care for men. 


Man shown dropping the wastebasket papers marked 
“Applications.” 


Szpilki (Warsaw), December 1954 


The 3.1 percent decrease heavy industry for 1954 was 
excess planned percent decrease. The 1955 Plan 
does envisage increase heavy industry, but one 
way comparable the increases the pre-New Course 
period, and less than the light industry increase. 

There has been considerable talk Hungary, 
where the Satellites, echoing the demands Khrushchev 
and others the USSR for primary emphasis heavy 
industry. Nevertheless, the 1955 production Plan indicates 
that this largely verbal reflection the Soviet shift, 
and that for the moment least the economy itself not 
follow the Soviet change. 

Szabad Nep (Budapest), January 23, discussing the 
economic policy the new year, said: 


“We must make further efforts toward the development 
heavy industry. Within heavy industry the leaders 
and workers coal mining, the power industry, the smelt- 
ing and crude oil industries are faced with particularly im- 
portant The most important job industry 
put end stagnation; our factories must gain new 
impact. Our fate primarily decided the factories 
and the fields. factories not meet the targets the 
shelves are empty the Therefore the 1955 
Plan calls for considerable growth industrial produc- 
tion. The increase will not great during the first 
Five Year Plan, the period excessive industrialization, 
but will much greater than last year.” 


Even this demand for increased heavy industry, which 
exaggerated implication the degree increase actually 
planned, the stress the overcoming failures rather 
than expansion, and the pre-New Course policy spe- 
cifically repudiated. The editorial continued: 


“We will also continue increase consumer goods pro- 
this imposes great task not only the light 
and food industries, but also the enterprises operating 
under the Ministry Smelting and Machine 
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Simultaneously with better planned, more proportionate 
and healthier development industry will continue 
work for the growth agriculture. The budget allot- 
ment for new investments smaller than last year because 
larger part the national income than the past will 
used for the production consumer goods. The 
1955 Plan counts the continued increase production 
independent peasants. This year, also, the State intends 
give them greater assistance. the same time greater 
help will given our kolkhozes.” 


quite probable that there now controlled regime 
reaction against certain runaway tendencies the New 
Course. Among these were apparently the demand Pal 
head the Patriotic People’s Front, for the 
tion DISZ (the Communist Youth League), and the 
establishment new youth organization under the aegis 
the PPF rather than the Party. This attempt the 
PPF exceed the carefully-controlled degree independ- 
ence the regime willing grant under the New Course 
was sharply rebuked. The term “left-sectarianism” ap- 
plied Party members unwilling the full extent 
the New Course program now seldom heard; there are 
warnings against the opposite sin “petit-bourgeois views.” 


Poland 


According the information Bierut’s speech the 
Central Committee, Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), January 26, 
the 1955 Plan calls for six percent increase heavy in- 
dustry, eleven percent increase light industry, total 
industrial increase 8.5 percent. This, Bierut pointed 
out, even greater emphasis the development 
light industry than envisaged the Second Party Congress 
March 1954, which called for equal rate increase 
the two branches industry. Bierut stated, however, 
that [unequal] ratio does not imply any danger 
more rapid increases the production group industry 
goods should considered excep- 
tion the normal long-term development national 
plans.” Immediately following this statement the con- 
tinuance 1955 more rapid light industry production, 
Bierut inserted sentence which, since Khrushchev’s com- 
ments heavy industry, has become routine comment 
for any Satellite regime speaker discussing economic plans: 


“In order expand the technical base for safeguarding 
the continuous increase the productivity labor, raise 
agricultural production and increase the defense the 
country, necessary create conditions for further 
and speedier expansion the means production [heavy 
industry] the coming years.” 


Having made this gesture toward Moscow, Bierut im- 
mediately returned his outline continued New 


“Agricultural production should rise 1955 6.2 percent. 
Thus the indices the rise production industry and 
agriculture indicate tendency mitigate the dispropor- 
tion which has arisen previous years the development 
the two most important branches the national econ- 
omy. should also clearly emphasized that the con- 
centration attention the tasks promoting agricul- 


ture does not mean that the fight advance industry will 
slacken.” 


apparent that the careful references the expan- 
sion heavy industry are, insofar they are not merely 
ritual repetitions statements which the Russian seem 
have real economic significance, reminders that heavy 
industry must not overlooked the relatively faster 
increase other sectors the economy. 

The other available facts the 1955 Plan, stated 
Bierut were: labor productivity increase five percent 
industry, four percent construction; 7.5 billion 
reduction costs throughout the economy. 


Romania 


The only available information the 1955 Plan from 
article entitled Party Organizations 
Struggle For Increased Output Consumer Goods,” 
Borila, member the Romanian Politburo, For 
Lasting Peace, For People’s Democracy! (Bucharest), 
January The statistic given was that the “production 
mass-consumption goods” will increase 12.6 percent over 
1954. This 2.1 percent greater increase consumer 
production than 1954. There available informa- 
tion the projected heavy industry increase (which 
1954 was 3.9 percent). 

There also much evidence that emphasis agricul- 
ture will continue great. The formation Simple 
Associations, farmers’ cooperative groups midway between 
independent farming and full collectivization, being 
particularly encouraged. the end 1954 there were 
2,300 kolkhozes, increase 300 during the year, and 
2,700 Simple Associations, increase approximately 700. 

typical regime statement agriculture, from Radio 
Bucharest, February is: 


“Taking into consideration the requirements the 
fundamental laws Socialism, and the law planned 
and proportional development the national economy, the 
Party has shown that the present stage, simultaneously 
with the development heavy industry and with the rapid 
tempo the food and light industries, the increase 
agriculture the decisive link the development and con- 
solidation the whole national economy and the raising 
the living standard the working people. The 
greatest concentration farm production now comes from 
independent farms, producing some percent all mar- 
ketable produce our agriculture. This why the central 
problem now use all reserves independent farms 
order increase their yield per hectare. 


Bulgaria 


The 1955 budget, according Radio Sofia, February 
gives breakdown industrial allotments into light and 
heavy industry. Apparently the allotment for heavy in- 
dustry will about the same 1954. 

Greatest stress the budget announcements was laid 
upon agriculture. Total expenditures agriculture will 
1,997,400,000 The agricultural allotment 1954 
was 1,675,000,000 Jeva. addition this increase, was 
stated that new capital investments agriculture will in- 
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crease percent over 1954. Robotnichesko Delo (Sofia), 
February stated: 


“The main tasks the Second Five Year Plan cannot 
achieved without rapid upsurge agriculture—particu- 
larly stock-breeding. Our State paying great attention 
agriculture; amounts money are being spent 
agriculture every larger amount money in- 
vested the light and food industry will insure greater 
abundance consumer goods.” 


speech the Central Committee the CPB, 
Premier Vulko Chervenkov discussed “the execution 
the tasks the Sixth Party Congress for over- 
coming the disproportional development industry and 
agriculture,” according Radio Sofia, February Ap- 
parently the execution the tasks yet incomplete, 
since, “after hearing the report” was decided that “the 
main conclusion derived from the experience the 
past year that decisive improvement the manage- 
ment the rural economy with the help the Party or- 
ganizations and the People’s Councils necessary.” this 
end the Central Committee promulgated decree giving 
marked concessions peasants (see 60). 


Poland 
1954 Results 


Highlights the report 1954 Plan results, from 
Radio Warsaw, January 31, are: The overall produc- 
tion plan, “as regards value constant was 
fulfilled 102 percent. The total production State- 
controlled industry rose percent over 1953. 

Although production almost all items increased over 
1953, there was general planned slowing down the 
tempo increase. Following are some the increases 
the production heavy industry items, expressed 
centages increase over 1953 production, with the figures 
for increases registered 1953 over 1952 parenthesis: 
steel, (13); pig iron, (29); cement, (24); hard 
coal, (5); electric power, (13). There was in- 
creased tempo production, however, certain goods 
destined for agriculture: agricultural machinery and im- 
plements, nitrogen fertilizers, (12). The sup- 
ply tractors rose percent. 

light and consumer goods industry there was also 
general increase production but general slowing down 
the tempo increase: woolen fabrics, (10); cotton 
able) refined sugar, minus (34) butter, (4) slaugh- 
tered meat, minus processed meat, (45) sweets 
and chocolate, (5). 

indicated the above figures, agriculture was the 
sector the economy which the tempo production 
increase was accelerated. Agricultural investments were 
percent over 1953. The overall rise agricultural 
production was 4.8 percent; the Plan was only fulfilled 
percent, however. Production the four major cereals 
—wheat, barley, oats and rye—was ten percent. This 
was stated the Plan report less than the planned 
increase, although well above the envisaged increase 


previously announced for the end 1955. June 1954 
the cattle population was percent, the sheep popu!a- 
tion percent. The planned rise the hog population 
did not materialize, there being increase. 

There was apparent failure establish many MTS 
called for the March 1954 Party Congress. The 
port stated that there were 416 MTS, while 460 were en- 
visaged. 122 village machinery centers were established 
for light agricultural machinery; 200 these had previ- 
ously been mentioned the goal. There were total 
9,712 kolkhozes the end the year, over thousand 
short previously announced goals. State farm produc- 
tion increased percent, which was only percent 
the Plan. 

Total area under field crops was said have risen 
more than 145,000 hectares, due decrease the area 
fallow and waste land.” 

Retail trade turnover, including restaurants, was per- 
cent higher, “in terms comparative prices,” than the 
previous year. Retail outlets received percent more bread, 
percent more sugar, percent more meat and meat 
products, percent more milk. However, the “Socialized 
trade network the purchase plan was not carried out.” 

The national income rose approximately percent, but 
“the tasks the Plan with regard the national income 
were not fully implemented.” Real wages those em- 
ployed the “Socialist economy” and the administration 
rose approximately percent, result, presumably, 
two price cuts during the year. Real income peasants, 
taking into account consumption them their own 
produce, rose about percent. 

Productivity State-controlled industry increased about 
percent, exceeding the Plan 2.5 percent. 

The general direction for the year indicated the re- 
port seems increase industrial production but 
slower tempo than previously, and marked emphasis 
agriculture. was stated, however, that the planned 
investment heavy industry was exceeded. This fact, to- 
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Caption: “Colleagues, united effort have succeeded ful- 
filling our pre-holiday Plan.” 


Szpilki (Warsaw), April 18, 1954 
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gether with the failure agriculture fulfill the Plan, 
indicates that New Course measures were not carried out 
foreseen the regime. 


Central Committee Meeting 


Plenum the Central Committee the Polish 
United Workers (Communist) Party was held January 
Decisions the following subjects were adopted, 
according Radio Warsaw, January 24: “On full ob- 
servance the Leninist principles Party life and 
collective leadership, and overcoming bureaucratic 
the work the Party and State apparatus; 
the work public security organs and the strength- 
ening Party control over the activities these organs; 
the key economic tasks for 1955 and the improve- 
ment the methods leadership the econ- 
omy.” 

The major speech the meeting was delivered First 
Secretary Boleslaw Bierut, reported Trybuna Ludu 
January 26. the spirit the New Course, 
covered the topics the three resolutions, demanding 
“Socialist Party control Security activities, col- 
lective leadership, enlistment support from the broadest 
base the masses, and expansion agriculture the 
coming year. 

Bierut said that: 

“Today want bolder following the example 
our guide, the Communist Party the Soviet Union, 
which, guided Leninist methods uncovered Bolshe- 
vist manner the sources distortion Party life and led 
sharp and determined struggle against them. [We 
demand] full, persistent and unyielding application 
the Leninist norms our Party life, the principles col- 
lective leadership, criticism self-criticism, 
strict observance the Party’s internal democracy.” 


After attack West German rearmament and 
“American Imperialism,” Bierut went analyze the 
national council elections last December, which, 
said, were “particularly important from the point view 
the further consolidation the link between the State 
and the broadest masses the people and the con- 
tinued participation these masses the government 
the people’s State.” urged that the national councils 
adopt the “Leninist art combining initiative, independ- 
ence action, freedom movement, energy and advice 
from below—that is, from the masses the people— 
while guarding watchfully the general line our Party 
and its fulfillment.” Bierut blamed the Party for political 
blunders the task “preparing the masses for the elec- 
tions.” These blunders were the result narrow and 
often rather mechanistic understanding” their election 
tasks. 

Bierut discussed violations “Socialist legality” the 
disbanded Ministry State Security (see NBIC, January 
1955, 50). With considerable force, denounced those 
elements the Security apparatus guilty such violations 
result “of far-fetched separation the part the 
Security apparatus, its detaching itself from the life 
the Party and weakening its ties with the masses.” 

his analysis the economic accomplishments the 


Caption: “What are you doing?” 
Szpilki (Warsaw), January 1955 


past year, Bierut began with resume the Second Party 
Congress’s New Course demands, and detailed the eco- 
nomic successes that program. stated that there 
had been increase the incomes and living standards 
the people. 

Bierut gave some information the 1955 Plan (see 
55). These facts indicate that the immediate future 
there will probably marked change direction 
emphasis the Polish economy; light industry will expand 
more rapid rate than heavy, and much attention will 
paid agriculture. 

calling for expansion agriculture, Bierut noted 
that 1954, although investments agriculture had in- 
creased percent, agricultural production had failed 
fulfill the Plan, particularly State farms. the com- 
ing year the production grain particularly em- 
phasized, and 243,000 hectares waste land are 
reclaimed. Although termed collectivization the “only 
way permanently increasing agricultural production,” 
Bierut was careful repeat the New Course line 
toward independent peasants: 

“As regards the individual peasant farmers, one must 
not only maintain the principles proclaimed the Second 
Congress, but also considerably expand the elements 
unity the worker-peasant alliance. One must also state 
again that our policy restricting the kulaks the present 
stage not designed restrict the output kulak farms, 
but only restrict speculation and attempts evade duty 
toward the State.” 


Personnel Changes 
The Central Committee increased the number its 
Secretariat from four five persons. This left two vacan- 
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cies, Wladyslaw Dworakowski, former Secretariat mem- 
ber, was made head the new Committee for Public 
Security. The new officials are Wladyslaw Matwin and 
Jerzy Both these men were connected with 
ZMP, the Youth Organization. Matwin was for 
time its Chairman, and later chief editor Trybuna 
Ludu. Morawski was instrumental the formation 
ZMP, and its Vice-Chairman 1948. was subse- 
quently charge the agit-prop section the Central 
Committee. The fact that both the appointees were 
active ZMP indicates the Party’s interest the prob- 
lems organizing the youth the country. 


ZMP Congress 


The Second Congress ZMP, the Polish Youth Asso- 
ciation, previously postponed from November 1954, was 
held from January February was attended 
1,113 delegates, each representing 2,000 members, elected 
district, municipal and borough conferences. The regime 
was represented First Party Secretary Boleslaw Bierut, 
Premier Joseph Cyrankiewicz and other high functionaries. 

The Congress adopted new charter (see NBIC, Feb- 
ruary 1955, 53), elected officers, and heard number 
speeches and reports. Helena Jaworska, who was ap- 
pointed the post shuffle personnel last November, 
was retained Chairman the Executive Committee. 
fourteen-member Presidium was elected, which six 
members were new, and six-member Secretariat was 
chosen. 

his speech the Congress, Bierut took the opportunity 
re-emphasize the importance agriculture: 


“The Second Party Congress outlined the tasks 
rapid rise the living standards the working masses. 
achieve must carry out serious mobilization 
forces and resources raise our agricultural production 
first all, the increase which lags inordinately behind 
that industry. must also foster further growth 
industry, particular heavy and engineering industries, 
which constitute the basis for the further industrialization 
our country and the basis fgr the permanent growth 
the entire national economy.” (Radio Warsaw, January 28) 


probable that one the reasons that Bierut saw 
fit emphasize strongly the importance agriculture 
the failure the ZMP organize youth the rural 
areas. Jaworska stressed this point her speech the 
Congress: 

“Out the total over 3,150,000 young persons 
the villages who might members the organization, 
only about 450,000, 14.5 percent, belong it. Fur- 
thermore, the situation even worse many provinces 
which are predominantly agricultural. Bialystok Prov- 
ince the percentage 8.1 percent, Warsaw Province 
11.8 percent 460 newly-formed rural com- 
munes the ZMP clubs not exist all. This state 
affairs very disquieting and must stopped.” 


Youth was criticized, among other things, for “drunken- 
ness and ZMP members were accused 
often being conceited and lecturing their parents “as 
guide, mocking all that [the member] considers obsolete 


their way life.” 


Among the flaws the organiza- 
tion denounced the speakers were lack internal 
democracy and the spirit criticism 
lack proper assistance the members cultural 
ters, dull bureaucratized meetings, and marked te: 
dency either evade the issue love out false modesty 
dismiss with few set cliches.” 


More Security Purges 


Purges former high officials the disbanded 
try State Security continued with the expulsion 
the Party two officials and the arrest third. The 
latter, Rozanski, former director the Investigation 
Department the Ministry, was accused “glaring 
misuse his authority and the application methods 
forbidden law his investigations,” according 
buna Ludu (Warsaw), January 27. has been “handed 
over the judicial authorities.” 

The two men expelled were Anatol Fejgin and Roman 
Romkowski. Fejgin had been head the Tenth Depart- 
ment the Ministry, the department which Jozef 
Swiatlo was second command. Romkowski, former Vice 
Minister the Ministry, was accused “permitting glar- 
ing manifestations arbitrariness and violations the 
people’s rule law the offices subordinate him.” 

These punitive measures, well Bierut’s forceful de- 
mands for “Socialist legality,’ are continuations the 
regime’s reaction the revelations the former Ministry 
official Swiatlo, whose account has been extensively broad- 
cast into Poland Radio Free Europe and ballooned into 
the country the Free Europe Press (see 37). 


Dubiel Sentenced 


Jozef Dubiel, who was major witness against former 
Party Secretary Wladyslaw Gomulka, has been sentenced 
years imprisonment, according Radio Warsaw, 
February was accused cooperating with the Ges- 
tapo when was head the resistance movement 
Krakow. “Because his treacherous activities, persons 
fell into the hands the Gestapo,” was stated. 
was Deputy Minister for the Recovered Territories until 
the Gomulka affair, when was arrested and used 
witness against Gomulka (see 16). 

There have been unconfirmed reports that Gomulka 
now out prison and holding minor bureaucratic post 
the Recovered Territories. Since Dubiel’s past coopera- 
tion with the Gestapo (probably ordered Moscow) had 
been known the regime long before his arrest, the only 
purpose which was obtain another forced witness 
against Gomulka, possible that his sentencing now may 
simply the result current regime emphasis 
ist legality.” 


Hungary 
1954 Results 


Highlights the report the 1954 Plan results, from 
Szabad Nep (Budapest), January 30, are: 

State-controlled industry whole fulfilled the Plan 
101.4 percent. specific ministries, overfulfillments 
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were recorded for Metallurgy and Machine Industry (100.3 
Light Industry (101.9 percent), Food Industry 
103.8 percent), Post and Communications 
cent), Local Industrial Enterprises (104.9 percent) and 
Artisan Cooperatives (113.2 percent). 

Failures fulfill the Plan were registered the minis- 
tries for Coal Mining (97.5 percent), Chemical and Power 
(99.6 percent), industrial enterprises the 
Ministry Construction (93.2 percent), and the National 
Directorate (97.9 percent). 

The production all State-controlled industry increased 
percent over 1953, against planned increase 4.5 
Heavy industry was responsible for this failure; 
decreased 3.1 percent percent decrease planned). 
industry increased 9.5 percent (9.3 percent planned) 
food industry increased 12.2 percent percent 

The production privately-operating craftsmen and 
artisans doubled over the previous year. Fifty thousand 
these independent artisans are now licensed. their pro- 
duction included the total, the increase over 1953 was 
4.7 percent. 

State-controlled industry produced percent more con- 
sumer goods than the previous year. Heavy industry 
alone produced 35.1 percent more consumer goods. 

The two most serious lags the economy were coal 
mining and construction. The Ministry Construction 
was “in debt the national economy” 206,000 tons 
cement (total 1953 cement production was 1.1 million 
tons; 1954 production was 89.3. percent this). The pro- 
duction rolled steel dropped percent, that Martin 
steel 4.1 percent. Thirty thousand dwellings were built, 
increase percent over the previous year, but ten 
thousand dwellings less than planned. 

Productivity decreased 1.5 per cent. The amount 
capital investment decreased percent. 

Agricultural investments were 400 million forints more 
than 1953. Bread-grain production was less than 
1953 “owing bad weather conditions.” Corn and potato 
yields were “much higher.” The number pigs the 
fall the year was percent, but the number cattle 
did not increase. The average income kolkhoz members 
was percent. “The collection agricultural produce 
was not satisfactory.” 

Retail trade increased percent. increased de- 
mand for meat, lard, rice, eggs, and few other goods, 
however, could not satisfactorily met. Real wages 
and salaries increased, average, percent.” 

apparent from these figures that 1954 saw con- 
siderable degree success the New Course program 
increase consumer goods, only very moderate success 
agriculture, and failure heavy industry maintain even 
the much reduced goals set for it. The decrease produc- 
tivity particularly important, since the regime was count- 
ing increase productivity maintain heavy in- 
dustry acceptable level while the same time raising 
the production consumer goods. 


Title: Bottle Collection. 
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Ludas Matyi (Budapest), October 14, 1954 


Vas Reassigned 


Zoltan Vas has been removed from his post Secretary 
the Council Ministers, and appointed Deputy Minister 
Foreign Trade, according Szabad Nep (Budapest), 
January 23. Vas was presumably one the advocates the 
New Course, and his position Secretary was one great 
importance. not certain, however, that his reassign- 
ment fact demotion, since his new responsibility may 
handle problems export and import, which are as- 
suming increasingly important place the Hungarian 
economy. number deputy ministers were also shifted, 
assigned Party work. 


Circles 


connection with the Patriotic People’s Front, the re- 
gime has revived farmers’ circles. These played impor- 
tant part rural life the pre-Communist era. During 
the first period collectivization, 1947-1949, they were dis- 
solved rallying points for enemies collectivization, and 
all their property and funds confiscated. That property 
now returned. Radio Budapest, February stated 
that: 

“During the winter the so-called farmers’ circles were 
re-established: many villages the leaders these circles 
complain that property formerly belonging the circles 
was taken away the kolkhozes youth organizations. 
The authorities will assist them get back their lawful 
property.” 

The revival the farmers’ circles appears part 
the regime attempt broaden its base popular support 
providing organizations where indoctrination can ef- 
fected the local, neighborly level. addition, prob- 
ably hoped that the mingling independent and kolkhoz 
peasants will weaken the reluctance collectivize the 
former, and obtain much-needed manpower for the kolk- 
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hozes. There have been press complaints, however, that 
independent farmers the circles have refused admit 
kolkhoz farmers their groups. 


Clubs For Intellectuals 


Paralleling the establishment farmers’ circles, clubs for 
intellectuals are being formed throughout the country. 
These are for writers, teachers, scientists, artists, doctors, 
etc. The establishment such organizations departure 
from previous Communist practice, when was considered 
ideologically proper that all social strata mingle together 
the same group. 

The opening the first such club, Budapest, was given 
much press publicity. was addressed Tibor Erdey 
Gruz, Minister Education, who used the occasion for 
propaganda against West German rearmament. The fact 
that many clubs are named after Lajos Kossuth, 
nineteenth century leader the fight for Hungarian inde- 
pendence, part the same propaganda campaign. 


Bulgaria 
1954 Results 


Highlights the report 1954 Plan results, from 
Front (Sofia), January 27, are: The overall 
production plan was fulfilled 101.7 percent. State industry 
fulfilled the production plan 102 percent, local industry 
94.3 percent, cooperative industry 109 percent. Overall in- 
dustrial output increased 8.7 percent over 1953. This was 
percent over the Plan, and represented slightly slower 
tempo industrial expansion than 1953, when the in- 
crease overall industrial production was 
above 1952. 

The Ministry Heavy Industry and that Light In- 
dustry both fulfilled the Plan 102 percent. Most other 
ministries fulfilled overfulfilled the Plan, but the Min- 
istry Electrification fulfilled only percent. 

Following are some the figures increases pro- 
duction specific items, expressed percentage increases 
over 1953, with available planned increases parenthesis: 
iron ingots and wire, 117; tractor cultivators, (30.6) 
cement, cotton fabrics, rice, (36.6) flour, 
23: beer, 30. 

The report stressed the increase consumer goods. 
was stated that “In 1954 there was particularly marked 
increase the production cotton fabrics the type 
most required the people marked improvement 
the quality and variety leather and fur goods, shoes, 
metal goods and implements, furniture. was also 
stressed, however, that “Many enterprises still con- 
tinue produce low-quality products,” and the planned 
production goals some goods were not met. 

The report agriculture was very sketchy. figures 
were given for either production increases percentages 
Plan fulfillment. was stated that agriculture received 
2.719 new tractors (in hp. units), 543 new grain com- 
bines, beet combines, cotton combines. received 
17.6 percent more artificial fertilizer than 1953. 

The livestock population the country has not increased 


over 1953, despite planned increases 3.2 percent for 
cattle, 18.5 percent for hogs. The number “cattle and 
animals” (presumably meaning livestock) State 
farms and kolkhozes “has increased,” their productivity 
has gone up. Average milk yield State farm cows 
3.7 percent, kolkhoz cows 7.3 percent (18.6 percent 
increases were planned for both yields) 

The retail trade plan was overfulfilled 3.7 percent. 
compared 1953, the sale cotton fabrics went 43.5 
percent, rice 40.7 percent, sugar 38.3 percent and 
meat percent. 

The capital investment plan for the total economy was 
fulfilled 90.7 percent “by volume.” Capital investment 
housing construction increased 78.1 percent over 1953 
percent was planned). Overall capacity electric gener- 
ating plants increased 12.5 percent (17.7 percent was 
planned 

The number workers industry, transport, trade and 
new construction increased 32,668, which 25,827 were 
industry. Work productivity industrial workers 
State-controlled industry increased 2.2 percent 
planned). Productivity the construction 
creased 7.1 percent (3.7 planned). 

The report 1954 results sketchy. may gath- 
ered that there was increase production consumer 
goods, and that agriculture generally failed accomplish 
its tasks. This failure probably one the causes for the 
extensive new concessions giving greater incentives peas- 
ants. 


Concessions Peasants 


decree issued the Central Committee the CPB, 
announced over Radio Sofia, February provides for 
number concessions peasants and apparently de- 
signed raise their incomes and increase incentives for 
production. The decree began with review 1954 agri- 
cultural results which was stated that there had been 
increase efficiency. said, however, that: 

“The successes achieved agriculture—and particularly 

kolkhozes—were obviously insufficient. The 1954 
plans for various crops, such wheat, barley, oats and 
others, were not fulfilled. The main conclusion 
drawn from the experience gathered after last year’s agri- 
cultural activities the following: leadership and man- 
agement agriculture the part Party organizations 
councils must improve considerably.” 


The major provision the decree increase pur- 
chase prices paid peasants, both collectivized and inde- 
pendent, for compulsory deliveries number crops. 
Following are some the percentage increases State 
purchase prices: wheat, percent; rye, percent; 
percent; oats, percent; corn, percent; early to- 
matoes, percent; onions, percent. 

Prices paid farmers for seed certain industrial crops 
were reduced: e.g., sugar beet seed, reduced percent; 
lintered cotton seed, percent. Tobacco seed will dis- 
tributed free. 

Compulsory insurance premiums were reduced for both 
independent and collective farmers. MTS fees were re- 
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this reduction, although theoretically concession 
independent farmers well kolkhoz members, will 
actually chiefly affect the latter, since practice there are 
too few MTS work for private farmers. 

addition these clauses, there were provisions the 
decree affecting kolkhozes only. Among these are reduc- 
tion the mandatory reserve funds kolkhozes from 
percent, thus increasing the profit shared kolk- 
hoz members. There were number other measures 
make kolkhozes more attractive peasants, 
and increase their efficiency. 

The text the decree emphasized the importance 
collectivization. demanded decrease the non- 
productive bureaucratic apparatus the Ministry Agri- 
culture, and the kolkhozes themselves. 


Romania 
1954 Results 


Highlights the report 1954 Plan results, from 
Scinteia (Bucharest), February are: 

The overall production plan for State-controlled indus- 
try was fulfilled 100.2 percent, increase production 
6.6 percent over 1953. Production capital goods in- 
creased 3.9 percent, that consumer goods 10.5 percent. 

The production most items fulfilled exceeded the 
Plan. Steel and cast iron production was short the 
goal, however, and less than 1953. Although the Min- 
istry Coal Industry fulfilled its overall Plan, failed 
reach the targets set for coal production. The production 
electricity increased 8.2 percent over 1953; petroleum, 
7.5 percent; coal, percent. 

Production certain consumer goods increased the 
following percentages: cotton fabrics, 6.9; wool fabrics, 
3.7; silk fabrics, 10.6; meat, 15.3; butter, 4.7; beer, 9.4. 
The report made point giving production increases 
consumer goods for the last half the year over the last 
half 1953, well for the whole year. These increases 
for the last half the year were much higher than those 
given above, e.g.: cotton fabrics, 19.5; wool fabrics, 
meat, 62.1. “Production other consumer goods also 
increased,” but some items, such leather footwear, were 
not listed, and presumably failed reach planned goals. 
Production increases were particularly high for several 
consumer goods usually considered material for 
export. 

Total crop production was nine million tons, slightly 
overfulfilling the Plan. Overall bread production was 
only 0.6 percent, while production white bread and 
specialty baked goods increased percent. 

Production percentage increases agricultural ma- 
chinery were: plows for tractor operation, 288.1; tractors, 
centage increases were very small, particularly light 
the fact that the 1953 production most agricultural 
machinery was below that the previous year. 1954 
production threshers was 2.4 percent less than 1953. 

The volume retail turnover reached almost bil- 
lion lei, 2.9 billion more than 1953, increase 
15.2 percent. Volume sales State and cooperative 


Title: Story without words. 


Urzica (Bucharest), October 30, 1954 


stores increased 17.7 percent for food, 12.3 percent for in- 
dustrial goods. 

Capital construction increased 48.7 percent the Min- 
istry Agriculture and Forestry, 67.3 percent the Min- 
istry Food Industry, 81.1 the Ministry Light 
Industry. 

Work productivity increased 2.7 percent. 


Party Elections 


Through February and March, elections for local Party 
committees will take place, according Scinteia (Bucha- 
rest), February 15. Since these local officials who, 
regional conferences, elect delegates Party Congress, 
possible that this may the first step toward the con- 
vocation the long postponed and long overdue Second 
Party Congress. 

There reason believe that this election local com- 
mittees cutting short the statutory one-year term the 
previous committees, despite the fact that Scinteia refers 
them “the usual elections February and March.” 
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JUNE 27-28, 1953 Party resolution [ushering 
the New Course] opened new phase the history 


our People’s Democracy. The significance 
the new program, however, has also been recognized en- 
emies [who] step their efforts take advantage 


difficulties arising the course regrouping, and en- 
deavor relax discipline that they may undermine the 
workers’ faith the government program and thereby ob- 
struct realization the New Course policy. These 
are the objectives the right-wing Social Democrats 
our 

The activity Social Democrats directed mainly 
against increasing production and developing Socialist 
competitions; hampers the development the workers’ 
political consciousness, and obscures worker realization 
the changes their relations the State and produc- 
tion. Dissatisfaction follows the wake Social Dem- 
ocratic views. Norm and wage frauds occur, discipline 
loosened, and female workers well trainees are 
oppressed. 

Democrats] try break down labor discipline, 
seek lower norms and, means their wage demagogy 
demands for higher pay] dampen the constructive 
enthusiasm the workers. They have occasion act 
openly, they carry out their subversive activities secretly, 
under cover. Liberalism and inactivity have therefore 
place the struggle against the deliberate disseminators 
Social Democratism. There are indications that 
various instances the political and practical significance 
the fight against Social Democrats has not been sufficiently 
understood. some factories the machinations the 
enemy are still being tolerated. 

Democracy factories most frequently takes the 
form undisciplined attitude. One the usual 
aspects the Social Democratic attitude the unfavorable 
treatment young workers, trainees and new workers. 
They seek undermine young workers morally and polit- 
ically. However, Social Democratic views are evident 
factories not only connection with young and female 
workers. The right-wing Social Democrats also seek 
undermine the collective sense and weaken the fighting 
spirit the workers every available means. They 
stir conflicts among leading workers, Stakhanovites and 
the rest the workers, and also between city and country 
workers. They try undermine the workers’ faith man- 
agement. They are mainly responsible for the libelous, 


“Social 


One the main causes for the present renewed regime stress industrial production 
that, result poor labor discipline, the revised New Course targets—though lower than 
previous years—have not been fulfilled. has now become clear that regime concessions, 
far from resulting greater worker cooperation, higher productivity and reduction waste 
and costs, have encouraged workers extract from local factory managers further gains 
which the Party unwilling—and indeed unable—to give them. also evident that the 
New Course emphasis agriculture has undermined the morale many Party activists 
industry, thus further endangering regime plans. The following are verbatim extracts from 
book entitled Some Aspects the Fight against Social Democracy Communist theo- 
retician Adras Kurti, published Budapest toward the end 1954. 


false rumors about some managers, that they have 
claimed that these managers ‘look down upon the 
since they have become such very important people’. 

“In most instances where there are still serious difficulties 
between the technical intelligentsia [actually, the mana- 
gerial aristocracy] and the workers, encounter the harm- 
ful activities the Social Democrats. These elements, 
using the anti-intellectual attitude some the more 
backward workers, place the blame for every mistake 

“Factory Party committees and Party organizations must 
pay special attention the hostile, chiefly right-wing Social 
Democratic elements, who have wormed their way into the 
ranks technical and economic leaders. Their aims are 
the same, that is, hampering production, 
undermining the workers, but their methods are different. 
They produce bad blueprints, they direct various projects 
according the wrong sequence, deliberately cause con- 
fusion payrolls and procuring tools and materials, ac- 
cumulate unnecessarily large stocks import goods, etc. 
sabotaging cooperation between the various departments 
they not only hamper production but also stir dissatis- 
faction and animosity among workers the several depart- 
ments and shops. 


“Under the New Course policy greater effort required 
the Party organizations concerning their political and 
educational activities. requires more conscious 
sistent effort the field enlightenment, more vigilance 
the face manifestations hostile present, 
Social Democrats try create the impression that our 
new Party and government policy favors primarily the 
peasantry the expense the working class. They try 
create atmosphere which the slogan ‘industry 
has done its share, now the villages.’ [Italics 
added] Such attitude undermines labor discipline, low- 
ers ambition and cuts down the well-being the people; 
more specifically, prevents the improvements the finan- 
cial, social and cultural status the 

Democrats are also] trying reduce the benefi- 
cial effect the Party and government measures arous- 
ing excessive expectations order create dissatisfaction. 
They make use and exaggerate temporary 
Social Democrats seek interpret the changes 
Party and government policy carried out since June, 1953 


~ 


q 


DELAPIDATORUL 


Caption: much owe you?” 


not the usual practice report the local Party elections 
the press, that not known when the last elections 
were held. Usually, however, they are held shortly before 
the regional conferences the Party. The last regional 
conferences, preparation for the Congress which was 
held October 30, 1954, were held early that month. 


Compulsory Inventory Levels 


order the Ministry Domestic Trade provides 
that all food stores must have certain minimum inventory 
stocks hand all times, according Radio Bucha- 
rest, February Lists the kinds foods and the amounts 
covered this order must kept display the stores 
that customers may check compliance with the order. 
the customers “discover shortcomings they can com- 
plain both the store manager and officials the 
commercial enterprise, well the State commercial 
control agency.” 

This order apparently attempt force commercial 
enterprises greater degree efficiency, and focus 
the blame for shortages local commercial enterprises 
rather than regime policy. The recent abolition ration- 
ing, and the consequent increase purchases, has appar- 
ently caused considerable shortages many consumer 
goods. 


Czechoslovakia 
1954 Results 
Highlights the report 1954 Plan results, from 
Rude Pravo (Prague), February are: 


The Plan for total industrial production, “adjusted 
the course the year mainly regard the inventory 


Judge: “Three years.” 
Urzica (Bucharest), October 15, 1954 


raw materials and products,” was fulfilled 102.5 per- 
cent. All ministries overfulfilled the Plan except those for 
Machine Industry (98 percent) and Ore Mining and 
Foundries (99.8). number ministries which regis- 
tered overfulfillment, however, there were failures reach 
planned goals many important specific items. The 
Ministry Fuel and Power, for example, although ful- 
filling the Plan 102 percent, not completely safe- 
guard Plan fulfillment for electric power production,” 
although was percent greater than 1953. 

Total production increased 4.4 percent over 1953; pro- 
duction capital goods was 4.2 percent, production 
consumer goods was 4.7 percent. 

Following are some percentage increases over 1953 for 
the production specific items: black coal, brown coal, 
10; all agricultural machinery, 150; tractors, 27; steam 
boilers, 200. Some consumer goods production increases 
were: furniture, 12; electric washing machines, 240; elec- 
tric refrigerators, 104; electric vacuum cleaners, cheese, 
39; butter, 

figures were given overall Plan fulfillment for 
agriculture, but was stated that “the Ministry Food 
Industry did not fulfill the Plan pork production, butter 
and milk, due non-fulfillment the agricultural collec- 
tion Plan.” was admitted that “Crop production was 
lower than 1953,” for which bad weather was blamed. 
Livestock production increased percent over 1953, but 
failed meet planned goals. There were more 
hogs than the end 1953, the same number cattle 
and sheep. Compulsory delivery quota targets for hogs 
were not reached. 

Plan fulfillment kolkhozes was “much better” than 
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independent farmers. Kolkhozes delivered percent 
all meat. percent the arable land the “Social- 
ist sector,” which includes kolkhozes, State farms and 
peasant cooperatives. 

Retail turnover increased percent over 1953 “in 
comparable Individual consumption increased 
percent. The total retail turnover plan was exceeded. 
“The improvement the standard living resulted 
shift demand better quality food products.” Bread 
sales declined percent, while sales “higher quality 
bakery products” increased percent. Sales butter 
increased percent, those margarine decreased 3.5 
percent. Some percentage increases sales were: 
materials, 220; woolen materials, 51; cotton goods, 17; 
leather footwear, 15; radio sets, 114. 

Work productivity increased percent 
crease not known; probably unfulfilled), “but average 
wages rose more.” The planned wage fund was exceeded. 
Industrial production costs were reduced 1.5 percent, 
amount insufficient meet the planned goal. Particularly 
unsatisfactory this regard were the Ministries Power 
and Fuel, Ore Mining and Foundries, Machine Industry 
and Building Industry. “The number rejects was still 
very high.” 


Albania 
1954 Results 


Highlights the report 1954 Plan results, from Radio 
Tirana, February are: 


The industrial production plan was fulfilled 
cent, increase production 10.7 percent over 1953. 
Some production increases over 1953, percentages, were: 
mining, 24; national industry, 6.9; local industry, 5.1; 
handicraft cooperatives, 30.9. The food industry produced 
planned 

agriculture the Plan for “spring and autumn sowing” 
was fulfilled 101 percent “in the main sectors.” Food 
grain production was 96.6 percent that planned, 7.6 
percent increase production over 1953. The Plan was 
fulfilled for most other produce. Peasants received more 
agricultural machinery than 1953 the following per- 


Title: many houses the central heating system does not work 
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Caption: “You have bad cold. You must stay home for 
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why have the cold—I stayed home.” 
Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), November 1954 


centages: plows, 194.8; harrows, 268.5; cultivators, 136.2. 
The number livestock rose slightly over the previous 
year, except for “solid-hooved animals,” which fell 4.1 
percent. 

Trade the whole “Socialist sector” increased 13.3 per- 
cent, percent short the Plan; the “State sector” 
alone, the increase was 13.6 percent, 2.1 percent short 
the Plan; the Cooperative sector the increase was 12.5 
percent, fulfilling the Plan 102.3 percent; the free 
market the increase was 26.4 percent, fulfilling the Plan 
104.2 percent. 

Investments were fulfilled about percent the Plan. 
Construction the Ministry Construction and Com- 
munication was 7.9 percent short the Plan. Labor pro- 
ductivity was “in general” higher than 1953. 


Budapest Allegory 


The following story circulating Budapest reference the change eco- 


nomic policy Hungary. 


Once there was primitive tribe living great contentment desert oasis. 
They did work and lived entirely off dates. Then one day they were discovered 
explorer, who decided they must given something and persuaded 
them cut down the palm trees and make them into merry-go-rounds. 

This was great success and for several days after the explorer left everyone rode 
happily the merry-go-rounds. Then they began feel hungry and, there being 
more dates, they decided draw lots and eat each other one one. This went 
until, one day, the local sage declared that cannibalism was both out-dated and 
essentially non-productive. Whereupon the merry-go-rounds were broken and 
replanted the hope that the palm trees would grow again and produce many 


dates before. 
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Political Controls the Soviet Army, 
Abigniew Brzezinski (Research 
?rogram the U.S.S.R.: $1.00). This 
-tudy based reports former So- 
viet officers and edited member 
Russian Research Center. 
describe the structure 
ihe indoctrinating organization and the 
political indoctrination used 
the Soviet government insure the 
loyalty its troops. Included the 
Var propaganda and the anti-Western 
anti-American campaigns which have 
developed since. Annexes include 
Day the Life Soviet 
Soldier” and “Political Education Plan.” 
study concludes that although there 
certain weaknesses the system, 
notably military resentment the secret 
police checks and the use almost all 
leisure time for political indoctrination, 
“none these limitations are sufficient 
themselves constitute effective 
challenge the loyalty (whether coerced 
sincere) the Soviet military per- 
sonnel the regime. Such.a chal- 
lenge cannot develop out the 
shortcomings the system controls 
can come rather only from some out- 
side force.” Index. 


Foreign Policy Analysis, Feliks Gross 
(Philosophical Library: $3.75). at- 
tempt apply the methods modern 
sociology the analysis and formulation 
foreign policy. Basing his study 
the theory that “foreign policy social 
process,” Professor Gross demonstrates 
the application the scientific method 
“suggest methods observation 
the policies any government 
devise methods selecting and classify- 
ing facts foreign policy and 
meaning.” stresses the necessity 
training statesmen understand the 
future “tracing the possible trend” 
events, although acknowledges the 
and dangers involved. Charts, 
tables and index. 


Rome and Russia—A Tragedy Errors, 
Sister Mary Just (Newman: $3.00). 
Traces the history Catholicism Rus- 
sia from its inception the present. 
Russia’s ties were always stronger with 
the Greek Orthodox Church and Con- 


Recent and Related 


stantinople than with Rome, and hostility 
Latin Christianity increased because 
attacks Western enemies. When 
Constantinople, “the second Rome.” fell 
the Turks. Moscow regarded itself 
“the third and 
spiritual leader. “During 
World War II. Stalin revived soviet- 
ized form the tradition Muscovite 
‘third using the National Rus- 
sian Church propaganda weapon 
against the Vatican.” Footnotes, index 
and thirty-six-page selected bibliography. 


Faith and Freedom, Barbara Ward 
(Norton: $3.75). With firm belief 
self-determinism and “the experimental 
proof religion,” Miss Ward traces “the 
interaction between what 
and what free human affairs and 
the pattern which this interaction has 
created the brief span human his- 
tory,” attempt prove that the 
“creative intervention man” can alter 
the apparently “predetermined track” 
history. Following the creation con- 
temporary Western society through its 
foundation Greek logos and Jewish 
moral law, Miss Ward concludes that 
“more than any other community 
[the West] the product the 
molding power the human spirit” and 
“will prove more vulnerable than any 
other society abandons the pursuit 
visions and ideals.” Believing that 
the force Communism lies its hav- 
ing “made religion its political ob- 
jectives,” the author feels its only suc- 
cessful counterbalance renewed and 
revitalized Christianity. Index. 


History Russia, George Vernad- 
sky (Yale: $4.00). completely revised 
edition the book which appeared origi- 
nally 1929. The author, Professor 
Russian history Yale, has rewritten 
three sections, Kievan Russia, Russia 
the Mongol Period, and The Tsardom 
Moscow the 16th Century, the 
basis recent research, and has con- 
densed the section the Soviet period 
“as much was possible without omit- 
ting basic facts trends.” Maps, tables, 
bibliography and index. 


The Self-Betrayed, Joseph Wechsberg 
(Knopf: $3.95). Born Czechoslovakia 
1907, Mr. Wechsberg, his first novel. 
tells story youth and life central 


Europe and particularly classmate. 
Bruno Stern, and his development from 
schoolboy Prime Minister his “peo- 
democracy.” 


Soviet Policies China, 1917-1924, 
Allen Whiting (Columbia: $5.50). 
Written one the studies the Rus- 
sian Institute Columbia University, 
this book details and analyses all avail- 
able material Sino-Soviet relations 
determine how Soviet policy China 
evolved, “and what were the implications 
that evolution for Soviet Russia’s posi- 
tion the Far East.” The mistakes and 
confusions Russia’s China policy were 
many and ranged from frank revision 
aims concerning “advancing world 
revolution advancing Russia’s 
ests” disagreements policy and 
theory within Russia’s ruling circles. 
That Sino-Soviet liaison occurred, says 
Mr. was due three primary 
factors; that Russia’s mistakes were less 
offensive and more rapidly rectified than 
those the Western powers, that Peking 
did not have the necessary translators 
and analysts correctly interpret Soviet 
goals, and that China, its chaotic 
tical and economic state, “could not af- 
ford stand alone.” “major clue” 
Soviet success China that Soviet 
activists “ignored area promise, 
confusing and contradictory such 
policy might appear.” Appendices, notes, 
bibliography and index. 


The Interregnum, 1923-1924, Ed- 
ward Hallett Carr (Macmillan: $5.00). 
This fourth volume Professor Carr’s 
History Soviet Russia covers the 
period from March 1923 May 1924, 
beginning with the last months Lenin’s 
life and ending with the Thirteenth Party 
Congress. These months “appeared 
constitute sort intermediate period— 
truce interregnum party and So- 
viet affairs—when controversial decisions 
were, far possible, avoided held 
suspense.” The end this hiatus, 
marked first the reassertion “the 
authority the triumvirate against the 
challenge the opposition” and finally 
the emergence Stalin dictator, 
indicated clearly for the first time that 
“personalities rather than principles were 
stake. The struggle for power 
had assumed naked form.” Notes, list 
abbreviations, bibliography and index. 
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Tue Free was founded 1949 group 
private American citizens who joined together for direct action aimed 
the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Curtain countries. With 
the help endowments and public contributions the Crusade for 
Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other activities, Radio Free 
Europe. The efforts are focused the captive countries 
Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts the Committee counts among 
its active allies the democratic leaders—scholars, journalists, political and 
economic experts, and men letters—who have escaped from the Com- 
munist enslavement their native lands. 
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